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Lelfcr No. 455 ^; dated, Fort William, the i^th December 1855, ft-om 
C. Beadon, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, to G. PloWDEN, Esq., Commissionor of Nagpore. 

When the accounts of the Nagpore territory for the Fuslee year 1263 were 
passed, certain points adverted to in Captain Elliot’s explanatory letter of the 
loth August, No. 6, were left for consideration. These ate : — 

Paragraph 18. — Allowances of the Gond Rajah. 

Paragraph 34. — Charitable allowances to Brahmins at the Palace Estab^ 

lishmeht. 

Paragraph 43. — Maintenance of public gardehs. 

f’aragraph 46. — Pension for the Head Darogah of the Public Buildings 

Department. 

Paragraph 63. — Allowances of the late Ruler’s relations. 

Paragraph 64. — Provision for old Mootsuddies. 

Paragraphs 65 and 66.— Provision for the Mahratta and ’ certain of the 

Mussalman Sillehdars. 

Paragraph 95. — Maintenance of the Temple at Moorleedhur. 

2, I am directed by the Governor*Gerieral In Council to draw your 
attention to the above points, and to request that you will, in due course, submit 
the reports ^^hich the Officiating Commissioner intended to make to Government 
and without which it is impossible for the Government to issue any instructions 
for the regulation and future adjustment of the several classes of charges. 


Minute by the Governor-General of India in Council, regarding Mr. Plowden' ^ 
conduct of the duties of Commissioner cf Nagpore. 

Mr. Plow'den took charge of the office oj Commissioner of Nagpore on the 
rgth June 1855. 

On the 14th July 1856, more than a year after lie had taken charge, 
Mr. Plowden, not having up to that time furnished any reports whatever, • was 
addressed thus : — 


In my letter to your predecessor’s address, dated the 30th June 1854, 

No. 2862, reports "were called for on 
the subjects mentioned in the margin. 
No communications having as yet been 
received on any of the subjects in 
question, the Governor- General in 
Council has desired me to ca’l your 
attention to the above letter, and to 
enquire what progress has been made 


Paragraph 27. — Regular Settlement and purvey. 

It 37. — Provision for an illegitimate daugh- 

• ^ . , ter and illegitimate grandson of 

• the late Rajah. 

Paragraphs 38/39. — Religious grants. 

II 42/44.— Grants to family retainers, etc. 

•I 45/46. — Pensions to household servants. 

Paragraph 47. — On the old Civil establishments. 

M 46 /so.“P®r>sions to Military establish- 

ments. 



in the investigation of claims to religious grants, pensions, etc , adverted to 

in paragraphs 38/39, 42/44, 45/46, 47, 
and 48/50 thereof, and when the Govern- 
ment may expect to receive your report 
on these several maUers, as well as 
on the important questions to which the 
27th paragraph of that letter refers ” 

“ I am at the same time directed to 
draw your attention to my letter 
No. 4550, dated the 24th December 
1855, and to rpquest that you will also 
expedite the transmission of the Reports 
therein called for an the following 
points r 

Paragraph 18 — Allowances of the 
Gqnd Rajah—mode of payment 'to be 
settled. 

Pamgrapli 34 — Charitable allowances to Brahmins on the Palace establish- 
ment. 

Paragraph 43 —Maintenance of public gardens. 

Paragraph 46 —Pension tor the Head Darogah of the Public Buildings 
Department. 

Paragraph 63.— Allowances of the late Ruler’s relatives. 

Paragraph 64— Provision for old Alutsuddees. 

Paragraphs 65/66— For the Mahratta and Mussalman Sjlladars 

Paragraph 95 — Mjjnicrancc of the temple at Moorledhur, 

“ His Lordship in Council further wishes to be furnished as early as possible 
uiih compieic schedules of proposed establishments, bath Sudder and Mofussil, 
toi the Province of Nagpore. None of these have as yet reepived the sanction 
of Government, and information in regard to them is necessary to enable the 
iinvcrnmi-m to cnforcp due cconomv in i|ic arrangements for the administration 
olthe Pfotince ” 

A few days afterwards on the 22nd .August 18156, Air. PlowJen was 
adciesscd again as follows 

rh<* GovcrnoT'Gpncr.il in Council has learned from your diaries (extracts 
Irom which r.rc h^renith enclosed) that various prisoners have been committed 

.,','7*^ Gruri for ‘ murder,’ the uniform order upon all being that the case 
will be tahen up in due course ' 

One or two of the prisDHcrs have died since the commitment and the 
c.n«cs have bte 1 in wnsequcnce ‘ s’ruck off the f}Ie His Lordship in Council 
1/thcvts, 50 far as he is aware, tlmi since the annexation of Napporc no criminal 
trial has been ■'ubmitted for the orders of the Govefnment of jndia from that 


57 ^ our Report conlain? rerj limited infoma- 

rion 10 ReTeRoemaWers, and the system of Revenue 
msnsgement »hivh y u may think it desirable to 
intfodoce 1* not d-s-fibed , you have pwaV/ 
reserred any recommendations that yon may hereto 

submit on the<e sutvjecls utt’it yoj snail have had the 

oppoftaoity of acqu ring a more complete knowledge 
of (heetiSUngstateofteooresand ngbts in the soil ^nd 
i8e agriculio ai usages of the people. The Gorernor- 
Oeteral in Ciuncil deems it sufficient thetefjye on the 
preient Decision to irform you that as a irenefal 
measare i sDtrmory settlement of the land rerenoe 
sball be made for the pest three years, and that 
doling us curie'sey the Deputy Cemmisstouers should 
direct their enquiries IQ the system of vllage 
fuanigemeet pretailmg m the oifferent secvions of the 
country, and should b« required wiihin a reasonaVe 
oeriod t*! submit then opinions as to the pyacticability 
md espedicDcr of hereifter effecting » regular 
settlement and surrey upon the ptinciples which 
tare been el'euhcre acted upm wuh adrantag- 
slisc to *be Governtent ajid the people ’ 



Province. Such reference might have been expected ■seeing that you are not 
empowered to execute a capital sentence without authority from the Government 
of India, and it is hardly to be supposed that in the .course of two years no case 
of murder calling for a capital sentence should have come before you.” 

“ The cases excerpted are taken from your diaries between the 17th May 
and 28th June last. It has not been thought necessary to search preceding 
diaries, the cases under notice being sufficient to make the Government desirous 
of how many commitments are now awaiting trial before you, on, what charges 
the prisoners stand committed, and the date of such commitment. I am 
accordingly directed to request that you will submit to Government information 
on these points with the least practicable delay 

“ I am also directed to take this opportunity to bring to your notice that 
the Government receives no periodical returns, in however abstract a form, 
■either of the Civil or Criminal business transacted in the Province of Nagpore. 
The Hon’b'le Court have recently observed that officers discharging such duties, 
and not subject to the supervision of the Sudder Court, should be under some 
sort of control on the part of the Government. Two sets of forms which are 
used by the Commissioner of Mysore, the one for Civil, the other for Criminal 
business, are acc-or-dingly forwarded for your information, and I am io request 
that you V ill prepare and send up to Government similar returns, altering the 
forms so far as it may be necessary to do so in order to adapt them to the 
constitution of the Agency employed in the Province under your management.” 

I 

To these letters Mr. Plowden replied on the 12th September that some of 
the matters mentioned in the letter of the 14th July disposed of and 

liiere tinder report, and that a separate report showing the progress made in 
all of them was under preparation and would shortly be submitted : and with 
regard to the letter of the 22nd August -that statements containing the informa- 
tion therein called for had been pui; in hand and would be submitted without atiy 
avoidable delay ^ 

On the 3!rd June 1858, nearly three years after Mr. Plouden took charge 
of the office of Commissioner and nearly two years after he had written as above, 
the President in Council recorded the following Resolution : — 

“ The President in Council observes that on the 14th July and 22nd August 
. 1856, Mr. Plowden w'as called upon to furnish reports on various subjects then 
long overdue, and to explain certain entries in his diaries indicating delay in the 
transaction of important business. Mr. Plowden stated in reply on the 1 2th 
September that some of the matters referred to had been -disposed of, and were 
under report, and that a general progress report of all v;as being prepared and 
would shortly be submitted. Mr. Plovden further represented that statements 
containing the information called for regarding the entries in his diaries had been 
put in hand and would be submitted wdthout delay.” 

“This correspondence was forwarded to the Horae Department v.here 
a question was then pending as to the payment to Plowden of certain arrears 
of salary which had been withheld from him in consequence of some delay in the 
preparation of his report on saft.” 
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actually accomplished (of which the Government had- very imperfect evidence)) 
he asked first for a Judicial Commissioner — and afterwards for both a Judicial 
and a Financial Commissioner as in the Punjab. 

These reques'S'were not complied with, firstly, because' Mr. Plowden had 
relieved himstrlf of the great bulk of his judicial duties, by making over, with the 
sanction of Government, the disposal of the' commitments of the District 
Officers- to Mr. Ellis, and afterwards to Major Elliot; secondly, because the 
vague character of the grounds assigned by Mr. Plowden was not such as to 
justify the Government either in sanctioning so large an addition to the cost of 
the permanent establishment or in recommending it to the Home Authorities ; 
and thirdly, because the despatch modifying these proposals, which was promised 
in Mr. Plowden’s telegrams of the 4th December 1857, was never submitted! 
This non-compliance however cannot be alleged' by Mr, Plowden as am excuse 
for his subsequent shortcomings, because on the 4th of December 1857’ 
Mr. Plowden took upon himself to delegate the powers-of a Judicial and Revenue 
Commissioner to Major Elliot with full authority in the former' capacity to pass 
and cany out all sentences short of death, and also to vest Mr. Ellis and 
afterwards Mr. Ross with the superintendence of the Revenue Survey and 
Settlement of the Province. It appears moreover that Mr. Ellis completed the 
enquiries into claims' to-pensions, and made great progress in the enquiry into 
cash alienations from the revenue ; thus relieving the Commissioner of a large 
portion of his duties-, and leaving him nothing in these Departments but to report 
the result to Government which he has -altogether failed to do.' 

Mr. Plowden then, in fact, has been allowed to have ever since December 
1857 the most material part of the assistance which he solicited - from' Govern- 
ment, and yet none of the reports which he promised on that condition have been 
submitted. All that Mr. Plowden asks for in his letter of the 23rd Sepsember is 
that Major Elliot in addition to the powers he was and is still exercising should 
undertake all the English and other business in the Judicial,. R evenue, and Police 
Departments appertaining to a Commissioner leaving him (Mr. Plouden) “still to 
perform all the Judicial, Revenue and Police functions of the Judicial, Financial 
and Chief Commissioners in the Punjab together with all the duties in the- 
Poiitical, Pub’ic Works and Military Departments.” But while on the one hand it 
will be seen that Major Elliot is already exercising almost all the functions 
with which Mr. Plowden proposes to vest him, on the other hand Mr. Plowden’s 
description of the -duties left- for himself to perform must* be taken in connection 
with the fact that Nagpore contains only d districts yielding a revenue of 50 lakhs, 
while the Punjab (exclusive of the Delhi Territory and Hill States) contains 25 
districts yielding a revenue of 2 crores, and Pegu where the Commissioner does the 
whole work without any agency intermediate bttueen him and the District Officers, 
and does it well and punctually, consists of 6 distiicts (including a large seaport 
town) yielding upwards of 40 lakhs of revenue. Mr. Plowden also points to thfe 
Jubbulpore Division where the Commissioner has the assistance of a Civil and 
Sessions Judge ; but this aid was- given him when the Division con.sisted of 
1 1 disii'Icts yielding nearly 50 lakhs of revenue, and even now the Division 
comprises 8" districts with a total area not very much less than that of Nagpore. 

In the 20th paragraph of his letter Mr. Plowden says that if he has the ass-ist- 
ance of a Commissioner he might hope in six months to bring up his arrears ' of 
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replies and reports due to Government in all Departments *. but virtually he has had 
this assistance since December 1857 and yet of the reports are furnished. 
\>'l:en they do come Mr. Plowden says they will shew that no where has more 
Decn accomplished with greater advantage to the Government and contentment to 
the people than in Nagpore, and that nowhere, on the whole, has the Government 
been served more laboriously or zealously. This may or may not be so ; but 
I cannot take it upon Mr. P!owden*s bare assurance so long as the Government 
»» kept so ill-informed of all that goes on in the Province. 

The remainder of Mr. Plowden's letter of the 23rd September consists of 
proposals to remunerate Major Elliot and Mr. ElHs for their services and to 
remodel the establishments. These proposals will be considered separately. 

The quarterly statement of unanswered references submitted as an 
Appendix to Mr. Plowden's letter is in itself a formidable cntalogue of arrears, 
but it gives but an imperfect idea of the reports and returns which are due from 
him, and of the other arrears in his office. 

He has not submitted a general report on the administration of the Province 
for any one year since he assumed charge of it. 

He has furnished no report on the system of revenue management adopted 
in the Province, or of the demands, collections and balances,— none on the 
administration of Civil or Criminal justice, — none on the Police, — none on the 
Jails, — none on Public Works or Buildings. 

He has submitted no definite or practicable scheme of pub'ic education 
though expressly called on to do so by orders of the i2ih March 1857. 

lie has furnished no quarterly abstracts of Civil or Criminal business or 
rendered any information on these subjects since October 1857. 

He has failed to render the accounts of the Province to the Accountant 
General. 

He has made no complete and general report of the occurrences during the 
murmies, though repeatedly called upon to do >o, — nor has he sent in the names 
ol those who have rendered good service to the Goveinmcnt and are dtserving 
of reward. 

Wc have had no report whatever regarding the organization of the Sudder 
and Mofussil Establishments. 

\Vc know nothing of the pl.nns formed for the Survey and Settlement of the 
Province, or of the progress made on them. 

Wc have had no report on the claims and conditions of the family of the 
late Rajah, or the provision to be made for their support, or the grants and 
pensions allotted to their retainers, or the o’d native establishments, or on the 
religious and charitable allowances granted by Native Government. 

Besides these, there are many matters of minor importance, on which 
reports fiavc been called for from Mr. Pfowden in vain ; and there arc some on 
which, though reports have been received, the delay in dealing with them has 
been noticed with reprehension. 
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Last is the case of Captain Bell by whom , the gravek charges have been 
brought against Mr. Plowden. The first of these charges dates from more than 
two years ago. They have been contradicted, by telegraph messages from 
Mr. Plowden, but they still remain substantially unanswered, notwithstanding 
repeated assurances that a report would be shortly submitted. 

Within the last few weeks the following telegrams, have been received from 
Mr. Plowden: — 

,28th, June. — “ I have been suffering from repeated! attacks of fever for 
many days past which has incapacitated, me during , the last few days 
from attending to business for more than five or six hours daily, and has more 
especially prevented me from submitting a fresh proposition, I have to make 
for enabling me to take up the many very important matters which are overdue 
and which I cannot hope to do, .unless 1 am fully relieved of all current duties, 
except the duty of supervision and control. More by post in a few days, I. hope. ” 

July — " I am still unfit for full w'ork, and beg the indulgence of a few days 
to enable me to complete .a postal copy in Captain Bell’s case, and also to 
submit a final proposition for enabling me to lake up and deaf ' off the many, 
important matters which are lying over through no fault of mine, within the next 
six months." , , / 

31st July. — "I have been. .suffering continually from ’ fever since my 
message of,; the . 2nd , instant and more especially during the last week' which 
has rendered me incapable of any great exertion and .compels’, me to moderate 
my labors. My Personal Assistant has also been laid up with fever during the 
past week. I hope under "present treatment to be fit for full work again in a 
few days. ", ’ ; . l , 

, : Nearly two months have passed since, the date of the last of these messages, 
and Mr. Plowden’s promises, so .far- as regards any communication to the 
Government on the important subjects referred to in 'them, have been in - no 
way kept. Not one written word on those subjects has been received- from, him'. , 

These are Mr. Plowden’s shortcomings in the conduct of the business of 
his commission. ■' .• , . .. 

It would not be fair to recite thern, without at the same time. giving him the 
credit ..which is his due for the, successful preservation' of order in NagpPre 
during the very cfitical times of 1857 and, i858..which formed at great part of the 
period that has been reviewed,.:; .^Mr. Plowden’s. position was one of peculiar 
difficulty. He had a large, recently acquired, and, still unsettled country to keep 
in allegiance. The force supplied to him for the purpose . was necessarily small. 

It was frequently. drawn upon for. the protectioh of neighbouring districts; and 
Mr. Plowden promptly and uncomplainingly responded to all calls made upon 
it. - Yet when Mutiny i or .Rebellion showed itself in Nagpore it was repressed 
speedily, - and the province has, upon the whole, remained orderly and well 
affected. . . ■ . .... .. 

The credit is not wholly Mr. Plowden’s ; but a large share of it is due to him. 
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Since the chief part of tin’s minute was written a case occurred which 
illustrates Mr. Plbwden’s mode of discharging his duties. ^ 

On the 14th of August Mr. Plowdcn telegraphed that the Jageerdar of 
Raikherec was in rebellion, that his people had made a raid into Hoshangabad and 
cut lip some police ; and that troops had marched on Raikheree from Hoshang- 
abad, and that others would co-operate from Chindwara. The telegram ended 
with the words “ More by post 

On the 25th of August nothing more having been received Mr. Plowden was 
requested to report quickly. 

On the 28th he telegraphed that all was quiet ; that the village of Raikheree 
had been burned by pur force from Hoshangabad ; but that that force being too 
weak had returned ; that the Chindwara force was still in the field ; and finally, 
that he had every hope of preventing a combined rebellion among the Jageerdars 
which would be a serious matter. Again the telegram ended with “ Full particulars 
by toomorrow’s post ”, 

_On the 8tli instant nothing had come, and Mr. Plowden was again reminded 
of his promise. 


He replied by telegraph to the effect that he has been in constant corre- 
spondence with the Chindwara and Jubbulpore authorities, which had caused 
him to postpone his report ; that he had taken measures to prevent a combination 
of the jageerdars ; and that all was quiet at Nagpore, the Jageerdar having 
committed no overt act of rebellion beyond resisting the troops sent against him! 

Again the message ends with ” I hope to report immediately”. 

It is now the 241!! of September or six weeks since the ist beginning of the 
disturbance, which, was certainly such as to make a full and early report to the 
Government a part of Mr. Plowden's duty ; but not one word beyond these 
messages has been received from him. 

It is impossible to tolerate this neglect of duty, and I therefore repeat the 
recommendation that Mr. Plowden be at once removed'from his post. 

' (Signed) CANNING. 

September 24^/1,. 1859. 

• I concur. 


I entirely concur. 


(Signed) J..OUTRAM; 

2^th September 1859. 


(Signed) H. B. HARINGTON. 

2*jth September 1859. 
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(0 your Court for ‘murder tlic uniform order upon all being that the case 
‘ ^Yill be taken up in due course one or two of the prisoners have died since 
the commitment and the cases have been in consequence ‘ struck off the fileJ 
His Lordship in Council believes, so far as he is aware, that since the annexation 
of Nagpore no Criminal trial has been submitted for the orders of the Govern* 
ment of India from that Province, such references might have been expected 
seeing that you are not empowered to execute a capital sentence without 
authority from the Government of India, and it is hardly to be supposed that 
in the course of two years no case of murder calling for a capital sentence 
should have come before you,” 

“ The cases excerpted arc taken from your diaries between the 17th May 
and sSlh June last. It has not been thought necessary to search preceding 
diaries, the cases under notice being sufiicient to make the Government desirous 
ol knowing how many commitments arc now awaiting trial before you, on what 
charges the prisoners stand committed, and the date of such commitment. 1 am 
accordingly directed to request that you will submit to Government information 
on these points with the least practicable delay.” 

" I am also directed to take this opportunity to bring to your notice that 
the Government receives no periodical returns, in however abstract a form, either 
of the Civil or Criminal business transacted in the Province of Nagpore. The 
Kon'ble Court have recently observed that Officers, discharging such duties and 
not subject to the supervision of the Sudder Court, should be under some sort of 
control on the part of the Government. Two sets of forms which are used by 
the Commissioner of Mysore, the one for Civil the other for Criminal business, 
are accordingly forwarded for your information, and I am to request that you 
will prepare and send up to Government similar returns, altering the forms so 
far as it may be necessary to do so in order to adapt them to the constitution of 
the Agency ejnployed in the Province under your management.” 

4. To these letters you replied on the j 2th September that some of the 
matters mentioned in the letter of the 14th July had been disposed of and were 
finder report and that a separate report showing the progress made in all of them 
was under preparation and would shortly he submitted ^ and with regard to the 
letter of the 22nd August that statements containing the information therein called 
for had been put in hand mid would be submitted without any avoidable delay. 

5. On the 3fd June* 1858, nearly three years after you took charge of 
your office and nearly two years after you had ■written as above, the President in 
Council recorded the following Resolution; — 

” The President in Council observes that on the 14th July and 22nd August 
1856 Mr.'Piowdep was called upon to furnish reports on various subjects then 
Jong overdue, and to explain certain entries in Ins diaries indicating delay in the 
transaction of important business, Mr. Plowden stated jn reply on the 12th 
September that some of the matters referred to, had been disposed of and were 
under report, and that a general progress report of all was being prepared and 
would shortly be submitted. Mr. Plowden further represented that statements 
containing the informarion called for regarding the entries in his diaries had 
been put in hand and would be submitted wnthput delay,” 



' This correspondence was forwarded to the Home Department whe e a 
question was then pending as to the pa) mcnt to Mr Plouden of ctrtain arrears 
of sabr> which had been withheld from him m consequence of some delay in the 
p eparalion of his report on salt * 

' The papers were returned to this Department with a minute recorded b> 
the Goiernor General on the 24th September 18^6 and concurred in by the 
members of Council in which after referring to the correspondence aboie men 
tioned His Lordship expressed his opinion ‘that this mode of dealing with the 
instructions of the Supreme Government js disrespectful that it raises gra^e 
doubts as to the eflicicnc) of Mr Plowden s administration of his charge and 
that it makes It impossible for the Goiemment to entertain any claim from him 
to indulgence or fa\our until these doubts shall lia\e been cleared up and until 
he «hall haac shown that he has neither neglected his duties nor trifled w th the 
orders 0! the Got ernment '* 

‘ There has recentl) been transferred to Ibis Department for such orders as 
ma) now be deemed necessary a copy of Mr Plowden s letter of the 1st August 
1856 asking for his arrears of salarj, of the minute of the 24th Augu^t and of 
3 letter addressed to Mr Plowden from the Home Department on ihe 3rd 
October 1856 to the same effect as the passage quoted from the minute 

' Since then it does not appear that Mr Plowaen has furnished an\ of the 
reports or statements called for and promised m 1856, or that any further nonet 
has been taken of the subject ' 

' The President m Council accordingly desires tha» Mr Plowden mav be 
called upon to submit an immediate explanation of the dela\ which has occurred in 
furnishing the reports in question U is the intention of His Honor m Council 
with adiertencc to Mr Plowden s application for his arrears of salar) on the 
receipt of this cxphnaiion to forward It with such remarks as ma) sctm to be 
called for, to the Right Hon blc the Governor General, for final consideration 
and orders 

6 On the same di) )OU mere desired to furnish the required reports, with 
an immediate explanation of the dcla) which had alrcad) occurreu in transmuting 
them Up to this lime however )ou have not sent up any of the reports required 
of jou except one of an imperfect kind on the Sa)rr revenue of the Province 
which has rcccnilj been disposed of, )ou have not furnished any periocical 
returns of Civil or Criminal business and )ou have supplied the Government with * 
ro informition at all of a general kind 

2 But on the 23rd September 1858 >ou sent til n letter in explanation of 
this dcla) and of )our failure to give the Govcmnenl any information as to the 
gcr'rni administration of the Province, or is to the numerous important questions 
connected mih it winch pre^s for decision In this fetter of the 23rd September 
jou first recapitulate the substance of former applications joumide to Govern 
n ent rep cserimg the overwhelming nature of )out duties, and the ncccssit) for 
pvirg ) oil further assisMnce In these previous ipphcalions the first of which 
IS di cd December 6 h 1850 (rearh 3 months after vour nssurance and promise 
of the lalh 5 ep ember) after enlarging sagtef) upon the excessively heavy 
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and even now the Division comprises 8 Districts wUh ^ tot^l area not very much 
less than that of Nagpore. 

11. In the 2oth paragraph of your letter you say that if you have the 
assistance of a Commissioner you might hope in six months to bring up your 
arrears of replies and reports due to Government in all Departments • but virtually 
you have had this assistance since December 1857 and yet nofie of the reports are 
furnished. You say that when submitted, these reports will shew that nowhere 
has more been accomplished with greater advantage to the Government and 
contentment to the people than in Nagpore, and that nowhere on the whole has 
ihe Government been served more laboriously or zealously. This may or may 
not be so; but His Excellency in Council cannot take it upon your bare assurance 
so long as the Government is kept so ill-informed of all that goes on in the 
Province. 

12. The Quarterly Statement of unanswered references submitted as an 
appendix to your letter is in itself a formidable catalogue of arrears, but it gives 
hut an imperfect idea ol the reports and returns which are due from you, and of 
the other arrears in your office, 

13. You have not submitted a general report on the administration of the 
Province for any one year since you assumed charge of ii. 

14. You have furnished no repoit on the system of revenue management 
adopted in the Province, or of the demands, collections and balances ; none on 
the administration of Civil or Criminal justice ; none op the Police ; none on the 
jails ; none on Public Works or buildings. 

15. You have submitted no dermttc or practicable scheme of public educa* 
'tlon though expressly called on to do so by orders'of the 12th Nfarch 1857. 

16 You have furnished no quarterly abstracts of Civil 01;' Criminal 
business or rendered any information on these subjects since^October 1857. 

17. You have failed to render the accounts of the Province to the 
Accountant-General. 

18. You have made no complete and general report of the occurrences 
during the mutinies though repeatedly called upon to do so, nor have you sent 
in the names of those who have rendered good service to the Government and 
are deserving of reward. 

19 You Iiav'c submitted no report uhalcver regarding the organlration of 
the Sudder and Mofussil Establishments, 

20. The Government knows nothing of the plans formed for the Survey 
^nd Selllemcnt of tbc Province orqf ihp progress made on them. 

21, No report has been submitted on the claims and conditions of the 
family cf the late Rajah, or the provision to be made for their support, or the 
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the other arrears m your office, 

13 You have not submitted a general report on the administration of tho 
Province for any one year since you assumed charge of ii 

14 You have furnished no report on the system of revenuo management 
adopted in the Province or of the demands, collections and balances none on 
the administration of Civil or Criminal justice, none on the Police , none on the 
Jails , none on Puhhc Works or &uildmgs 

15 You have submitted no dcrmuc or pnoticable scheme of public cduca 
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«rants^ and pensions allotted to their retainers, and to the old Native 
Establishment or on the religious and charitable allowances granted by the 
Native Government. 

22 . Besides these there are many matters of minor importance on which 
reports have been called for from you in vain ; and there are some on which 
though reports have been received the delay in dealing with them has been 
noticed with reprehension. 

23. Within the last few weeks the following telegrams have been received 
from yell : — 

eSth June — " I have been suffering from repeated attacks of fever for many 
days past which has incapacitated me during the last few days from attending to 
business for more than five or six hours daily, and has more especially prevented 
me from submitting a fresh proposition I have to make for enabling me to take 
up the many very important matters which arc overdue, and which I cannot 
hope to do, unless 1 am fully relieved of all current duties, except the duty of 
supervision and control : more by post in a few days I hope. ” 

luly — “ 1 am still unfit for full work and beg the indulgence of a few days to 
enable me to compleie a postal copy in Captain Bell's case, and also to submit 
a final proposition for enabling me to take up and clear off the many important 
matters which are lying over through no fault of mine, within the next six months. ” 

31st July — “ I have been suffering continually from fever since my message 
of the end instant and more especially during the last week which has rendered me 
incapable of any great exertion and compels me to moderate my labour, my 
personal Assistant has also been laid up with fever during the past week. I 
hope under present treatment to be fit for full work again in a few days. ” 

Two months have now passed since the date of the last of these messages 
and your promises, so far as regards any communication to the Government of 
India on the important subjects referred to in them, liave been in no way kept. 
Not one written word on those subjects has been received from you. 

24. Another case has recently occurred whicli illustrates your mode of 
discharging your duties. 

25. On the 14th of August you telegraphed that the Jageerdar of Rai- 
kheree was in rebellion; that his people had made a raid into Hoshungabad, 
and cut up some Police; and th?t troops bad marched on Raikheree from 
Hoshungabad, and that others would co-operate from Chindvvara, the telegram 
ended with the words “ more by post. ” 

26. On the 25th oL August nothing more having been received, you. w'ere 
requested to report quickly. 

27. On the 28th you telegraphed that all was quiet; that the village of 
Raikheree had been burned by our force from Hoshungabad; but that that 
force being too weak had returned ; that the Chindvvara force was still in the 
field ; and finally that you had every hope of preventing a combined rebellion 
among the Jageerdars, which would be a serious matter.^ Again the telegram 
ended with “ full particulars by to-morrow’s post. ” 



28 On the 8th September nothing had come and you uere again reminded 
of your promise 

29 You replied bv telegraph to the effect that you had been in constant 
correspondence with the Chmdwaraand Jubbulpore authorities which had caused 
you to postpone \our report that you had taken measures lo prevent a combination 
of the Jageerdars, and that all was quiet at Nagpore, the Jageerdar having 
committed no overt act of rebellion beyond resisting the troops sent against 
him Again the message ended with the words ‘ I hope to report immediately ” 

30 It IS now more than six weeks since the first beginning of the 
disturbance which was certainly such as to make a full and early report to the 
Government a part of your duty, but not a line beyond these messages has been 
received from you 

31 Last of all is the case of Captam Bell b) wl om the gravest cha’-ges 
have been brought against )Ou The first of these charges dates from more 
than two years ago They have been contradicted by telegiaph messTge> from you, 
but they stiUremamsubsianliaUyunanswered notwithstanding repeated assur-xnces 
that a report would be shortly submitted 

32 These are your shortcomings m the conduct of the business of your 
commission 

33 The Governor Gereral m Council well knows that i‘ would not be fair 
to recite them V. uhout at the same time giving you the credit which la due for 
the successful preservation of order m Nagpore during the very critical times of 
i 8>7 and 1858 which formed a great part of the period that has been reviewed 
Your position was one of peculiar difiicu’ty. You had a large recently acquired 
and St ll unsettled country to keep m allegiance The force supplied to you for 
the purpose was necessarily small It was frequently drawn upon for the 
protection of neighbouring Distncts and you promptly and uncomplainingly 
responded lo all calls made upon it Yet when mutinv or rebellion showed itself in 
Nagpore it was repressed speedily ano the Province Ins upon the whole remained 
orderly and well affected 

34 The credit of this is not wholly yours but a large share of it la due to 
vou Still His Excellency m Council IS compelled to come lo the conclusion 
that wuh all your acknowledged ability you cannot be relied upon to conduct 
t filciently the ordinary out most important duties of your charge , and that tl has 
become necessary for the public good and for the credit of the Government that 
you «.hould be icUevcd cf it 

35 The forbear nee shown to you has been very great, but it Ins been 
profitlcaS, and i must cease 

36 The Governor General in Council has accordingly resolved with much 
regret to remove you from the po>t of Commissioner of Nagpore, and to place 
vour services at the disposal of the Government of Bengal Major Elliot, now 
the second Officer of the Commibsion 1 as been appointed to succeed you, and 
you arc requested to make over charge of your office to him, as soon after you 
receive these instructions as possible A copv of this letter has been furnished 
lo Major Elliot for informat on and for record m the Commissioner s Office 
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Leiti'r No. 
Es-.si, 
Mojor 


Co6j, Joiii.i Eorf H't/Iuim, 0!/o5i:r iS^g, ffom C. Beado.x, 

5 »v/.''/.iry ij the Govcrumctit of litdii. Foreign! Department^ to 
F, /V. Fl.liOi\ Dfpuiy Commissioner, is/ Class, Nag pore. 


I ara difccied lo acquaint you thai the Governor General In Council, tor 
till’ reasons staled In rny scjjarale loiter* of tills date, copy of whicii is enclosed 
for your inforsnaiion. and lor record in the Coininissioner's OlTice, has resolved 
lo remove Mr. G. Plo-.vdon from the post of Commissioner of iS’aijpore, and to 
annulnl vou lo succeed him, 

«. » a 


Iiutc 


vou 


2. Mr. Plo’<vden has been directed to make ovtir chartjc of his OfHcc to 
a> soi'U alter ihe leccspl of these orders as possible. 


3. With reference to paraqtapii .51 of the ielter toMr. Plorvden. the Governor* 
Gei.et.al in Crau'.cil recpiests liiat you will ;»tate, after a fu’l eonsicleraiion of all 
liu: circusrstances re' tin: r.i^-e, whether you couaider that Captain Bell can 
.o>.‘.'!:Ua''eyu^lv be retained iti the Crunmiasion. 

tf 

In the absence of all c'.Nplanation from Mr. Plowden of the m.vttcrs whicii 
C.-iptaindiell lias I'rouqhi. jo lim notice t't the Gi>vernmen!, it is impossible to 
jtrdge rm.'illy of Capt.iiti lieli'.s conduct, lie has been in.subordinate, and even 
deUanl of site Ctimniissioncr's authority, but his allegations may be true, and 
his proceedings have the appearance at least of being dictated by a regard for 
the public iiueres'., and devoi<l of unworthy or scllish purposes. 

5. 'riie Government will reserve its decision respecting Captain Bell, until 
it is in possession of your report upon hi.s cotuluct. You will understand that 
you are not expected to (.'.tjire.ss any opinion upon .Mr. Plowdeii’s proceedings, or 
to enter further than can be avoided into the merits of the controversy between 
him and Cnpt.ain Bell, hut that you arc to confine yourself to the question, 
whether, after all th.ii has cccurrcd, it is desirable that Captain Bell should remain 
in Civil employment in the Province. 

6. Annexed Is ti list of Captain Dell’s letters, copies of most of which have 
been furnished by him to Mr. Plowden. Four letters from Mr. Plowden are 
also entered in the list. No copy of these documents are forwarded to you, as, 
if not in liie Commissioner’s Office, they can be obtained otherwise at Nagpore. 

7. t am desired further to request that you will make immediate arrange- 
ments, subject to the approval of the Govcinnient, for the discharge of the duties 
of the Subordinate Offices of the Commission, consequent upon your proniotion : 
and that you will, at your earliest convenience, submit a statement of arrears of 
business in the Commissioner’s Office and report how you intend to dispose of 
them. It is essential that the information which has been so frequently demanded 
from I'llr. Plowden, on every branch of the administration, should be furnished 
without any further delay. 
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Fort William: 
Foreign Department. 
The Q,rd October 1859 

NOTIFICATION 

Its Excellency the GoNernor-General in Council is pleased to appoint 
E K Elliot to be Commissioner and Agent to the Governor-General 
in the Province of Nagpore, sncp Mr G. A. C Plowden, whose '' services are 
placed at the disposal of the Government of Bengal 

CECIL BEADON, 
Secretary to the Goiernment of India 


Despatch No 43 dated London^ the Z'\rd Septen,be* froin the Secretary 

of State for India^ to His Excellency the Right Hon ble the Goi,ernor~ 
General of India in Council 

j I I transmit to )ou herewith a copy of a printed memorandum* on the affairs 
^*0* Nagpore, submitted to the Secretary of State for India in Council, byMr R S 
Ellis of the Madras Civil Service, Deputy Commissioner m that Province, at 
present residing in England 

2 In the absence of all recent information relating to the progress of events 
in Nagpore Her Majesty’s Government are unable to form any opinion respecting 
the probable accuracy or inaccuracy of Mr, Ellis’ statements , but this very 
absence of information is a proof of Mr Plouden’s rcmissness, and of his neglect 
of the insiruc 10ns of the Government under which he serves 

3 Her Majesty’s Government being therefore, owing to Mr Plowden’s 
own failure without any means of disproving the statements contained in the 
memorandum, desire that )ou willlose no time in instituting a searching enquiry 
inlo the allegations It contains It will not be sufficient that >cu should send this 
memorandum to Mr Plowden for his remarks, as such a courscwould involve 
considerable delay from which serious evil might arise I would therefore direct 
llntjou should select a competent officer of high standing and character to 
proceed to Nagpore and to investigate on the spot the grave charges preferred by 
Mr Ellis against his official Chief As the enquiry into all these statements may 
occupy considerable lime, the Special Commissioner selected by you shouM be 
instructed to report to jour Government, as soon as he is able to form anopinion, 
on an) one of the leading points ammadverted upon by Mr Ellis 

4 If the report of the Special Commissioner on any leading charge selected 
for primar) consideration should be unfavourable, you are requested to suspend 
Mr Plowden during the prosecution of the enquiry into the remaining sialcmcnts 
and until the irstruciions of Her Majesty’s Government are communicated to 
you 



memorandum relating to nAgpore: 

It is easy, reading past events-by the light of the present, to condemn Lord' 
Dalhousie’s policy oPannexation, and to wonder at the blind zeal and rapidity 
with which that statesman carried into effect a policy wHich hastened the events' 
of 1857, — but it is both idle and unjust to cast ail blame upon the former 
Gbvernor-Gerieral, or to hold him alone guilty of the unjust increase to our 
territories which took place during' his* administration. The majority of the 
Gourt of Directors, the' Board of Control, the' majority of the members of the 
Supreme Council, and many of the mnst^ experienced subordinate Indian- 
officials supported and applaudfed the bold and consistent policy of the Governor- 
General. It required such a catastrophe as the revolt of the native army to 
awaken the British nation to the real position of India and ta the practical effect 
of Lord Dalhousie’s measures, while it has required all the' resourfces- of* Great 
Britain to re-establish order over' aJ great part of our Indian Empife. 

Order is, however, restored, and it is necessary now' to consider not only 
what improvements shall be introduced into . the Government of our Indian 
Empire, but also w'hether, in obedience to the dictates of justice, we can safely 
retrace any of'our steps, or restore those possessions- which we have wrongfully 
acquired. The chief objections which will be raised to this course are, that 
restitution w'ould be misinterpreted by the natives* and princes of lndia, and that 
an act of the' British nation, indicative to the European world of magnanimitv 
and power, might be understood in India only as-^a sign of fear and weakness; 
Another objection- is; that it wou'd' be cruel, after giving the natives of the 
.recently annexed territories the experience of a just and benevolent Government, 
to surrender them once more to the despotism and misrule of their native 
sovereigns.- Some weight may be attached to the first of these objections, 
although it may reasonably be believed that our loss would be more than 
compensated by the gratitude and respect of the natives for such signal acts of 
justice. As regards the second obstacle to restoration, it is a painful truth that 
it requires a longer experience of our rule than has been given to the natives of 
the territories annexed during Lord Dalhousie’s administration, to convince them 
that our Government is really benevolent and actually advantageous to them. 
At present they have only learnt how severe is the land tax of the British' 
Government, how inexorable are the collectors of the revenue, how tardy is the' 
justice of the civil courts, how imperfect and yet oppressive is the police, and 
How' uncertain the tenure of the hereditary landholders of the country. 

Whatever force there may be in objections to the restoration of our recently 
acquired territories, it is impossible' to disguise our policy or to conceal the 
reasons which make us adopt- as our principle the maxim of Vestigia nulla 
retrorsum. It is, however, right and necessary that we should understand 
thoroughly the-ground^ upon which each case of annexation is based, so that 
we may determine' in each given case the amount of injury done by the past 
policy of the British Government in India, and in what manner compensation — ■ 
if not restoration— may best be made to the injured. 

The object of the present memorandum is briefly to describe the annexation 
of Nagpore, the condition in which the members of the R,oyal family of Nagpbre' 
h-ave-been left, and-certain circumstances in connection with our administration-' 



in the Province of Nagpore ^hlch appear worthy uf the inime 4 iate attention af 
the Council of India 

The strong feeling which prevails at Nagpore upon this subject, the know- 
ledge that justice, though repeatedly promised, has not jet been done to the 
widows, adopted son, and relatives of the last Rajah, who died on the i ith of 
December 1853, imperatively demand an immediate and ^serious consideration 
of the present circumstances of this country 

At the death of the last Rajih. he left four widows who subsequently 
adopted, according to Hindoo custom, their nearest male relative, the joung 
Prince Yeswunt Rao Aher Rao, who consequently took his family name of 
Bhonslah The grandmother of the deceased Rajah, the Banka Baee was 
however still living, and both from the force of her talents, her age, high charac- 
ter and personal popularity, was practically the head of the family 

From the date of the last Rajah’s demise to the present lime (June 18^9) 
no definitive settlement of the rank of the adopted heir has been authorised, 
no final arrangement of the palace finances has yet been made, and the proceeds 
of the sale of the rojal property, which had been effected b) the late East India 
Company, still remain m the hands of the Supreme Government 

But the most serious cause of disaitisfaction at Nagpore is the vaciUalmg 
conduct of the present Chief Commissioner, Mr George Plowden, who, after 
promising speedy settlement of these outstanding claims, has hither‘o postponed 
ony report to Government , after promising the proper recognition of the young 
pnnee’s rank, and the settlement of a fit stipend upon him, now denies hib 
promise , and who finally has repudiated the acts and undertakings made by 
Ins subordinate officers wnh his cognizance and consent, has insulted the natives 
of rank, who requested the fulfilment uf his pronvise?, and has suspended ht^ 
Assistant Commissioner for declining to lend himself to the Commissioner's 
unseemly and illegal treatment of the royal family of Nagpore 


In order to render intelligible -a brief narrative of the annexilion of Nagpore, 
It will be necessary to trace the events which preceded the accession ot the 
late Rajah, Riighojee HI, to tlie so'ereigniy of the Nigpore country The 
following summary, forming part of Lord Ualhousiu’s Minute regarding the 
annexation, sets forth ihe principal histoncalfacts * 

" The present territory of Nagoore forms a small potJlon of -the powerful 
State which, under the dominion of the house of Bhonskih, is Rajahs of Berar, 
was one of the chief mcmbcisof the Mahratta Confederacj 


“ Rughojec Bhonslah first raised the family 10 sovereign rank about the 
year 1743, and at Jiis death, in 175^, lus dominions acquired partly by conquest 
and partly b) usurpation from the Gond Rajah oj D,eogurh, extended from the 
Nerbuddalo the Godivery, and from the Ajuntah Hills to the Bay of Bengal 


“ The second Rughojee, dunng all ihe earlier part of his reign, maintained 
relations of amit) with the Brinsh Government, but after the fall of lippoo Sultan, 
and the parlUion of his dominions, the jea’ousy felt by the Mahratta powers 


•DM«d -8th 1854 (Pwl^ciiU»y Papers, Raja of Uerar J«I^, ,854, or pa«» 31-44 of Col cct ofl 

t^jardin; Eifhrat «f let Na;pere Proiince— j4) jsi r * ss 



xjf the ‘increa’sing as'cendency of the.'British induced Rughojee lo lake part nith 
Scindiah against them. He shared the -defeat of Scindiah at Assaye ; and 
having subsequently lost the greater part of his army at Argaum, he signed the 
treaty of Deogaum. which deprived him of Berar .and Cuttack, and of other 
portions of his dominions. 

“Upon the death of Rughojee, i'S<i6, he was succeeded by his son Pursojee, 
'who was replaced in the following year by Appa Sahib, 

^ _ “ Shortly after his. accession, 'indications of unfriendly 'feelings towards the 
British' Government were betrayed by 'the Rajah, Appa Sahib. His secret 
-negotiations with the Peishw^i Bajee'Rao, with. Scindiah, and with the Pindarecs 
were detected, and his treachery was soon afterwards openly displayed by his 
•attack up.on the Resident and the British troops, 'which -led to the famous action 
at Seetabuldee, on the 26th and 27th November 181.7. 

“ After the lapse of some days, terms were granted to Appa Sahib, -under 
-which he surrendered himself to the Resident. Notwithstanding tiiis surrender, 
-the Rajah's troops fought another action at Nagpore, on i6th -December, and 
defended the city tlil^ the 30th December, when -it was given up. Thereafter 
a provisional engagement was formed by the Resident with Appa Sahib, where- 
■by he was to be retained upon the musnud on condition of giving up certain 
territories, together -w-ith other concessions. This^provisional engagement was 
xonfirmed by the G.overnor-GeneraI. 

“ Appa Sahib, however, had no sooner ’been restored t'o power 'than he 
recommenced his intrigues against the Pritish Government. His renewed treachery 
.was so apparent that he w-as arrested bv the Resident on the 15th March 1818 
'On his way towards Allahabad he effected his escape fiora his guard, and, 
after an unsuccessful attempt during that year to regain his hold of Nagpore, he 
fled to Hindosian in February 1819. Appa Sahib died at Joudpoor in 1840, 

“ Immediately after bearing of the attack upon ’the British troops at 
Seetabuldee, the Governor-General -informed the Re-sident at Nagpore, that he 
'had resolved upon the ‘establishment of the grandson of tlie late Rajah. Rugojee 
Bhonslah, by his daughter, Bala Sahib, in the dignity of Rajah.' The Governor- 
General added, . . . “ The territory conquered from Appa Sahib by the 

'.British arms will be conferred -upon the new -Rajah, after such deductions as 
the British Government may think proper to make.” 

“ The resolution of -the Governor-General w^s not at that time carried into 
effect, ky reason of the provisional engagement which had in the meantime been 
made by' the Rerident for the restoration of Appa Sahib to the musnud.. and 
which the Governor-General had at once confirmed. But upon the renewal of 
-the -treachery of Appa Sahib , in March following, the Governor-General directed 
.that he should be dethroned, and that the xresolutiou taken in December 1-817 
should be carried .into effect. Accordingly, on the 18th June 1 8.1.8, tke Resident 
was thus addre.<=sed : ‘ You are ap-prised that the Go.vernor-Genex.d contemplated 
.elevating to the musnud of Nagpore the infant son .of Nana Goojur by a 
daughter pf the late Rajah Raghojee Bhonslah, and you will have been prepared 
to give effect to that resolution. Should you not already have done so„ under 
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li c general sanction deducible from the former Instructions, >'0U will be pleased 

to proclaim the young prince Rajah of Nagpore, and to invite Banka Baee to 
exercise fho office of guardian of. the >*oung Rajah’ and regent of the State.' 
No treaty ;\as made at that time ; but m 1816 a treaty was- concluded whereby 
Ills territories were guaranteed to the Rajah, * his-Ae/rs and iuccessots.' 

“ The Rajah was placed ori'ihe musnud on ihe*25th June. Th&Banka Baee- 
was appointed Regent ; buMhe administration uas carried on for many years 
cn behalf of the British Government by the Resident; Mr. Jenkins, greatly to 
the benefit of the Rajah, aud with infinite advantage to the people of Nagp.ore." 

In the year 1826, when the late Rajah Raghojee Bhonslah was "approaching 
1 is majoriiy, Sir Richard Jenkins wrote as follows: "The^ early restoration of' 
tl c State of Nagpore to its rank as one of- the substantive powers of India, 
continues to bo the earnest wish of the Governor-General in Councih" 

Accordingly, on the 13th December 1826, a treaty was ratlfred by Lord* 
Amherst, then Go\ernor*GcneraU of Ihdia, by which the Rajah of'Nagpore* 
confumed the treaty made by Appa Sahib in 1816, ceding certain territories 
to tbe British Go\erniTicnt, for the payment of the expenses of the permanent 
military force maintained by the British Government in His Highness’ territories,* 
at d in lieu of the subsidy of 7,50,000 rupees formerly paid by the said Rajah, 
and of the conUngenl-hc was bound to maintain by the former/ treatyi 

The British Government on its part guaranteed the rest of the dominions 
of the Nagpore State tO' the Maha Rajah Rughojee Bhonslah, his hetrs and 
inum^rx. 

In the preamblo to this treaty, the Maba. Rajah' Rughojee Bhbnslah 
is described as having succeeded to the same by the favour of tho British 
Government. 

These facts arc important, because they provo that when Appa Sahib 
rebelled in 1817, and was deposed bythe then Governor-General, the- Marquis 
of HaslingSf it was rcsolicd not to annex the kingdom of Nagpori*, as undoubt- 
edly was the right by conquest of the British Government ; but to condone the 
treason of Appa Sahib, so fac as it a^cctcd the Bhonslah family, by placing the 
next heir, the grandson of Rughojee II, by his daughter Bala o.ahib, on the 
musnud, and the appointment by the- British Government of a regency during 
the minority of thC')oung Rajah 

It wi 1 thus bo sccta that although by right of*conqucst the State of Nag- 
|V->re was at cur dbposal in 1818, it was not then annexed, but without any 
uterregnum the next heir was allowed to succetd to Appa Sahib, deposed on 
account of Us treachery and. rebellion. 

Accordingly, on the 35th Junc«i8i8, the young prince Bajee Raoi grandson 
of Rughojee ll, was formally installed in the mu&nud, and the then Resident, 
after reporting the inslalhlion of the. Rajah, wrote thus: “One ceremony vet. 
remains, which is the adoption of the young Rajah into the Bhonslah family, 
which will be deferred until Goojur’s amvak This is required to enable him to- 
assume the name of Bhonslah, and to entitle him to the hereditary succession,, 
accoiding to the practice of Hindoo Slates.” 
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Lord Dajhousie, when arguing for the annexation 'of the kingdom of Nag- 
pore, lays great weight upon the fact that the adoption followed instead of, 
preceding the elevation of Bajee Rao to the mushudV'iri 'order that this ’ adbp'tion' 
should not he counted bn as a precedent upon which the Bhonslah family should 
claim the right to adopt ah heir' and successor on 'the sudden death of the late' 
Rajah without male heir of: his body or by adoption. ' ■ ■ 

This point is not really of any ' importance ; when the Governor- General 
resolved not to ‘ inflict on the Bhonslah family the punishment deserved by 
one member of it, Appa Sahib, he turned to the next heir,' Bajee’ Rao, and 
permitted him' to succeed to the' sovereignty. The Hindoo religious ceremony 
of. adoption was a matter that concerned; the Rajah and his relations much more 
than the Government.' The same reason that induced ' the Governor-General 
to permit Bajee Rao to succeed to- the mushud— namely, that ; Appa Bahib 
being deposed he, Bajee Rao, as 'grandson of Rughojee II, ’was the rightful 
heir of the Bhonslahs, was, the cause of his adoption into the Bhonslah family. 

The real. question at issue upon the death of the late Rajah was, .\vhether 
the widow of. the Rajah should be allowed to exercise the right of adoption, - 
and thereby secure the continuance of Nagpore as a ^Native ’State ; or whether, 
as the paramount pow'er in India, the’ British Government should refuse its 
consent to the exercise of this right. . • i 

No one can read the treaty of 1826 and not believe that the Rajah of 
Nagpore, at the. time that treaty was executed, was .regarded as being in. the 
dame position as if he had regularly succeeded Appa Sahib as Rajah of Nagpore. 
No fresh cession of territory was required of the young Rajah ; he merely 
confirmed the cession of territory made by Appa Sahib, the ratifications of which 
had not been exchanged during Appa Sahib’s tenure’ of power. - 

In the treaty of 1826 there is no trace of any disallowance or restriction of 
the ordinary Hindoo law of inheritance, nor, until the death of the late Rajah, 
W'as any such restriction as would prevent the adoption of an heir ■ and successor 
ever claimed by the superior or acknowledged by the'unferior power.' ■ - ; ' 

The Resident, Mr. Jenkins, in the report submitted by him to the Govern- 
ment in. 1.826, lays down specifically ' the' rules of succession to the Nagpore 
State, with all the authority .which w'as given to him ■ by long residence, in. the 
State, by intimate acquaintance with its rules and cust'orns, .and by participation 
in the direction of its highest concerns. , Mr. Jenkins writes.: “ It may be. useful 
here to. give a sketch of the general ' principles which - are acknowledged to 
regulate'the succession to .the guddee or rhusnud in the Bhonslah- family. : The 
fundein'ental maxim upon which it dependS-is, that ‘ it is hereditary in the entire 
male line from the common ancestor or first founder • of the dynasty, to. the 
exclusioniof females or Jheir issue; but that the.right may be limited or changed 
by th'e’ reigning prince adopting a successor according to the rules of the Hindoo 
law." 

, Anothef maxim generally acknowledged is, that ‘ on the death of a Rajah 
•ieaviiig no miale heir, it is the privilege of his principal widow to adopt, a child 
from the' relations ‘of: her husband to' succeed' him; and herself to‘ govern in his 
name'.’ ■ -- 



As years passed and no male heir was born to the Rajah, several Residents 
at the Court of Nagpore had their attention directed to the course to be pursued 
in the event of the Rajah dying without a male heir 

In February 8lh, 1837, Mr Cavendish, then Resident, addressed the 
Government on this subject, giving It as his opinion that adoption should not 
bealloned The Go; ernment of India m answer said ‘ It seems to His Lord- 
ship m Council to be quite premature to enter into any consideration of the 
subject adverted to in }our letter of the 8th ultimo The Rajih is a young man, 
and It IS too soon to speculate on his dying without issue ’ 

Three years later Major Wilkinson again requested to be instructed 
“what course should be adopted for the future government of this country” 
Major WiKinson differed from his predecessor, Mr Cavendish, regarding adoption 
He considered that the Rajah had been placed in exactly the same position as 
had been occupied by Appa Sahib, and that he or his widow would have a right 
to adopt 

No reply was made by the Government of India to Major Wilkinson's letter. 

Four years later, November 3rd, 1844 the Government was again addressed 
regarding adoption by Colonel Speirs, then Resident at Nagpore Colonel Speirs 
gave no definite opinion, but suggested that ‘ our advice should be made 
as little intrusive as possible, and should be guided by the general opinion of the 
family and the public *' 

The Governor General in Council replied " In the event of the death of 
the present Rajah without leaving children or an adopted son you should make 
arrangements for conducting the Government of Na^pore pending the orders of 
the Government of India wluch orders will be based on the circumstances that 
may present themselves at the time and the nght to make adoption which might 
be considered to attach to any surviving member of the Raja)) s famiiv ' Thus 
as Lord Dalhousie remarks, ‘ until the death of the late Rajah no recognmon 
of the nght to adopt was made, but the question was left entiri,Iy open ' It is 
not less certain that no prohibition to adopt was ever communicated to the late 
Rajah of Nagpore during his lifetime 

In December I S53 Mr Mansel, the Resident at Nagpore, reported the 
death of the Rajah of Nagpore, leaving four Ranee® — Anpoorna Baee, Dunya 
Bacc Anunda Baee and Kamalza Bace but no son or legitimate daughter, 
“ nor had His Highness thought of resorting to adoption to supply a successor 
to the throne before or during his last illness (bough every opportunity was 
afforded to md indeed pressed upon him by myself during the last two years 
to hy open his mind upon such a subiect if he entertained the wish" The 
subject has always been one of much interest and anxiety to the court people, 
especially since the close of the Sattara discussions The silence of the Rajah 
was thus a deliberate act of his own caused mainly by the deep dislike of 
His Highness to confess to the world bis misfortune of not having the prospect 
of a family , and partly by the fear instilled of late into his mind bv his bosom 
counsellor, that an adopted son would be a convenient handle for the Resident 
to use in effecting his deposition, if he would neither attend himself to the 
good government of the country nor permit his ministers to do so conscientiously 



and responsibly.' From tlic fact that the Rajah,' previous to and during his 
short and suddenly fatal illness, ^lid not adopt a successor, Lord Dalhousie con- 
sidered that tiic Rajah had no wish to see the sovereignty descend to an adop- 
tive son, and that his widow, influenced by the knowledge that these were her 
Royal husband’s feelings, was equally disinclined to have recourse to adoption 
after his decease. 

General Low, however, a very distinguished member of the Supreme Council, 
dissented from the Governor-General and from the other members of the Supreme 
Council as to the supposed right of the Government of India to annex the 
Slate of Nagpore. His views arc entitled to the highest respect and consider- 
ation as those of an accompllslied and high-minded Indian statesman, and his 
paper is of much value as containing an exact account of the real motives which 
induenced the laie Rajah of Nagpore in delaying, previous to his sudden and 
fatal illness, to adopt a successor, and the real causes which made the Banka 
Bate and the Ranees of the late Rajah delay adopting a son in accordance with 
Mahratta custom until such time as the intentions ol the British Government 
should be communicated to them. 

“Foreign Depart.ment, 

“ Minute by the Honourable Colonel y. Low, C. B, 

" On the death of the Rajah of Nagpore, and Minute by the Governor-General, 
dated 2 Zth 'January 1S5.}, respecting the measures to be adopted by the 
British Government in consequence of that event, 

“ I. .After a very careful perusal of the Most Noble the Governor- 
General's Minute on this important subject, and of the various papers circulated 
.'.long with that document, it is with feelings of sincere regret that 1 found it 
quite out of my power to arrive at the same conclusion as His Lordship has 
done respecting the course which the British Government ought now to pursue 
towards the Nagpore Slate ; and I can truly add, that 1 write this minute with 
much reluctance, for it ve.xes me that it should be my duty to express, on an 
important subject, sentiments which are opposed to those of a. statesman whose 
great talents, whose eminent public services, and whose whole character 1 view 
with genuine admiration and respect. 

“ 5. There is also another cause for my disinclination to write tin's minute,' 
which I may as w'ell confess at once, via., that I feel completely convinced that, 
practically speaking, it will have no effect whatsoever on the- majority of the 
public functionaries in London, who will have to consider and to decide this 
q^uestion. 

“ 3. Nor shall I be in the least degree surprised at such a result, more 
especially so if the Commissioners for the Affairs of India should exercise their 
legal prerogative in this case, by deciding the question (whether the Court of 
Directors may agree with them or not) ; for it is perfectly natural that the 
members of the Board of Control should not allow any weight whatever to the 
notions on such a question, of an officer like myself, who is entirely unknown to, 
them, when opposed to the deliberately-formed opinion of a statesman like the 
Marquis of Dalhousie, in whose well-proved ability and judgment, and high 
integrity of purpose they have entjre confidence. 
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As years passed and no male heir was born to the Rajah, several Residents 
at the Court of Nagpore had their attention directed to the course to be pursued 
m the event of the Rajah dying without a male heir 

In February 8th, 1837, Mr Cavendish, then Resident, addressed the 
Government on this subject, giving It as his opinion that adoption should not 
be allowed The Government of India in answer said ‘ It seems to His Lord- 
ship m Council to be quite prematuie to enter into any consideration of the 
subject adverted to in )0ur letter of the 8th ultimo The Rajih is a young man, 
and It IS too soon to speculate on his dying without issue *' 

Three years later Major Wilkinson again requested to be instructed 
“ what course should be adopted for the future government of this country ” 
Major Wikmson differed from his predecessor, Mr Cavendish, regarding adoption 
He considered that the Rajah had been placed in exactly the same position as 
had been occupied by Appa Sahib, and that he or his widow would have a right 
to adopt 

No reply was made by the Government of India to Major Wilkinson's letter. 

Four years later, November 3rd, 1844, the Government was again addressed 
regarding adoption b} Colonel Spetrs, then Resident at Nagpore Colonel Speirs 
gave no definite opinion, but suggested that “ our advice should be made 
as little intrusive as possible, and should be guided by the general opinion of the 
family and the public " 

The Governor General in Council replied “In the event of the death of 
the present Rajah without leaving children or an adopted son, you should make 
arrangements for conducting the Government of Nagpore pending the orders of 
the Government of India, which orders* will be based on the circumstances that 
mav present themselves at the time, and the right to make adoption which might 
be considered to attach to any surviving member of the Rijah s familv “ Thus, 
as Lord Dalhousie remarks, * until the death of the late Rajah no recognmon 
of the right to adopt was made, but the question was left entir^.ly open" It is 
not less certain that no prohibition to adopt was ever communicated to the late 
Rajah of Nagpore during his lifebme 

In December 1S53 Mr. Mansel, the Resident at Nagpore, reported the 
death of the Rajah of Nagpore, leaving four Raneee, — Anpoorna Baee, Dunya 
Bacc Anunda Baee and Kamalza Bace, but no son or legitimate daughter , 
“ nor had His Highness thought of resorting to adoption to supply a successor 
to the throne, before or during hts last illness though every opportunity was 
afforded to and indeed pressed upon him by myself, during the last two years, 
to H) open his mind upon such a subject if he entertained the wish " The 
subject has alwa)s been one of much interest and anxiety to the court people, 
especially since the close of the Sattara discussions The silence of the Rajah 
was thus a deliberate act of his own, caused mainly by the deep dislike of 
His Highness to confess to the world his misfortune of not having the prospect 
of a familj , and partlj by the fear instilled of late into his mind b\ his bosom 
counsellor, that an adopted sonwould be a convenient handle for the Resident 
to use m effecting Ins deposition, if he would neither attend himself to the 
good government of the country nor permit his ministers to do so conscientiously 



and responsibly. From the fact that the Rajah, ‘ previous to and during his 
short and suddenly fatal illness, 'did not adopt a successor. Lord Dalhousie con- 
sidered that the Rajah had no wish to see the sovereignty descend to an adop- 
tive son, and that his widow, influenced by the knowledge that these were her 
Royal husband’s feelings, was equally disinclined to have recourse to adoption 
after his decease. 

General Low, however, a very distinguished member of the Supreme Council, 
dissented from the Governor-General and from the other members of the Supreme 
Council as to the supposed right of the Government of India to annex the 
Slate of Nagpore. His views are entitled to the highest respect and consider- 
ation as those of an accomplished and high-minded Indian statesman, and his 
paper is of much value as containing an exact account of the real motives which 
influenced the late Rajah of Nagpore in delaying, previous to his sudden and 
fatal illness, to adopt a successor, and the real causes which made the Banka 
Baee and the Ranees of the late Rajah delay adopting a son in accordance with 
Mahratta custom until such time as the intentions of the British Government 
should be communicated to them. 

“Foreign Depart.ment. 

“ Minute by the Honotiyable Colonel J. Low^ C. B. 

'' On the death of the Rajah of Nagpore, and Minute by the Governor-General, 
dated zMh January 185.^, respecting the measures to be adopted by the 
British Government in consequence of that event. 

“ I. .After a very careful perusal of the Most Noble the Governor- 
General's Minute on this important subject, and of the various papers circulated 
along with that document, it is with feelings of sincere regret that I found it 
quite out of my power to arrive at the same conclusion as His Lordship has 
done respecting the course which the British Government ought now to pursue 
towards the Nagpore State ; and I can truly add, that 1 write this minute with 
much reluctance, for it vexes me that it should be my duty to express, on an 
important subject, sentiments which are opposed to those of a. statesman whose 
great talents, whose eminent public services, and whose whole character I view 
with genuine admiration and respect. 

“ 2 . There is also another cause for my disinclination to write tin's minute,' 
which I may as well confess at once, vt:y., that 1 feel completely convinced that,' 
practically speaking, it will have no effect whatsoever on the- majority ^ of the 
public (unctionaries in London, who will have to consider and to decide this 
question. 

“ Nor shall I be in the least degree surprised at such a result, more' 
especially so if the Commissioners for the Affairs of India should exercise their 
legal prerogative in this case, by deciding the question (whether the Court of 
Directors may agree with them or not) ; for it is perfectly natural that the 
members of the Board of Control should not allow any weight whatever to the' 
notions on such a question, of an officer like myself, who is entirely unknown to, 
them, when opposed to the deliberately-formed , opinion of -a statesman like the 
Marquis of Dalhousie, in whose well-proved ability and judgment, and high 
integrity of purpose they have entjre confidence. , 
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"4 Nevertheless, as I know It to be the duty of a member of Council 
towards the Court of Directors to state his opinion honestfy on every question 
of impoitance even when he may differ from all his colleagues, while I have 
the satisfaction also of knowing that the present Governor General would wish 
me to express my sentiments freely at all times, I shall now proceed to state 
my views on this Nagpore question very fully, because the tmal decision of 
this question may possibly establish a precedent that may lead to very extensive 
effects for good or evil, on the interests of the British Indian Empire 

‘ 5 Before I proceed further, I think it right to make some general 
observations connected with the practice of adding to the Company’s own empire, 
by the annexation to u of dominions which now belong to native princes 

‘6 If Great Britain shall retain her present powerful position among the 
States of Europe, It seems highl) probable that, owing to the infringement of 
their treaties on the part of native princes and other causes, the whole of India 
will, in the course of lime become one British province , but many eminent 
statesmen have been of opinion that we ought most carefully to avoid un- 
necessarily accelerating the arrival of that great change, and it is within my own 
knowledge that the following five great men were of that number vi^ , the 
Marquis of Hastings Sir Thomas Munro, Sir John Malcolm, the Hon ble 
Mountsluart Clphmslone, and Lord Metcalfe , 

“ 7 Although I know the above mentioned fact to be correctly stated, 
It IS not at present m niv power to quote the precise reasons on which those 
statesmen grounded tlicir opinions, but I think it right to mention some of the 
reasons which have led me to form exactly the same opinion, and honestly to 
believe it to be a sound one 

“8 I do not think that any country governed as India is, by a few 
foreigners can be m a really prosperous, or even m a safe condition, till there 
shall be among Us native subjects a much more general attachment to the ruling 
po vers than there is at present among the mhabitanls of British India above 
all, I do not think that we ought to annex a Native State which has not failed m 
Us engagements with us to our dominions till there shill be a far greater number 
of our subjects in the possession of wealth and influence, and enjoying high 
consideration among their own countrymen, than are now to be found in the 
Company's territories, m short till there shall be numbers of men m every 
large distnet, so prosperous and wealth), and so thoroughly satisfied with their 
condition, that iht) shall he sincerely attached to our Government, and be both 
able and willing for their own interests to afford important aid to us, by the 
exertion of their influence m the event of our Indian possessions being invaded 
b> powerful foreign foes or endangered by any internal insurrection or want of 
fidelu) in our native arm) 

‘ 9 That sort of influence comes when required to the aid of rulers, more 
or lcs<i m all national Governments , but we do not )el possess any such advant- 
age in Binish Indu , and in ni) humble opinion wo are not likely to possess it for 
the n-M 6o or 70, or perhaps bo years to come 

* 10 So far from increasing or keeping up the previous number of wealtliy 
or influential men in those Native States which we annex to our own tcrrilorj, wc 
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uniformly and immediately diminish the number of such men in those countries. 
This is not the fault of the officers employed in such, new territories, neither is it 
the fault of the local Governments of India during the last half century or more, 
for they have only been acting according to a long established system confirmed 
by their superiors in England. 

•'ll. The general effects which I have described of the number of men 
of wealth and influence being immediately diminished, when we take possession 
of a new territory, have probably been produced by various causes ; such, for 
instance, as ihat of our remitting large portions of the revenue for pensions and 
salaries in England (which bring no return to India), instead of spending such 
revenues within the countries which produce them, as all national Governments 
do. And, again, our not employing natives in high military commands, or in 
very important civil offices, must also have the same general tendency ; and so 
must the fact of our being foreigners, \vho never .assooate with, or make personal 
friends of, natives of India. But without entering into further details, I may 
truly say, that the effects to which I have alluded are inevitable, from the whole 
nature of our system ; and it is not now in our power, except by very slow and 
gradual steps, in any material degree to alter that system. That we shall in the 
course of time, by promoting general education among our subjects, by giving 
them more important employment under us, by granting long leases of landed 
estates to men of good character, and by other means, make great improvements 
in their conditions, I have no doubt at all ; but I feel equally sure that it will 
require a long course of years to effect all the changes which are desirable for 
our own permanent prosperity and security in India. 

“12. I could cite in detail, were it necessary, several instances in time of 
famine, which have occurred at different times within my own personal knowledge, 
in the Deccan, in the Saugor territory, and in the North-Western Provinces, of 
our haying suffered heavy losses in revenue, and very extensive losses in human 
lives, owing to the want of wealth among our native subjects ; while in the 
neighbouring Native States, which had experienced exactly the same drought, 
they did not suffer nearly so much, either by the death of their subjects or in 
revenue, solely because the wealthy jagirdars and zamindars, and other men of 
property (and, as far as regards Oude, even farmers of districts), made large 
advances of money from their private funds whereby great numbers of men, by 
digging new wells, were enabled to raise sufficient grain to keep them alive for the 
season, and who but for those advances of specie, must assuredly have died of 
starvation. 

“ 13. No very great merit, in many of these cases, could be attributed to the 
donors or lenders of the money, because they knew that by saving the 
lives of their ryots they would secure themselves from heavy pecuniary losses of 
revenue in the subsequent year ; and I need scarcely say, that in ordinary seasons 
their districts ‘were not governed with nearly so much justice or efficiency as the 
neighbouring provinces of the British Government were. I only mention these 
facts in illustration of my assertion that it would' be a great advantage to ourselves 
if there was more individual wealth among the native subjects of our dominions; 

" 14, • But I must not longer delay to offer my opinion on the particular case 
which is now before Government. 
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“ 15 When I first received the impression (a few days ago) from a conver 
salion which I had uith the Governor General, that His Lordship was likely to 
arrive at tl e conclusion respecting Nagpore at which he since has arrived, my 
mind las a good deal occupied, after 1 left His Lordshhip, m reflecting upon the 
following important question , ought we not to be contented with the tern- 
tones already in our possession without going out ©four way to make further 
annexations to the already enormously extensive dominions of the East India 
Company ? 

“ i6 The only answer which I can conscientiously give to such a question 
IS that we ought undoubtedly to be satisfied with what we have and that, even 
for our own interests, it would be wise policy, during the ensuing 20 )ears to 
endeavour to avoid rather than to seek for opportunities of annexing more of the 
Native States to our own dominions , by which policy we should not only secure 
the loyalty ard willing co-operation in ordinary times of most of the native 
princes m alliance with Us, but we might reasonably hope in that way to bring a 
conviction into their minds that their o vn individual interests would be secured 
and promoted by the stability of the British supremacy even if India should ever 
be invaded by powerful foreign enemies It has often been and may again be 
of no trifling advantage to our own interest that the rulers of Native Stales should 
have a {riendl> feeling towards us During our disasters m Afghanistan, Colonel 
Sutherland at Ajmere, and I myself at Lucknow felt so confident that we could 
do so with safely that we permitted (both of us having been allowed the option) 
considerable numbers of our own troops to leave Rajpootana and Oude, in order 
to join our forces to the westward and no inconvenence whatsoever ensued , 
while great numbers of camels and large quantities of gram were supplied from 
Rajpootana * and upwards of 40 lacs of rupees in specie and many elephants 
were lent by the King of Oude, solely for the purpose of aiding us m our 
operations in the field 

* 1 7 I cannot perceive that there is any sort of necessity for our adding 
Nagpore to our ow n lerritones at present, were it only for the following reasons — 

ist — That there is a remarkably good feeling towards us on the part of the 
inhabitants of that country, as it IS probably a stronger one than there will be 
after It shall have been 10 years in our own possession 

‘ and -—Because our general finances are in a highly prosperous condition, m 
comparison to former times, and with every prospect of their improving still 
more 

‘'3rd — ^That we arc already exposed to constantly recurring inconveniences, 
from the want of a sufficient number of Civil and Military officers for the duties 
of our present possesions 

'4lh— Thatit seems a pity to disturb the arrangements in that part of 
India which have answered all our general purposes so remarkably well as those 
at Nagpore have done dunng the last 30 years , for ao quietly has the Native 
Government managed Its internal concerns, that we have not had occasion to 
hav e a aingL shot fired by a British soldier m the support of the Durbar during 
the whole of that long penod of lime. 

* Oi cectt on <«r«rsl o! tfce pr rt pil Rsipbot Ch efs iirrfri Co oacJ Suilirr^sd to let tbeia 3 oi 
qeeus of the t etvilr; to Jeree « lb our troops ett the Afs’‘S3S.-J Lovr 




29 


“ Lastly. — If it be thought by the Governor-General that some additional 
revenue from that part of the country is necessary or proper, we might easily 

obtain an additional 1 2 lacs per annum, without any expense in colleciing it by 
adopting the plan sketched by Mr. Mansel in the latter part of his Despich 
No. 29, dated the 14th December last, of allowing the senior widow to adopt 
Yeshwant Rao Aher Rao, who, in the Resident’s opinion, ‘would decidedly be 
preferred by the mass of the courtiers to any other youth for the musnud, whether 
given to him by adoption or grant from the Company ; ’ and the Resident 
further observes (paragraph 31), that, ' on the one hand, such an arrangement 
would yield to the British Government considerable 'financial and political 
advantage, and, on the other hand, it would preserve a Native State in feudal 
chieftainship. The prejudices of the native aristocracy would be thereby 
conciliated, and by no means an uninfluential section of the public opinion, here 
and in Europe, would, we would hope, be satisfied at our moderation.’ 

“iS. In regard to the increase and improvement of cotton cultivation, ft 
appears to me that there are ample fields for our operations in the extensive 
districts of the Southern Maratha Country, and in other parts of India which are 
our o An property, and in the valley of Berar, which is under our exclusive 
management, without our requiring any part of Nagpore for our work of that 
sort. 

" 19. I think it right on this occassion to record my knowledge of the fact 
that the confidence of our native allies in our good faith has been a good deal 
shaken by some of the events of late years, and especially so by our conquest 
and occupation of Scinde, our attack upon Gwalior, and our annexation of 
Sattara ; and it seems to me in the highest degree desirable that we should now 
endeavour by our acts towards Native States generally to remove from the minds 
of those princes their present feelings of uncertainty and distrust, and not to run 
the risk of exasperating such feelings into deep-rooted discontent with their own 
concliiion and prospects, and, in many cases, into a hatred of the British rule, 

“ 20 So soon as the permanent annexation of Nagpore shall be known in 
the Deccan, in Goozerat, in Malwa and in Rajpootana and Bundelcund, there 
W'ill assuredly be tha ughout those extensive countries much of the dread and 
discontent above alluded to engendered, which cannot be re.moved without many 
years of moderation on our part from the minds of the native rulers, generally 
speaking ; but, of course, in an especial degree, from the minds of those who 
are without sons of their own to succeed to their respective principalities. 

"21. Unfortunately, the evil effects which will be produced by such feelings 
as those above described, will not be confined to want of useful co-operation with 
us on the part of those princes. Many of those men are too selfish and avari- 
cious already, and such men will become infinitely more so, and will be more 
cruel and extortionate than ever they were before, if they have no legitimate sons, 
and have consequently every reason to fear that there will be no lands to leave 
behind them for their widows, and other members of their families. 

" 22. Every native prince so situated must naturally become more indifferent 
than ever he was previously about the general prosperity of his dorninions, when 
he shall have reason to believe that, at his own death, those territories will pass 
away for ever into the hands of a foreign power. 
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‘*33 In my con\ersalions with natives, when I ^as m Rajpootana, there 
never was an} unpleasant remark made to ire respecting the annexation of the 
Punjab Some said Duleep Singh was an unlucky youth in having such bad 
counsellors, but no one ever said that the British Government acted with 
injustice in annexing that territory to its own , they seemed perfectly to under- 
stand that an invasion ot our territory entitled us, according to the ordinary course 
of human affairs, both to repel the invaders and to seize their countrj 

‘ 24 But every person who mentioned the subject to me — and there were 
numerous persons who did so — held totally different language in regard to the 
annexation of Sattara They did not make use of many words on such occa- 
sions , my own situation, being one of authority over them, placed them under 
great restraint in that respect but what they d d say, and their manner of saying 
it showed me very clearly that they thought it a case of mighi against right, 
and all expressed an earnest hope, evidently accompamed by some dread in their 
minds to the contrary, that a kind Providence would save the Rajpoot families 
from such disgrace and disaster 

* 25 One vakeel belonging to the Jeypoor Government made a remark 
to me to the folloiung purport, vts , ‘1 don’t Know how the Deccan Rajahs 
will feel or act but if the Company’s Sirkar ever carry that sort of practice into 
effect in Rajwarra, God help the men who have any money in those States 
where the Rajahs hippen to have no sons ’ And he then mentioned particularly 
how that such a man as the Rajah of Oodeepoor would extort money from his 
subjects in all directions to leave behind him to bis wives and concubines if he 
thought that he could not adopt whom he liked as his successor 

“26 When (went to Malwa, in 1850, where I met many old acquaint' 
ances whom I had known when I was a very )oung man, and over whom I had 
no authority in 1850, I found those old acquamnnccs speak out much more 
distinctly as to their opinion of the Sattara case , so much so, that I was on 
seicral occasions obliged to* check them 

'*37 It IS remarkable that ever^ native who ever spoke to me respecting 
the annexation of Sattara, asked precisely the same question, vis 'what crime 
did the late Rajah commit that his country should be seized by the Company?’ — 
thus clearly indicating their notions, that if any crime had been committed, 
our act would have been justifiable, and not otherwise 

“38 Of course I got rid of the questions abovemenlioned as best I could, 
by saying that I could not give them any information in the matter, as I had 
not seen any of the papers connected with it, but I mention these facts 
now, in justification of my belief, that as soon as the annexation of Nagpore 
shall be known, similar questions will be anxiously asked by natives all over 
India, and no human being will be able to answer them to their satisfaction 
They will never hear the arguments by which this Government justifies itself 
in its own opinion for annexing that country, and they would not think them 
valid li they did hear them They only know a few great facts, and they 
reason upon them Fhev know that the late Rajah did not make war upon 
us, or upon any of our allies, they know also that he did not neglect to pay 
his tribute to us , they know that he did not so mismanage his country as to 
cause inconvenience to us, they consider that the succession to a Raj like 
that of Nagpore is one of those matters of interior arrangement with which 
the paramount State has nothing to do, unless there should happen to be rival 
competitors , and they know full well, notwithstanding the fact that the Rajah 
did not himself adopt in) one, that some one would hive been adopted by the 
senior widow and the principal people about the durbar as successor to ll c Rij, 
if they hid not bcLii deterred from doing so by the presence of a British Resident 
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" 29- I feel as sure as I am of my own existence, that I have above 
Correctly described what the feelings of the native princes of India, generally 
speaking, will be if we now annex the Nagp ore country to British India, and 
I feel equally sure that extensively mischievous effects in various ways will be 
produced by that act, w'hich were not contemplated as being possible by the 
Most Noble the Governor-General, when he wrote his minute on this subject. 
We shall gain a few lacs of rupees of revenue per annum, and we shall save a 
good many families and individuals from occasional over-taxation; but we may 
indirectly be the cause of more evil of that very description in other States 
than the good which we shall effect in Nagpore ; and the feelings of indifference 
about the welfare of their subjects, and of discontent respecting their own 
prospects, which will be engendered in the minds of other native rulers, will, 
in some instances, with men who chance to have no sons of their own, amount 
to a deep-rooted ha' red of our supremacy that can scarcely fail, .though perhaps 
indirectly, to be injurious to our own interests, 

“30. Adverting to all the facts and considerations above recorded, it is 
my very decided opinion that we ought not now to annex the Nagpore territories 
to the dominions of the East India Company. 

”31. On readmg over this minute, I see that I have only discussed the 
question as regards the impolicy, according to my views, of the proposed 
annexation. I have not said anything very specifically as to our rights in 
this particular case; it seems, therefore, only due to myself that I should 
^iso state my opinion on that point ; but as this paper has already extended 
to a great length, I will to-morrow write a separate one on the question 
of our right. 

"32. Before closing this minute, however, I beg to copy a celebrated 
declaiaiion made by the Duke of Wellington in 1802, and then to make a brief 
observation on my own part. 

“33. The declaration in question was the following, ' I would sacrifice 
Gwalior, or any frontier ten times over, in order to preserve our character for 
scrupulous good faith.’ 

“34; I have much satisfaction, as connected with our prosperity in India 
generally, in knowing that the Most Noble the Governor-General is as great 
an admirer as I am of the above quoted declaration. I know also that 
nothing would induce His Lordship to annex Nagpore if he did not consider 
that we have a clear and undoubted right to do so ; and I am disposed to 
.think that he would have felt disinclined to adopt the measure if he had 
thought it probable that sensible and well-intentioned native princes would 
really view it as detracting from our reputation for good faith. But be 
- that as it may, I am myself fully convinced that _ the sincere opinion of most 
.of our Hindoo allies will be, that the senior^ widow of the late Rajah ought 
to have been invited (as Baeeza Baee at Gwalior was) to adopt a successor 
to the throne of Nagpore ; and I feel equally sure that they will honestly 
;and sincerely believe, when we annex the Nagpore territory to our own 
dominions, that we have departed from that honourable and scrupulous good 
-faith which they formerly attributed to the East India Company’s Government. 


‘‘ 10 February, 1854. 


(Signed) J. LOW.'' 
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Further Minute by the HonourahU Colonel J Loll , C B 
“I In m m.nute of vesterday 1 discussed the projected annexation 
Naloore as'a question of po'icy , 1 shall restrict mjself in this minute 
liefly ^rthrqueslon of our supposed right by the treaty to adopt such a 

‘""'“T I one my opinion cn this point uith some diffidence, in consequence 
, ^ ^ that of the Most Noble the Go\ernor Genera! , 

of its being i express my sincere opinion mill honesty, whether 

u 'be'an e ro^ouf or an acSe le I now JroceeJ to do so as briefly as 

I can consistently with distinctness in shomng the facts anu the reasonings on 

which I haie formed that opinion x 

“3 ™^^e' B-rit'r l-ndiarErp^r I'rsayldhStir: 

sren?yrh t t%o7d^?eme'^e\.7^^^^^^^ < coed believe th^t our right 

'■'eSS‘“;aw 'ac'pnrth* 'lltnlf ‘faS:i;’’a;r th^Jc^^ls olTh^e 

Sre Terrlrr ot the r right to regulate the succession to the throne 

according to their on n wishes and their own customs 

"4 Before proceeding further I beg to say a few words respecting the 
popularity of our former administration at Nagpore 

e It 15 quite natural that the people at Nagpore shou d have a most 
grateful recollection of the Government of bir Richard Jenkins it would, ndeed 
he extruordinary and entirely unaccoun able wore it otlicrwisc >ju* 
deceit e ourseltes if we expect that our future rule in Jhat country mil be equally 
norular with that of Sir Richard Jenkins lor the fo'lowing reasons vie at that 
liiiie the whole people of the Nagpore domra ons le t hat their ow n institutions 
were not to be disturbed They knew 'hat in a few > ears afterwards they were 
ti hate Iheirown Rajah, who they naturally hopcf would be a good one , but in 
the meantime the Resident acted towards them in every respect in his public 

mcasuies exactly as a peculiarly kind, liberal, just and higlily talented native 
Raiahwoild have done from motives of generosity and good jjolicy at the 
time Sir Richard kept up man) of the old native c'-tablishmcnts which were not 
rcalK rc‘*css3iY ^or the ma nlemnci, of good order He was \eiv moderate 

rains revenue assessments (he had no possible motive to he olhcrwiac) , he did 

not a ttr or curnd the possessions of any of the Krgc zcmindirs , he allowed 
ihc name I cads of \ilUges to manage the poire m the s> stem of the previous 

na uc Government he did not seize for the durbar in) of the rent free lands and 
ifcove olUicdidnotsendawavtoany distant counlr) a single rupee of the 
icvenucs, the whole of which were expended, one wiy or other, within the 
ccunlrv which (on a vtr) moderate issessmeiu) had produced tlcm, except a 
small sum per innum that was pheed m the Rajah's ireasur> or the legitimate 
purposes of that ver) country and for no other piirpOhC In short, Sir Richard 
‘mverned e\clusivcl) for the benefit of the people of the Nagpore country, and 
not for in) d rect idvantige to the East Indn Company 


. ktlck f. PitourupuUtcnfof rO d h th 

-J.,, rfiu ret BcJfcrt r»n» ‘t l" » I weu d g Teme eeil » »Ucl 
If tl I jt 1 10 *ct a» vie »«e row about to uo at te— J Lew 


. I be rju ed andtUt »e thall ilui lo a 
>a t I cou d bel eve that at leait we bad a 
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“ 6. I say without fear of contradiction, that it is utterly impossible that the 
administration of any future British Commissioner in charge of Nagpore can 
ever be so popular as that of Sir Richard Jenkins, after that country shall 
become our own ; and I think no one can dispute the accuracy of that assertion, 
who will reflect upon the facts described in the preceding paragraph, and then 
take into consideration even the few of the consequences that must inevitably 
follow our annexing the Nagpore territory, which I now proceed to mention, vi2., 
the grant and chief cause of our rule not being sa popular as before, or not so 
useful to the Nagpur people, will be this, that, as a matter of course, we shall 
draw off a large portion of its revenues to other countries, for our own purposes. 
Secondly, that we shall, for the sake of economy, discharge many military and 
other establishments, among the Nagpore people, which Sir Richard Jenkins 
kept up ; and, lastly, that we shall gradually, perhaps, but not less certainly, for 
our own convenience and profit, make many alterations from the native modes 
of management, and substitute other modes in lieu of them, which changes 
cannot be popular among the inhabitants of that country, because, although our 
Government is highly valued in many respects by the natives of India, and \ery 
naturally so from our In'egrity and our justice, yet they are in one respect 
exactly like the inhabitants of all other parts of the known world, they like their 
own habits and customs belter than those of foreigners. 

"7. I fully admit, however, that the great mass of the people In the 
Nagpore country ought in reason to be contented under the system of Govern- 
ment now projected for them by the Governor-General, and they will certainly 
be governed with much more justice than they ever were under the late Rajah ; 
but the men of high rank and influence in the country will, in my opinion, be 
less contented than they are now ; and it does not even follow that the lower 
classes of the people, ten or twelve years hence, will feel any gratitude to us for 
having taken them under our rule. I fear that a large proportion of the people 
will be too likely to do, as I know they did in the Poona territory, namely, to 
forget the injustice and the oppression which -they often suffered under their 
native rulers, and to magnify the annoyances to which they will occasionally be 
subjected from the strictness of our general system, and from the arrogance and 
petty tyranny of native official servants under our offi.cers, which last is a 
species of evil that no exertions on our part can prevent. 

“ 8. But supposing, for the sake of argument, that our rule were to be, for 
all time to come, most popular among the people,, that prospect of itself 
would not be sufficient to justify our acting contrary either to the spirit of the 
letter of the trea'y, and in my sincere opinicn, we shall, in this case, be acting 
contrary to both. 

" 9. The first time the idea was ever started by any one, that the late Rajah 
of Nagpore and his family did not poss-ss the same rights as Appa Sahib before 
his deposition or any former Rajahs of Nagpore, was in 1837, by Mr. Cavendish, 
in his despatch dated the 8th of February of that year. 

” 10. Mr. Cavendish’s sentiments on that subject were expressed in the 
following w’ords, vis., ‘ In my opinion, adoption should not be allowed, for the 
British Goverrment conquered this country and gave it to His Highness and his 
sons, and on his death without an heir apparent or posthumous child, it should 
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cschcit or lap'c to our Government *, and again in the following words, which 
occur in the same despatch, vts , * At Gwalior, H) dcrabad, Lucknow, SbC , such a 
procedure would be improper for (ho'C countnes were not given to the present 
or former rulers b> the Bntish Government, and the) cannot therefore lapse to 
It on the fiilure of heirs mediate but the territories of Nagpore M)Sore, and 
isallara were granted b) the Hon bic Companv, and no one but a descendant 
of the grantee ought to succeed or can b) the laws of the land advance any 
]ust claim to the succc<sion 

"it The above quotations show. It ma) be presumed, the opinion which 
Mr Cavendish had formed of the, intentions of the Marquis of Hastings, w hen he 
siL,n*d and sealed the ticaty by which the late Rajah suecceded to the throne of 
Na„porc but Mr Cavendish m giving this opinion, d d not even take the 
t'ouble to mike an> quotation from the treit), in order to show the grounds cn 
wh ch he had fourded 1 is opinion 


13 Now. if opinions of individual ifliccrs given in that manner about 
treaties vrith foreign States, without discussing and without close attcrtion to the 
tctual wording of those documents were to be allowed to have an) weight with 
Ilntish Indian Government, u would lead to most glaring mcon>i$tcncies of 
conduct and often to act:> of great injustice The most opposite opinions might 
in that wa) be acted upon at different times, without any proper cause for such 
difference of proccduie I or instance I conceive that 1 had tn)self a better 
nppcrluiut) of forniirg a correct opinion merely from general information 
rcipcciing Lord Hastings' intentions in regard to Nagpore than Mr Cavendish 
because in i8:o and iSat 1 had several persona) conversations wiih Lord 
Hastnes (and also with Mr \dam and ^ir bwmton) on Nicpore affairs 

I eiunll; and ni) full belief from th it intercourse w is then and is still, that Hs 
f crJship considered the Rajah whom he had I latcd on the throne of Nagpore 

I I ibi S to be m p>. 3 scss on of prcc sel) the same rights, both preset t and futi re, 
respecting heirs and succesicr^ as His Highness would have iiad if rppa baiiib 
haj d ed suddcnl) and had never offerded the paramount power 
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gave what to my mind is an unanswerable reply to that dictum of Mr. Cavendish, 
1 beg leave here to quote the following extract from Major Wilkinson’s despatch, 
dated the 30th June of that year : — 

“ My predecessor, Mr. Cavendish, in his despatch to Mr. Secretary Mac- 
naghten, dated Slh February 1S37, in second paragraph, gave it as his opinion 
that ‘adoption should not be allowed, because the British Government conquered- 
ihat country, and gave it to His Highness and his sons ; and on his death without 
an heir apparent or posthumous child, it shou'd escheat or lapse to our Govern- 
ment.' I cannot find in the records of this office, that the country, as stated by 
Mr. Cavendish, was given to His Flighness and his sons; and in the preamble of 
the treaty of the ist December 1826, at the conclusion, is the following sentence 
‘ Appa Sahib entered into fresh concert with the enemies of the British Govern- 
ment. That Government was consequently compelled to remove him from the 
musnud, and Maharaja Raghojee Bhonsla having succeeded to the same by the 
favour of the said Government, the following treaty is concluded between the 
States. ’ From this I think it is evident, that the present ‘Rajah was placed in 
the exact position Appa Sahib was removed from, which was that of an independ- 
ent prince possessing the same power and authority as any other independent 
prince in India. As such he entered into a treaty of alliance with the 
British Governirent on the i£t December 1826, which treaty was subsequently 
modified by the treaty of the 26th December 1829. By neither of these treaties 
did he relinquish any right, in failure of sons legitimate, to adopt. If, therefore, 
other independent princes or their widows have the power to adopt, it seems to me 
that he or his widow has the same. 

“After the most mature deliberations, I cannot come to any other conclusion 
than the one above stated ; fo r if we had intend:^d to restrict the suc ces sion to the 
lineal male descendants of His Highness the Ra jah, such would.^have been 
expressed in one or ot her of the ireaiies referred to , 

“15. The portions of the foregoing extacts which I have now underlined 
appear to me absolutely unanswerable. They prove most clearly to my mind 
that, according to fair dealing and according to the treaty, and our usages hereto- 
fore in our dealings with other Hindoo States, the principal widow at Nagpore 
should now be allowed to adopt a successor to the throne of that State. 

“i6. I now beg to quote in the margin* a further extract from the same 
despatch, In order to show that Major Wilkinson did not 
"See below. give the above-quoted Opinion from any partiality to the 

scheme in the abstract of keeping up a native Government in Nagpore. His 
feelings, as will be seen, were the very reverse of that; and he thus formed his 
opinion upon an honest and unprejudiced construction of the treaty. 

“ 17! There is no doubt in my mind that we ought to act according to tbg 
bond fide meaning of the contracting parties at the time the treaty was signer 
and sealed by Lord Hastings ; and I conquer entirely with Major Wilkinson i^ 

* VI should have been glad if I could have coincided in opinion with Mr. Cavendish, for the course he recom- 
mends would be most beneficial and gratifying to the mass of the population of the State, who desire nothing so 
much as to be placed under the British Government ; and it is not a mete idle wish for change, for they have 
experienced the blessings of the rule of British officers. The oniy people who would regret the change are a few 
favourites about court, and their followers,” 







l!i nkirg that jf uc had intended to restrict the succession lo the hncal male 
dcscenoanis ot Ihs Highness the Rajah, such uould have been expressed m one 
or oihe' of the treaties ' And again as no unusual leslrictions of an\ sort were 
inserted in the treaties I also concur fully with Major Wilkinson m his assertion, 
ih-i 'the Rajah was placed in the exact position Appa Sahib was removed fron, 
wt ich was that of an independent pnnee, possessing the same power and autho 
ntv as aa) other indeptndent prmce in fndu As s ich he enitreJ into i (real) 
of al’unct with the Un»ish Government on the isi December 1826 which treaty 
'• as s itsc'jucnilj modified b) the treutv of the 26lh December 1S29 B) neither 
< f these treaties did he relinquish any rfght m failure of sons Icgitim-itc to adopt 
If therefore other independent princes of the r widows Iiave the power to adopt 
t seems to me that he or ins wido w has the same 

iS The underlining which appears under six of the words of the 
p cceduig extract IS not in the original I have now underlined tl cm in order lo 
w iieate disimctlv Major W likmson s and m) own construction of the treaty, as 
learn g on the present stale of aHairs at Nagpore 

19 I observe in the Governor General s (Tinulc at the close of the 23rd 
paragraph His Lordship states that the boy was mad- Rajah of Vagporc bj the 
IJriiiah Government long previous to any adoption of him into the Blions’a fayjilv 
Ills adoption in short, was the consequence of Ins elevation to the musnud, not 
the cause of it 

20 f do not III any way dispute the accur cy of the foregoing statement 
bjt what I wou’ 1 «ubmit for consideration is tins that the relative po«iMon of the 
two Govertim-nts is totally different now at thisvacanc) from whatit was in i8ib, 
l>v the deposition of Appa Sahib Wchadthen conqu red the Nagpore Rajali iii 
a pub'ic war and we hid ihcrebv a right to do \vl at we chose with the Slate Tor 
instance we night had we thought it our interests so lo do have selected a 
Raj ill without giving him the title of Bhonsla at a I or we might have appointed 
a Mahoinedan to be the future ruler of the remai ing lerntory of which Nagpore 
is the capital 

' 21 But as we thought it our interests to place a young Hindoo Rajah on 
the throne to have him adopted into the Uhonsh family and to enter into a 
formal treatv with Imn, which made him an indcperdcnt sovereign as fir as 
regards all ilic iiilc lor arrangements of the Stile and as he was actually placed 
in ilial position at the expiration of his mmoriiy, 1 conceive that we ire bound by 
every obligat on of good faith ( and that we have no legal right to act ollierMsc) 
lo dual with this case exactly as we should have done if \ppa Sahib had died a 
natural death, without inv iiig ever ^ivcn us anv oficner anj had I ccii succeeded 
bv the l-ile Rajih in tlie ordinary course of affairs as lie nearest male relative of 
I li immediate p tdcccssor 

‘22 Such being m> view of our dutus in the p csea slate of aiTa rs at 
Nagpore, I th ne vve ought to folio* is rear as ue tavthe fi riiicr usages of tl c 
Bhonsa family m rtg rd to if e seCecaMon and lha v c-r lol tak: a letter 
gu dc for tlijl purpose than Sir Richard jei <v n-^, i h j i t tl c j flh section (headed 
Covcrnncu a^d Court cf Nagpoie ) of hi> Revolt idd ca cd lo Loid AmherM 
in Julv 1S26 gnve tl c fo lowing iccouni of one « I 1! r n\ ms ami usigcs of the 
Nagpore Goveri ncut rr , * \noil er inaau ^ r rra v atkr i wieJi,cd is, tl at on 
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the death of a Rajah leaving no male heir, it is the privilege of his principal 
widow to adopt a child from the relations of her husband , to sucqeed him, and 
herself govern in his name. We followed this principle in our arrangements for 
setting up the present Rajah.’ 

“23. In my opinion. the question which we ought now -to put to ourselves is 
not whether it will be advisable or unadvisable for our interests to select a new 
Rajah, as we did in i8i8, but simply the following one: ‘Have we or have we not 
a right, according to the treaty as it stands, to hinder the Bhonsla family (widows 
and relatives) of the late Rajah from settling the succession to the vacant throne 
according to their own customs and wishes ?' My own opinion is, that we have 
not any such right. I could not conscientiously give any other answer to 
the question, because I should feel that any other an.swer must be 
more or less contrary to that principle of international law (always deemed, 
I believe, to be a sound one in hurope) w’hich declares that 'one party to a treaty 
cannot be allowed to introduce subsequent restrictions which he did not express 
in that treaty.’ 

“ 24. Moreover, when the Indian Government has really intended to retain 
to itself any unusual rights after the death of a present incumbent on a native 
throne, a clause to that effect has been clearly inserted in the treaty. I have no 
means here of quoting official documents but I know the fact, that in regard to 
the little State of Colaba, on the w'est coast of India, a clause was inserted, 
declaring that on the death of the then Rajah, without leaving a son to inherit 
the principality, it was to rest with the paramount State, whether an adoption 
was to be permitted or not. 

“ 25. As Lord Hastings’ treaty did not express any intention, or claim any 
right to meddle with the internal affairs of the Nagpore State after the Rajah 
should reach his majority, and as the treaty of Lord Amherst, in like manner, 
did not claim any such right when the Rajah had actually reached that age, it 
appears to me that we might very properly, in a case of this kind, consider 
another question, namely, ‘ What would have now been the course pursued by the 
Nagpore Durbar if the Resident had been at a great distance from Nagpore, 
without any one acting for him, and without our having any British troops 
stationed near the capital ? ’ 

“ 26 . The case just .described is one which has several times occurred 'a 
' Hindoo Durbars in Malw^a and Rajpootana within my own recollecion, and th 
procedure in those cases, on the part of the families of a deceased Rajah, Jia 
- always been that of adopting, a boy, reporting the act to the Resident or th 
Governor-General’s agent, and soliciting the confirmation of the paramoupt 
power. I cannot help believing that, if they had been similary situated, the 
family would have acted in the same manner npw ; but they, were naturally 
deterred from making any attempt of the kind, w'hen'they saw the British 
Resident at once take possession of the government, and order the British 
troops to be in readiness for any emergency that might occur. I need , scarcely 
say that I am not imputing any blame to the Resident for what he did ■ on the 
contrary, he was strictly obeying the orders he had received. I only mean- to 
say that, under such cin umstances, it is impossible to expect that the Bhonsla 
family would venture to advance their claims, or express their wishes about an 
adoption in a bold or evi n distinct manner, unless they had been openly invited 
to do so by the British representative. 



“27 In fact, an invitation from the British representatue to the widons 
and some of the principal men attached to the Rajah to state their claims 
openly, IS the very course which, in cases of this kind, I should like to see 
followed There might be conflicting claims , but aPer an open discussion of 
them, the paramount power would have full means of coming to a just decision 
in the matter 

“ 28 In cases of hostility or treachery, or extreme and habitual internal 
misrule, I would as readily consent to the annexation of a native State to our 
own dominions as any Servant of the Hast Indian Company could do, but I 
should like to see a marked difference in our measures towards allies who have 
been guilty of misconduct and those who have not been so In this case the 
Bhonsia family have not even been accused of any serious misconduct , and 
under such circumstances, I cannot bring my mind to believe that we have any 
just right to disallow their claims to govern the Nagpore dominions, unless we 
had ascertained from them in a public and distinct manner that they were 
willing to renounce those claims It appears to me that we are by no means 
entitled to assume, that they do not believe themselves to have a just right to 
adopt a successor to the Raj merely because they have hitherto, under very 
peculiar circumstances, abstained from openly asserting that right, or because 
the late Rajah refused to converse at all with the Resident on the subject of an 
adoption. 

“ 29 Let us bear in mind that the Rajah of Nagpore was only 47 ye£rs of 
age Surely there was nothing extraordinary m his being vexed at any one 
seeming to suspect that he was unlikely ever to recover liis health and becocre-a 
father There are thousands of men m all parts of the world, at a much more 
advanced age than 47, who would fee! vexed with any person who insinuated 
such a probability , and many instances have been known among nitues of lugli 
rank in India, sold) from that sort of sensitiveness, refusing to allow any one, 
even a favourite daughter, to speak to them about adopting a son, although 
tlic) were not only very old men, but had been for )ears afflicted with severe 
bodily diseases 

“'JO I may here remark that it might be furly presumed that the late 
Rajah knew the custom of his country to be (as. Sir Riclnrd Jenkins has 
described it to be) that the principal widow m the family would adopt, in the 
event of his neither having a son of his Own nor adopting one But, above all, 
I contend that there was nothing unnatural in his refusing to discuss the subject 
of an adoption with the Resident, more especially as it appears that the latter 
never so much as hinted that his family after him would be sufferers m any wiy 
if lie did not adopt , and still less did the Resident ever inform him, that we 
should seize the Nagpore countr) at Ins death if he did not adopt a son 

“31 If the Rajah, in answer to the suggestions of the Resident, had 
spoken to this effect, vss , * I don t choose to adopt, because, if I am not fated 
to have a son of my own, I don't care what becomes of my dominions , and the 
Companj's Government is welcome 10 take them, provided that handsome 
provision be made for my wives and adherents,' we should have stood upon a 
very different fooling from what we do now. But there was not the slightest 
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Indlcallon of any such feeling on the part of the late Rajah of Nagpore ; and the 
mere fact of his refusing to converse at all on a subject that tvas "disagreeable to 
him, gives us no rights, aOcording to my judgment, of any description whatso- 
ever. It appears to me that, in a legal point of view, we are now, as regards 
Nagpore, precisely in the same position as if the Resident had never once 
spckvn a word about adoption to the Rajah, and as if His Highness had been in 
the enjoyment of perfect health, and had lost his life, without a moment’s notice, 
from a fit of apoplexy, or by a fall from his horse. 

“ 32. 1 now beg to notice some occurrences at Nagpore, which took 

place subsequent to the death of the late Rajah. 

“ 33. The death of the Rajah of Nagpore first became known tome by ray 
having been obligingly allowed to see a private letter from Mr. Mansel, which 
mentioned that event, and some particulars respecting the general state of 
feeling among the people at Nagpore. 

“ 34. In that private letter I observed that Mr. Mansel alluded to the 
circumstanre of ' the people about the court ’ being desirous that an adoption 
should take place of a successor to the throne. 

“ 35. A few days afterwards there came an official letter to Government 
from Mr, Mansel, dated the utli of December last, reporting the death of the 
Rajah, and various circumstances connected with his late illness and funeral, etc., 
but, in that first official report, no allusion was made to any one desiring an 
adoption. This struck me at the time as being an omission which ought to be 
supplied, and I made that remark accordingly to the Honourable Mr, Dorin; 
but as the latter gentleman had just then received a demi-official letter from 
Mr. Mansel, stating that he would in a few days more send a long official report 
to Government on the state of affairs of Nagpore, I concluded that everything 
would be fully detailed in the repost alluded to, and hence I saw no objection to 
the short letter of instructions then proposed to be addressed to the Resident, 
which was simply to the elTect that he ought to preserve tranquillity, and not 
commit this Government in any way, as to succession or otherwise, pending 
further instructions, which would be issued to him on the return of the Governor- 
Gent ral to Calcutta. 

“ 36. Some days subsequently the expected official report from Nagpore 
duly arrived. It was a long despatch, but it did not contain an account of any 
conversations between the Resident and the people at the Durbar," respecting an 
adoption, or state on what grounds he had formed the opinion expressed in his 
original private letter, that the people about the court wished for an adoption. 

“37. That omission on the part of the Resident (if he did omit anything) 
made me regret that J bad not, before the instructions to him were sent off, 
recorded a minute, similar in purport to one that I previously wrote, and showed 
to my colleagues, proposing that the Resident should be called upon to report 
precisely any communication that may have passed between him and any of the 
courtiers in regard to an adoption. 1 had cancelled my original minute the day 
after I wrote it, because, on reflection, I thought it wrong to allude in an official 
record to information which bad reached me by a private letter being shown to 
me, which I had not obtained permission to make use of officially. 
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"38 I beg to stale, however, that in the foregong remarks, lam n6t 
imputing blame to the Resident for not having reported more specifically than he 
did, respecting any conversation that he may have had about adoption, because 
his despatch of the 14th of December is a long one describing many details of 
occurrences, and I aoubt not that Mr Mansel thought that it contained every- 
thing that could be interesting to the Governor General in Council It seems 
also probable that very little was said by any one to the Resident about an 
adoption His act of at once taking possession of ihe State must have overawed 
c\er)body more or less while many persons may have inferred that that act, so 
similar to the first act of Sir Richard Jenkins when Appa Sahib was deposed, 
would be followed up in the «ame way, vis , by the elevation of a new Rajah on 
the receipt of orders from Calcutta 

‘ 39 but be that as U mav, it will be sufficient for m> pre>*ent purpose to 
make a few remarks on some of the circumstances which have been officia'ly 
reported by the Resident. 

“40 It IS evident from the 33rd paragraph of the Resident s despatch, 
dated the 1 4th of December, that we had ascertained the fact, that many of the 
leading people about the Durbar do wish for an adaption because in that 
paragraph he states that ‘ Yeshwunl Rao Aher Rao would decidedly be preferred 
by the mass of the courtiers to any Oiher )ouih for the musnud, whether given 
to lun adoption or grant from the Company' And again in the 
37th paragraph after describing the scheme of m adoption of a Rajah who 
should be bound by treaty to attend to the counsels of the Resident, he adds as 
fol'ows vtg 1 b'-heve that an experiment like tnaMvhich I have shadowed 
out would best *atisfy the people placing them efTectuall) under the shield of 
British protection, and leaving them to partial seH govLinmePl ’ 

"41 With respect to the widov Banki Baee it should be borne in mind, 
that although she is the ver) person who according to Hindoo usage would have 
takciuhc I ad under o dinary ciicumstanccs in adopting a successor, vet that 
she must have been greatly overawed bv the Resident taking immediate charge 
of the Government, and b) llic presence of a British army to support him n 
that a t if any one had opposed him but nevertheless, her SPiUiments were as 
distinct!) announced to iliu Resident as could possibl) be tvpcLted from a native 
lad) of nnk, under such peculiar circumstances 1 refer here to the concluding 
part of the 9th paragnph of Mr Mansel s desp"tch wherein he desennes that 
binka B ice vcluntcered not once only, but * occasional!) ’ (in other words Several 
time*) to evpress iKr hope that the interests of the Blionslah famil) would 
continue to oe interwoven with the Berar kingdom ’ 

“42 I am convinced that the speech of the Banl a Baee, above quoted, 
meant noilnng cl*e ilian to sa), that her anxious cesire is to be aPowed to adopt 
a successor to the late R'qali and I therefore corccive that we are not entitled 
to assume that she la indifferent on the subject, or that she is ignorant of her 
rights, mcrcl) because she has not spoken cut more plainly on this occasion 

'43 I aUo think It highly probable (but I don t of course state this as a 
positive opinion), that from ilie character which that old hdy bears for iniclngence 
' and good sense, that she would icadily and willingly have admilteo of such 
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limitation (and cvciUu.al pcnakioij also) to the power of an adopted Rajah being 
inserted into a new irea‘y as would have quite secured us against any serious 
future misgovernment. 

“ .}4. I much regret that I have written sucli long mii.utes cn this occasion, 
tl’.crcby causing the trouble of their perusal to tlie Most Noble the Governor- 
General and oth.ers, which I should have been glad to have spared them ; but 
unforUsnalely 1 luive ttol the power to write in a more concise manner on a subject 
of this kind, and at the same time to show with distinctiveness the grounds on 
whicii I have fortned my opinions, but I sludl now bring liiese too lengthy 
observations to a close. 

" .}5, Before doing so, however, I beg to copy in the margin* an opinion 
, , recorded by the late Lord Metcalfe, in a minute dated 

“ ' the cS of October iSgy. when Lieutenant-Governor of 

the Nortii Western Provinces. On the general s.ibjtcc of cur interfering in such 
matters of interior niatiagemeiU in .Native States, I deem it to be one that ought 
to have great weight in our future dealings with cur native allies (meaning, of 
course, those of them only who have duly acted up to their engagements with us), 
and i r.ow conclude tins minute by declaring that, adverting to all the facts and 
circumstances which I iravc described, it is my sincere and full belief that we have 
(?ot either by tfie tre.ity or from any other catjse, a legitimate right to annex the 
territory of Nagpore to the domin'oits of the East India Company. 

“ It February 1S54. (Signed.) J. LOW:” 

The following is a description of what really took place upon the sudden and 
uno.^pected death of the last Rajah of .Nagpore. 

Upon the death of the Rajah, a consultation was held by his family, when, 
acting on the advice of ifer Highness the Banka Baee, the late Rajah's 
grandmoiher, who has always l)ad the greatest influence in the Nagpore State, 
the widowed. Ranees deiennind, as a mark of deference to the British Govern- 
ment, to delay the formal and irrevocable adoption of Yeshwunt Rao .A.her Rao, 
the nearest male relative of the late Rajah, until reference had been made to 
the Governor-General at Calcutta. The Ranees had already adopted and 
chosen Yeshwunt Rao as their son on the day of the Rajah’s death. 
Immediately after the Rajah’s death their Highnesses the Banka Baee and 
Anpoorna Baee, the latter being the Rajah’s senior widow, sent for Nana Aher 
Rao and his son, Yeshwunt Aher Rao, and in the presence of their relations 
Nana Aher Rao formally consented to resign his son lo Anpoorna Baee, It 
was Yeshwunt Aiier Rao who officiated at the funeral pile. The ceremony 
which they delayed out of deference to the British Government was the public 
procession with their adopted son, and the giving him a name. 

It must be borne in mind that the choice of Yeshw'unt Rao as the person 
to be adopted was not a matter of caprice, about which the Ranees might have 
disagreed. He was the nearest male re'ative of the late Rajah, and as. such 

•“ Those who are sovereign princes in thcr own right, and of the Hindoo religion, have, by Hindoo law, 
.1 right to adept, to the exclusion o( collateral heirs, or of the supposed reversionary right of the paramount power; 
the latter, in fact, in such cases liaving no real existence, except in the case of.absolutc want of heirsj'ajid even 
then the right is only assumed in virtue of power, for it would probably be more consistent with right that, the 
peogc of the state so situated should elect a sovereign for themselves,” ' ' 
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the person uhom bj Hindoo law and Mahratta custom, the senior nidow was 
obliged to choose. His mother, the Rajah’s niece, Myna Baee, great*grand* 
daughter of Raghojee ll, was brought to the palace to give him birth The 
e\ent was announced by a salute of twenty-one guns, and his birth was formally 
announced to the British Resident. The Rajah ga%c orders regarding his 
education, appointed a special set of courtiers to attend upon the boy, seated 
him on all state occasions by his side, and in every possible manner showed 
that in the event of his, the Rajah, having no children, he regarded Yeshwunt 
Rao Aher Rao as his successor. 

Raja Raghojec 11 


1 


Rajah Purtojee. 
his widow adopted 
his repheu 

Cala Baee, 
married to 

Naua Goojar 
/ 

1 ■ 

1 

Chitko Baee, 
married to 

Vel./)ee Mobitea 

Rajah Raghojee tit, 
whose widow adopted hit 
grand nephew 

M>ne Dace, 
marr ed to 

Nana Aher Rao 

1 

Yeshwunt Rao Aher Rao, 
now called 
Janojee BhonsUh 


There was, as shown above, no doubt as to the person to be adopted It 
is futile to contend that the Ranees were so blind to their own interest, and so 
indifferent as not to wish to adopt a successor to the throne 

The} followed the advice of Her Highness the Banka Baee, which was to 
wait quietly for the orders cf the Government before the Hindoo religious 
ceremony, wliich makes the adoption irrevocable, was completed While these 
mailers were being discussed, the Resident bad ordered seals to be put on the 
Treasury and Jewel Ofiice, and had otherwise taken measures for exercising all 
authority in his own person 

The Banka Dace stll consistently advised entire submission She had 
alrcad) several times seen the Nagporc State settled from Calcutta, and she 
hoped that the Rames would be invited to express their wishes by the Supreme 
Government. Instead of this the Hat was Issued. Nagpore was annexed .and 
the Ranees have in vain made repeated appeals against the decision, bo^lh in 
letters to the Govtrror-General, as well as by their Vakeels in Calcutta and in 
England. The fact of the province of Kagporc being annexed has been 
announced to the Ranees, the provision made for their support has been 
explained to them, ard they have even been forbidden to continue the discussion 
of their rights. 

Looking calmly at the manner in which the sfate of Nagpore has become 
a portion of Diuish India, it is difBcuIt to regard it as other than an exercise of 
the paramount power in support of what was considered by the Marquis of 
Dalhcusie, the ilitn Governor«GcncraI, a necessary policy. It is Impossible to 
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deny that the Bhonslah family have suffered grievously by the exercise of this 
power, and it is important to examine what steps have hitherto been taken by 
the Government of India to compensate this family for the loss of their position 
as one of the substantive powers of India, which had been the rank assigned 
to them by the treaty of 1826, but of which, for state reasons, we now think it 
expedient to deprive them. 

After the death of the Rajah of Nagpore, the following provision was made 
for the Ranees his wives, and for some of the principal ladies of the royal 
harem : — 

1. To the Banka Baee, a stipend of 1,20,000 rupees per annum in 

consideration of her great age, her high rank, and her former 
position as regent of the kingdom : 

2. To the eldest widow of the late Rajah, a life pension of 50,000 rupees : 

3. To each of the other four widows 25,000 rupees : 

4. To the widow' of Appa Sahib, 10,006 rupees, and to other ladies of 

the zenana, 20,000 rupees, in all 1, So, 000 rupees exclusive,^ and 
3,00,000 rupees inclusive, of the pension of the Banka Baee. 

From the very considerable persona! property of the Rajah it was decided 
to allot to the Ranees jewels, furniture, and other articles suitable to their rank, 
and it was resolved to form the remainder into a fund, from which the pensions 
should be defrayed, the Government of India making up any deficiency. 

Thus it was contemplated by the Court of Directors t6 provide liberally, 
without entailing serious expense upon the Company, for the Ranees and ladies 
of the royal harem of Nagpore during their lifetime, but the existence of any 
representative of the Bhonslah family was entirely ignored. 

It here becomes necessary to point out that, in this respect, an uninten- 
tional injustice w'as being done, an injustice which has been clearly understood 
by the people of Nagpore, and by the native states of India, who w'atch with the 
most jealous and anxious interest the measures taken by the Government in all 
that regards the Native Royal Houses of India. 

Since the ceremony of adoption, Yeshwunt Rao Aher Rao has, according 
to the Hindoo religious ceremonial, received the name of Janojee Bhonslah. 

Janojee Bhonslah was, according to Hindoo law and Mahratta custom, the 
proper person to be adopted, being the lineal descendant of Raghojee II, and 
next of kin to the late Rajah. 

Whatever may be the opinion regarding the right of the British Government, 
as the paramount power In India, to refuse to. recognise an adoption entailing 
the right of succession to the sovereignty of Nagpore, It is at least certain, that 
granting this imperial prerogative to the fullest extent it cannot amount to more 
than a right to mediatise the principality, not to annihilate the family. Whatever 
restrictions over the descent of the sovereignty are enacted, the Bhonslah family 
must be allowed to have some law of inheritance. According to Hindoo law and 
Mahratta custom, Janojee Bhonslah is declared by them to be the next of 
kin, and heir to the late Rajah, and, as such, adopted by the widow's. According 
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to English, European, and, it may be said, unnecsal laxy» m default of direct 
descendantii m the male line, he, the direct descendant in the female line, is the 
heir to all the titles, estates, and personal property of the late Rajah, 

By tthat lau, or semblance of law indeed, can he be excluded? It cannot be 
held that the Supreme Go>ernment is to adopt at once as much, and as little of 
Hindoo Ian as ma) suit its purpos*, just so much as requires the form of adop- 
tion to render his relationship effective for succession, and just so little as enables 
the Government to forbid or disallow that adoption 

In must be remembered that, not only does Hindoo lau, under certain 
circumstances, confer the nght ard obligation of adoption upon the widow but 
It also \ery clearly confers the right to be adopted upon the nearest rela ive 
whose parent consents to resign him There is a nght to be adopted as well as 
a right to adopt, and in the present case, there is not the shadow of a doubt as to 
the respective persons in whom these rights existed when the late Rajah died. 

By the fact of his adoption janojee Bhonslah has no share or interest 
whatever m the properly of his natural father, Nana Aher Rao, and he is now 
left the actual head of the Bhonslah family, totally unprovided for, without any 
income from any source whatever, and with no prospect of any It is true that 
the Ranees have been told that their adopted son may succeed to their private 
property. This leads naturally to an inquiry as to what private property the 
Ranees possess, and the manner m which the large jiersonal property of the hte 
Rajah has been seized by the late East India Compali) 

The Ranees arc not m possession of any valuable propertj, except the 

f iortion of the late Rajah's jewels, and gold and silvtr plate, that was reserved 
or them when the bulk of the contents of the armoury and jewel office was sold 
by auction, or sent for sale to Calcutta in the beginning of 1855 The boxes of 
jewels on which the several Ranees' names were written, and which, during the 
late Rajah's lifetime, had been appropriated to their ordinary personal use, were 
reserved for the Ranees. Gold ornaments and silver plate, to the value of one 
lac and a quarter rupees, were also allotted to the use of the Ranees 

In all this there was an evident intention to be considerate, and to consult 
the feelings of the Ranees , but there was nothing to show that their legal right 
to any part of the valuables was recognised , no principle of distribution was laid 
down , so that the single order regarding the boxes on which their names were 
written bore the appearance of a free concession, — of a favour accorded, rather 
than of a discrimination between public and pnvatc property 

It must be remembered that on the Rajah's death, the valuables in the 
palace of Nagporc amounted, as realised by auction, to izoenty'Six tacs of 
rupees There was further found in the zenana of the palace — sums 
in ready monej — Nagpore rupees, 4,16 663, anJ gold corns which so'd for Nag- 
pore rupees 8,750 and Company s rupees 2,76282 These Nagpore rupees 
and gold coins formed the late f^ajah’s private treasure, the cash was deposited 
in the zenana apartments, and the accounts of receipts and disbursements of this 
dvpartment, during the last ten or fifteen )eara, have been 1 ept by the special 
aiicndants of the Ranees 
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No entry of the receipts and disbursements of this private treasure, no trace 
of its existence, is to be found in the public accounts of the. country. It is 
difficult to conceive how this treasure could be more distinctly marked and noted 
as private family property. 

Mr. Manse!, the Resident at Nagpore, thus writes regarding this private 
treasury : — “ The private treasure, about 20 lacs (the jewels are said to be from 
50 to 75 lacs Nagpore rupees in value ; but I sliall be pleased if on sale they 
yield the half of the former sum), and the household property (not above a lac 
in value, if we except'stores that arc being made available for public use), I would 
propose to leave with the family, to be disposed of by them in such way as may 
be most agreeable to their feelings, and as would be generally approved of by the* 
courtiers and the native public. I apprehend that the general desire would be 
to throw the whole or the main part of the effects into a family fund, to be held 
by one representative, just as would be done in England in an entailed property, 
subordinate interests being provided for by a settlement. The right of the family 
by the female branch seems to be clearly quite as strong as by the male to every 
thing but the possession of tliose .sovereign powers that a female can never well 
exercise, except in a constitution.1l government." 

The Governor-General decided against this recommendation, and considered 
that the accumularcd treasure found in the zenana was “ public revenue hoarded 
by the late Rajah and, as such, available for the payment of the private debts 
of the late Rajah. 

It may be presumptuous to give a legal opinion as to the rules by which the 
slate' property may be distinguished from the private wealth of an absolute 
sovereign, or to wliat extent the valuables in the palace of Nagpore may' have 
been justly considered avai'able assets for the payment of the state debts, and 
the debts of the late Raj.ih’s household. On this latter point it will suffice to 
observe, that while all the state debts, including those of the Khasgee, amounted 
to only about six lacs and a half of Nagpore rupees, the sum realised by the 
various sales of palace property alone was upwards of twenty-six lacs of 
Company's rupees. 

It may not be out of place to note, that in a precisely parallel case, 
Kamachee Baee Sahiba, Ranee of Tanjore, rersus The East India Company, 
recently tried at Madras, the decision was in favour of the Ranee’s claim, and 
contradicted the opinion laid down and acted upon by Lord Dalhousie in the 
case of the Nagpore Ranees, who have never ceased to protest against the 
seizure of the late Rajah’s personal property and private treasure. 

If. has been shown that after deciding upon the annexation of the Province 
of Nagpore, the Ranees were left with life pensions, their own personal orna- 
ments, and with a certain quantity of plate for their use. The fact that there 
was a lineal descendant' of the late Rajah in existence, adopted according to 
Hindoo law and Mahratta custom as the representative of the Bhonslah family, 
has been entirely. ignored ; and that this representative, Janojee Bhonslah, has 
been left entirely unprovided for. 

Of the pensions allotted to the Ranees, amounting to 3,00,000 rupees, 
which might be considered sufficient for the. honourable maintenance of. these royal 
ladies, whil6 they were all alive and living together in the Nagpore palace, a 
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pension of 50,000 rupees per annum has lapsed by the death of the senior 
Ranee Anpoorna Baee, and 1,20,000, by the recent death of Her Highness the 
Banka Baee, so that there non remains for the support of the Ranees of 
Nagpur only 1,30 oco rupees From this sum they have to provide for the 
maintenance of their adopted son, Janojee Bhonslah, recently married And 
nhile the subject of the maintenance of these ro)al ladies is under notice, it may 
not be irrelevant to call attention to the state considered necessary to the 
dignity of a native rojal family These Ranees are obhged, according to the 
custom of the country to keep up numerous expensive establishments, and to 
afford support to families who for upwards of a hundred years have hved within 
the precincts of the palace as dependants of the royal family , expenses which 
though surprising and even repugnant to European notions, are a part of that 
oriental system »hich Britain, having assumed the paramount power in India, 
cannot suddenU and capriciously destroy 

To give some idea of the state which, for a time at least, must continue at 
Nagpore, a short account of the monthly expenses of the palace is here given 

t 700 servants, including palace guard, at a cost of 7,000 rupees per 
mensem elephants, camels employed m the palace service, 1,600, Bhonslahs 
and Bhonslins, being persons born m the palace, who receive food and clothing 
at a cost of 3,000 rupees per mensem 

The annual repairs of the palace, 25,000 rupees ^ 

It should be further menuoned that the Ranees expended 25 000 rupees on 
the occasion of the marriage of their adopted son, Janojee Bhonslah 

Tiie Ranees’ debts already amount to 60 000 rupees, and unless some aid 
IS speedily afforded, these royal ladies and Janojee Bhonslah, their heir and the 
representative of a royal lacc, will fall into a slate of penury reflcclmg disgrace 
upon the Government of India and the British nation 

But these royal ladies and the family of the Bhonslahs have, since the 
annexation of Nagpore, acquired a fresh claim to the consideration of the 
Government, and with this claim the British people will feel the liveliest and most 
generous sympathy 

When the Bengal army mutinied m 1857, and the possession of India as an 
appanage of the Crown was in danger, the attention of all in India was attracted 
to the unprotected condition of the recently annexed province of Nagpore, to the 
neighbouring stale of Hyderabad, and to the Carnatic and Deccan 

There were all the elements favourable to a rebellion m existence at 
Nagpore, — a recent annexation of more than questronablc justice , an historical 
family extinguished by (he flat of the East Innia Company, although an undoubted 
representative of the late Rajah was alive , a large force of the laic Rajah's troops 
recently brought under a discipline distasteful to them , a native aristocracy who 
had lost, with the native sovereign, their importance and their privileges, the 
country denuded of European troops, the Madras native regiments at Kamptec 
twelve mvWs distant from Nagpore, being the only troops availaolc for the 
maintenance of the British authority, and anxiously looking to the conduct 
which would be followed by the Ntzatn of Hyderabad, and among whom 
emissaries from Bengal were already at work 
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In the month of June, July, and August iast,^ the Banka Baee, once the 
Regent of Nagpore, could, with one word, have raised the whole country against 
us, from her palace at Nagpore to the city of Hyderabad and to Sattara, Her 
name was known far and wide In the Deccan, and carried with it the attraction 
of a character for wisdom, generosity, and good fortune. The Bhonslah family 
still possessed their ancestral landed property in the Zillahs of Poonah, .Sattara, 
Sholapore, and Ahmcdnuggur. Many of the late Rajah’s relations and de- 
pendants also have estates and other interests in these districts, in Berar, and the 
Hyderabad country ; and thus a constant intercourse with the homes of the 
Mahratta was kept up. The events of 1857 at Poonah, Sattara, Kolapore, and 
other places, and many uneasy symptoms in various parts of the Deccan, 
afforded sure indications of what the temper of the time was. There is not the 
slightest doubt that at Nagpore all were ready for action. The persons most 
dangerous from their wealth, rank, former power, and territorial influence, were 
quite prepared, on certain conditions, to throw their weight into the scale of 
rebel’ion. 

They had counted their resources ; they had secured the co-operation of 
the Nagpore Irregular Horse by means of the old superior commissioned 
officers, pensioned after the annexation of the province, and they had opened 
communication with the Madras troops at Kamptee. The murder of the Com- 
missioner and the other English officers at Seetabuldee, and the seizure of the 
arsenal and treasury, were exploits easy of accomplishment ; and it is more than 
probable that the Madras troops, after witnessing so substantial and striking 
a proof of our real weakness, would not have resisted the contagion. When 
once the die was cast, no effort, no expense would have been spared to seduce 
them from their allegiance. Emblems of royalty and religion, traditions, pro- 
phesies, and ancient war-cries, would have produced a violent excitement among 
these untamed and ignorant races, such as can scarcely be conceived by our 
more sober imaginations ; and in a season of general agitation, the effect of such 
explosive elements is redoubled. The appearance in the field, at that critical 
period, of the flag and other insignia of the Bhonslah, would inevitably have 
secured the Madras troops to the cause of revolt. The news of a successful 
rising at Nagpore would have raised a whirlwind of exultaion and fury at 
tlyderabad, that must liave swept away the supporters of a peaceful policy. 
Nor would the Madras sepoys at Hyderabad have been slow to imitate their 
brethren at Nagpore. The flames of the first defection would soon have spread, 
and it w'ould have been found that the Madras army was as open to the force of 
example, as incapable of resisting the madness of the herd, as the Bengal Army. 
Poonah, Sattara, Belgaum, Kolapore, Kurnool, and Cuddapah would all have 
responded to the impulse of Hyderabad and Nagpore. The Deccan and the 
Carnatic w'ould have presented one scene of confusion and carnage. 

This is not an imaginary picture. The communication of the troops at 
Kamptee with the most dangerous persons at Nagpore, the. treasonable language 
of native officers and sepoys, their ‘invitation to the Nagpore conspirators to 
begin the outbreak by some bold stroke and demonstration, and their promises 
to join in the movement on the first opportunity, are all matters' of fact that 
admit of no doubt or dispute. Warnings of the uneasy temper of the Kamptee 
troops reached Nagpore before the detection of the Mussulman plot in the city 
and the Irregular Cavalry regiment. During the subsequent inquiry, conclusive' 
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evidence on this point was elicited, and when all possible prec*.uuons had been 
tahen, and the absence of immediate and imminent danger of an outb eak had 
been proved by the unresisted arrest and execution of the ringleaders, several 
persons, in consequence of the evidence above referred to, were very judiciously 
placed in arrest or under surveillance, and some of them were deported from the 
province. 

From the ternb’e danger which must have been the result of a rising in the 
Deccan in 1837, we were saved by the masculine sense and rare lo>alty of the 
Banka Baee This rojal lady has been looked upon, for the last forty years, 
as at once the venerated mother, and the good genius of the Bhonslah family and 
of the w hole s^ate of ^agpore She is thought to have deserved, and to possess, 
the respect and esteem of the Bntish Government and of all the British officers 
who have exercised power at Nagpore since 1818 To no individual living, not 
to the Nizam not to Salar Jung of Iljderabad, are we so much indebted as we 
are to th s aged Princess Tor while it is just possible, though not probable, 
that Nagpore under her influence might have remained quiet, although an 
outbreak took place at H) derabad, it is not to be imagined for a moment that tne 
turbulent spirits at Hjderabad would have failed to respond to the tidings of 
rf -loman being in the field, and successful at Nagpore, or that the Nizam and his 
minister could hav», withstood the outburst of insane entl usiasm that would have 
been cal’ed forth b) so auspicious a beginning of revolt At Nagpore all were 
ready and willing but no one felt any confidence while she forbade the move- 
ment her quiet but firm opposition discouraged, embarrassed, and bafBcd the 
boldest intriguers and conspirators, who remembered how Appa Sahib’s dis- 
comfiture ruin and disgrace, had followed hs defiance of her counsels in a 
similar political crisis The majority of the late Rajah’s relations and Maun- 
kurrees were entirely guided bv her directions, and implicitly obedient to her 
commands Ten or twelve days before the detection of the Mussulmans con- 
spiracj at Nagpore, a few days after the news of Delhi having been occupied 
by llie mutineers was received, she strictly charged the highest m rank, and 
most imriorlant persons m each class of the dependants of the family, to keep no 
secrets from her, and to take part in no scheme that miglit bring discredit on 
"her city” (Nagpore), or lower her reputation [>iehiamee) with the British 
Government She expressed her opinion that a difficult time was approaching, 
but that this was the time to show that their old friendship was not dimn ished, 
and she assured them that the Coropan)’s fortune {tkbal) would sooner or later 
overcome all resistance As «oon as the Musulman plot became known she 
summoned all the relaiions, Brahmins Sirdars, Mnhratta and Musulman, Maun* 
kurrees altogether between four and five hundred persons, threatened them with 
her severest displeasure and denounced against them the certain vengeance of 
Heaven if any of them dared to put themselves m opposition to Government, or 
to conceal an) treasonable proceedings She declared that if her own son had 
been concerned in the plot she would give him up to the Commissioner, and 
only ask that he should not be put to death. .At this time no particulars of the 
conspiracy were known at Seelabuldec, no arrests had been made, and there 
was still great excitement m the city and US neighbourhood, m fact the danger 
was at Us height I or nearly a month after this she made all the above* 
mentioned persons attend in the palace cverv da), in order to preserve her 
c( nltol ov er them and keep them out of mischief ihese incessant injunctions, 
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warnings, and threats, the almost superbiitious belief in her wisdom and foresight, 
and the example of her persistent hope and trust in the ultimate recognition by 
the British Government of her friendship and of the claims of her family, were 
ll'.e salvation of Southern India. 'I he heavy debt which the Empire owes her for 
this eminent service, renders it most painful, after describing the excellent 
conduct of this venerable lady, to have to delvail the. extraordinary neglect which 
the Ranees of the laie Rajah and their adopted son Janojec Bhonslah ha\e 
experienced at the hands of the British authorities. 

These royal ladies had, ever since the annexation of Nagpore, protested 
against the policy which deprived their family of that kingdom. They claimed 
the recognition of Janojee Bhonslah as their adopted son, and as representative 
of the Bhonslah family, and they had complained bitterly of the seizure of the 
late Rajah’s personal property and of the private treasure accumulated in the 
palace zenana. 

They sought various modes of redress, by sending their vakeels first to the 
Governor-General in Calcutta, and lastly to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors in England ; but the invariable answer returned to them was that the 
annexation was an act tliat admitted of no discussion, and they were directed to 
address themselves in future, upon any other matters, to the Governor-General 
through the Commissioner of Nagpore. 

As lime wore on, althougli never entirely abandoning the hope that at some 
future lime the kingdom of Nagpore would be restored to the Bhonslah family, 
the attention of tl;e Ranees was directed to the totally unprovided condition of 
their adopted son Janojee Bhonslah. It was necessary that he should be 
married ; and both on the occasion -of his marriage, and on the previous occasion 
of Ills formally receiving the name of Bhonslah, they urged upon the Commis- 
sioner of Nagpore to recognise Janojee Bhonslah as their adopted son, and to 
obtain his recognition by the Supreme Government, and a provision suitable to 
his birth and his position as the representative of a royal race. The Cornmis- 
sioner, Mr. Plowden, treated the Ranees at first with consideration and kindness ; 
he soothed their impatience, and at last, in December 1856, the Commissioner 
of Nagpore paid a visit to the palace, previous to his departure on circuit, and, 
on this occasion, he forvmliy pro 7 nised the Banka Baee, and the other Ranees, 
■who -were all present behind the purdah, that he -would apply to Government for 
the grant of a title and stipend to their adopted son, fanojee Bhonslah, -who was 
himself, ■with the frincipal native Sirdars, present on this occasion. 

These promises greatly consoled the royal ladies ; they felt that, at all events, 
they had found a protector of the name and race of the Bhonslahs, which had 
been virtually extinguished by the decision of the late Governox-General, Lord 
Dalhousie. 

The proposal to the Government of India of a provision for their adopted 
son, janojee Bhonslah, and for a suitable title, would, they felt, be accompanied 
by a detailed explanation of their circumstances by the Commissioner, and they 
also felt that they had everything to gain by the attention of the Government 
being directed to the question of the effects of the annexation of Nagpore. 


f 



The medium of communication between the Ranees of Nagpore and the 
Commissioner, on aU ordinary matters, w?as Captain Evans BeU, of the and 
Madras Europeans, who held the office of an Assistant Commissioner in the 
Nagpore Province, and of Assistant Agent to the Governor-General It was m 
this latter capacity that Captain Bell was engaged, under the superintendence 
of the Commissioner, m directing all matters connected w^th the surviving 
member* of the Nagpore Royal Family To this officer was entrusted the 
payment of the Ranees' stipends and of the pensions to the relatives, courtiers, 
and dependants of the late Rajah Captain Bell was also charged with the 
adjudication of numerous suits, in which the parties concerned were, from their 
high rank, exempted from the jurisdiction of the ordinary Civil Courts Prom 
his official position, Captain Bell had the best opportunity of becoming thoroughly 
acquainted with the real circumstances connected with the annexation of Nagpore, 
and the hardships and grief endured by the Ranees, when, by the act of the late 
Governor-General, they saw the next of km and heir to the late Rajah deprived 
of a kingdom to which, m accordance with Hindoo law and Mahratta custom 
and precedent, they felt he should have succeeded He further saw how un- 
reasonable and unpopular was the refusal to recognise Janojee Bhonslah at least 
as head of the family and heir to the personal property of the late Rajah, and 
how questionable was the tight by which this valuable personal propettv, and 
the private treasury, had been appropriated by the East India Company 

Captain BeU through whose hands the payments of the Ranees’ households 
were effected, and who thus knew the expenses necessary for their proper main- 
tenance, become aware that the provision made for the Ranees was insufficient, 
and how imposaible it would be for them to make any provision for their adopted 
son Captain Bell communicated all these circumstances to the Commissioner, 
Mr. George Plow den, and aeUtg under hts tnstructtons, prepared a report 
recommending that a title should be conferred on the adopted son of the late 
Rajah, and a separate provision made for him suitable to hU rank, and that he 
should have the management and control ofthe palace establishments After a 
considerable delay, Mr Plow den visited the Ranees, and fledged mmself to 
recommend iheir adopted son, Janojee Bhonslah, to the Government of India for 
an honorary tiih and stipend Months passed on, until June 1857 The 
perilous position of Nagpore, and the admirable conduct of Her Highness the 
Banka Daee during the rebellion, have already been described m detail 

Captain Evans Bell during the months previous to and subsequent to 
June 1857, never ceased to call the attention of the Commissioner to his formal 
promise to Ihq Ranees of Nagpore, and to the good policy of keeping faith with 
so influential a family A few days after the attempted outbreak at Nagpore, 
Captain Bell had been permitted by Mr. Plowden to go to the Ranees, and tell 
them that ne hoped within three months there would be some good news for them. 
The Magistrate of Nagpore Mr R S Ellis, who was in charge of the large 
native cit) of Nagpore, had, more than anyone, an opportunity of ascertaining 
how great was the danger at one limp, and how entirely the safetj of the city 
had depended upon the control exercised by Her Highness the Banka Bacc 
over the Mahratta population, and how entirely all her influence Iiad been 

exercised m our favour for the mamtcnance of order, was m constant communi- 
cation with the Banka Dace and her relatives, and lost no opportunity, with the 
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knowledge and concurrence of Mr. Plowden, of exjDrcssing to Her Highness the 
gratitude felt by all the Europeans at Nagpore for her admirable conduct, and 
of assuring her that these facts would be made known to the Government by the 
Commissioner, as an additional claim on the part of the Bhonslah family to. the 
consideration of the Government. It will appear incredible that the immediate 
danger at Nagpore having passed away, the Commisbianer, Mr. George Plowden, 
entirely omitted to report to the Government of India the important assistance 
he had received from the Banka Baee of Nagpore. It would be difficult io 
explain this strange conduct on tin: part of the Coinmi.ssioner of T^’agpore, who is 
an officer of very considerable talents, if he had not, on .former occasions, showed 
a most unaccountable dispo.silion to procrastinate. So remarkable was this 
habit, that it drew irpon Mr. Plowden the unenviable disiinciion of being the only 
public officer mentioned with blame by thelate Governor-General Lord Dalhousie, 
who, in his final report of liis labours, ' ineniions with regret that he had been 
unable to decide upon the important question of the “ Salt Monopoly,” in conse- 
quence of the inordinate delays of Mr. George Plowden, who had been employed as 
a Special Commissioner to report on this subject. 

To this fatal habit of procrastination n.ust be attributed the false position In 
which the Government of India has been placed towards the Ranees of Nagpore, 
and the .painful situation in which officers serving under Mr. Plnwden are reduced, 
when they find that promises which he has allowed them to make in his name 
have remained unfulfilled and thit they share with (he Commissioner the 
reputation of having broken faith with natives who assisted British officers in the 
hour of need. For it is not only in the case of Janojee Bhonslah that Mr. George 
Plowden has delayed reporting to the Government meritorious services. The 
case of Captain Mahommed Tuffussool Hussain Khan will still further show ho'v 
injurious to the public interests the Commissioner’s apathy and pracrastinailon 
have proved. This officer is the ” Risaldar,” or Native Comjnandant, of the 
Nagpore Mounted Police. He had, under the Government of the late Rajahs 
of Nagpore, been'for thirty-six years a .cavalry officer, .and had repeatedly been 
noticed by Government for bis fidelity to British interes’s. Latterly, the death of 
his son had driven him from active 'life, but though seriously ill, the muiinies 
found Him at once ready for action It was considered expedient to arrest 
some officers of the Inegular Cavalry which had Tnutinied. An armed resistance 
was expected, and means were adopted to meet a catastrophe, when Tuffussool 
Houssain begged as a favour that he might first exert his influence among the 
men. Accompanied by only one orderly, he personally anested the four principal 
native officers of the Nagpore Irregular Cavalry, who were ringleaders in the plot, 
and by his bold demeanour and commanding eloquence cheeked the mutinous 
excitement among .the troopers. ^His house was the rendezvous of all who were 
willing to discover or resist .the plots of the disaffected, and the tranquillity of the 
native capital w.as owing in no mean degree to his personal exertions. 

Fie, Captai-n Tuffussool Houssain, was co!iside;red so useful and influential 
a person, that he was .appointed a Rissaldar of poli.ee liorse at Nagpore, and the 
Commissioner of the Province; through the Magistrate, Mr Ellis, proiuised that 
he should be reconiniended to the Government of India, fora subslandal reward 
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tit the shape of a Jtghiie, •sihkk ^ould serve to maintain after his death h'ts 
unmet ons family. Up to the present time, no official notice whatever has been 
taken by Go'emment of the eminent services rendered by Captain Tuffussool' 
Houssain Khan, and the promise made to him by the. Commissioner remains 
unfulfilled 

It would be out of p’ace here to gira further insiancesof the neglect of’ great' 
interest displayed by the Commiss-oner of Nagpore, but it m.iy easily be asserted, 
that of no part of our possessions in India, is the Government of India so ill- 
informed'as of the territory of Nagpore.- 

Lord Dalhousie, in his minute advocating the poMcy of annexing the Province 
of Nagpore, lays especial stress (wWt paragraph 32) upon the importance of the* 
country as affording a secure supply of that one item, upon which' ihe prosperity 
of the manufacturers of England-mainly depends, — the staple article of cotton 
wool.* The greatinipediment to seoorihg, at a modtra'te crostj the supply of 
this article, was the heavy, complicated, and ’oppressive transit duties upon this-' 
article levied thiough the Provinces of Nagpore and Hyderabad. 

It will hardly be believed ihat'thcse transit’ dues are still, after five )ears 
possession by the British Government, levied in the Province of Nagpore, and' 
that no scheme has been, as far as cambe known, prepared'by tlie Commissioner 
of Nagpore, and bid before the Government of India, for the abolition’ of this 
oppressive and destructive source oP revenue. 

U is-iinnecessary to point oufin-detaU the evil effect? of this known habit of 
procrastination, on the efforts made by the zealous officers serving under 
Mr. PlowdeOj in Nagpore, in their endeavours to administer beneficially the 
districts commuted 10 their charge, and how disheartening the knowledge that the 
most carefully prepared schemes for local improvements, which seriously affect 
the well-being of the people of the countr)*, are laid aside.for consideration at- 
some future moment which never arrivrs. 

But there is one officer, who has so honourably and with such earnest 
perseverance endeavoured to prevent Mr. George Plowden bringing the disgrace 
of broken faith and ingratitude on the British Government, and who has suffered', 
so much injustice at the hands of the Commissioner, that it is- important that 
both his services and the treatment he has received should not remain unknown. 
Captain Evans. Uell’s position, in connection with the Ranees • of Nagpore, has 
been explained, above. For months-Captain Bell, by his never-failing courtesy and 
bndness to all connected with the late Rajah's* family, was able to console 
these- unfortunate persons, and to reconcro them to waiting for the fulfilment of 
the Commissioner's promises j but. when these royal ladies* commenced to 
reproach him (CaplainJBell) with having deceived them, Captann Bell pointed 
out to the Commissioner how painfully he was situated, and how' impossible It 
was for him to continue in his officc.-of As^stant Agent to the Governor-General 
when solemn engagements made by (he Commissioner of Nagpore, and repeatedly 
affirmed by him (Captain Bell), as-Mr. Plowdert’s deputy, were- broken through, 
without one word of explanation, except that a < press of business prevented the-- 
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Government from considering the claims of die Ranees of Nagpore. Captain 
{Jell, finding all remonstrance' *.vith Mr. Plowden useless, has- directly addressed' 
the Govertuiient of India upon the subject of this neglect' on the part' of the' 
Commissioner of Nagporc. It required real moral courage, in a junior officer, to 
break through the .strict lu'es of Indian etiquette, and thus to assume the respon- 
sibi'iiy of bringing grave charge.s against his superior. Captain Bell has' been, 
however, in some measure supported in this line of conduct by the consideration 
•hat he was'permitted by the Government to remain in his-oflice, and that thus a' 
tacit approval of his conduct was accorded to him: The Commissioner of 
Nagporc, a’thougli' Captain Dell forwarded to* him copies of all tliclelters sent by 
Inm to the Government, was unable to shake off his-incredible apathy sufficiently 
to report’ upon these important’ matters to the Government oMndia. 

It is only within the last few months that Mr. Plowden/ to get rid of these 
disagreeable communications to llie Government; of which he always received 
copies' from Captain Bell, and in which he saw his own official conduct so 
Severely and so justly described, reliev. d Captain Dell of his palace duties, wh’ch- 
fora i.horl time he exercised himself and aflerwards delegated to' his assistant 
Captain Shakespear. Captain Bell, in the meantime, was employed as a joint 
Magistrate of the Nagpore district, but never ceased to watch over the interests' 
of the Ranees of Nagpore, .and from time lo'lime to fulfi' iiis' distasteful duty of 
informing the Government of ihe continued neglect of the Commissioner. He 
was, however, no longer tl>e channel of communication between’ the Ranees and' 
the Commissioner, and day by day these royal ladies saw all chance of their 
case hiring submitted to Government more and more remote. 

On the 7th September 1858, an event occurred’ whicli all persons had’ 
been e.specting for some lime past. This was the death of Her Highness the' 
Banka Baee of Nagpore, widow of the Rajah who fought against us at Assaye 
and .Argaum herself once regent of the kingdom ot Nagpore and ever the fast' 
friend and ally of the British Government. The valuable aid afforded -by this 
Hlustrious'lady in 1857 to the support of the British authority in Nagpore has 
already been described, and none of those who'had an opportunity of knowing 
how bitterly grieved and disappointed this venerable princess had been at the 
treatment she had received from Mr. Plowden; can fail to feel indignant at his 
conduct, or acquit him of the serious reproach of' having embittered the last 
moments of her to whom thcIBritish Government owed the safety of the south' 
of British India; and 10 whom the British officers in Nagpore are indebted for 
their own safetyand the preservalion of the lives of their wives -and children. 

In August 185S, shortly before her' death, Her Highness-had-addressed the' 
following letter to Mr. Plowden, reminding him 'of the repeated promises-which he" 
had made to herself and her royal relatives, pointing out the long and ^ fruitless 
efforts which they had made, acting upon his advice, to obtain a hearing both^ 
at Calcutta and in England, and how dispirited they felt at the neglect- from* 
which they had so long and patiently, suffered,- ' ' 
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Translation. 

1 . ‘ 

Her highness the Banka Base’s zaban-BundeCj or verbal statement, dated 
the 9th August 1858, and presented to the Commissioner of Nagpore, 
by a deputation consisting, of Purbhut Rao Goojur, Tirimbuckjee Nana 
Aher Raq, Baherjee Sirkya, a/id Govind Rao Furnayces, on the 
loth idem. 

A thousand thousand thanks to the Creator of the heavens and earth, that 
e\er since the princes and nobles of all India, and especially of this principalilv, 
have been reduced to obedience, the British Government has never, until now 
ceased to extend to them its generosity and its protection. From the first, 
the chiefs of this principality have performed all that has been commanded. 
Moreover, ever since the death of the late Raja-h the English officers have 
constantly advised us to this effect, that it would be to our advantage to be 
obedient to all the orders of Government. And, indeed, my desire always was, 
and is, to actu.ider the instructions of that August^ Government _ By command 
of the Officiating Commissioner, Major Edward King Elliot, I delivered up with 
a cheerful countenance all the treasures, gold and jewels, cash and goods, 
weapons, cattle, and in short everything that was m our possession, and devoted 
them to the will and pleasure of the British Government. For J thought that 
when our right became manifest, all this wealth, gold and^ jewels, and^ other 
properly, would be restored, according to old custom ; as in the^ rebellion of 
1818, when Mr Jenkins, the Resident, took all the treasures Into his^ own 
posssession, and restored them to us on the re-£Slablishment of the sovereignty. 
I therefore gave up everything to the persons appointed by the Officiating 
Cotnralssioner; 1 was quite confident, and remain so, that the Honoujrable Com» 
pany would never begrudge us our principality, but that it would be settled ac* 
cording to our wishes upon the rightful heir, our son Jannjee Bhonslah, who 
at the time of the laje Rajah’s death, by the permission ol Mr. Manscl, and 
with the unanimous consent 0/ the members of nur family, and the Counsello's 
of the Stale, and again at the death of the late Ranee Anpoorna Baee, with the 
knowledge and permission of Mr. Georye Plowden, the Commissioner, was, 
with every usual c.crcmony, adopted and recognised as the heir. 

But when the officers of the British Government began to make use of tlie 
most e.xtraordinary language to me on this subject, I then perceived, and became 
certain, that some officials, by improper ocplanations and persuasions, had dis* 
posed the Supreme Government to ruin our soytreignty, and to abolish our 
rights But even then I reflected ij) my own mind, that the British Governmrn/: 
is not inclined to do injustice ; and by what law, or by w hat principle of justice, 
can our right be converted into a wrong? At last the Commissioner ^aid to us 
that nothing cou’d be done by him, but that pie tni^ht send our zraieels to the 
Capital, and ask lor justice. Seeing i)o other cou-se open to os, with the per* 
mission of the Officiating Commissioner, we derided on sending wakeels. 
/\fler the wakcels had been sent on their missions, the Officiating Commissioner 
said; "You cannot be allowed to remain in the palace, and make plans for sending 
wakeels; for by sending wakcels it becomes evident that you are intent upon 
piakinga disturbance.” These (xprcssbns were rot worthy of pur anejent friencj* 
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ship with the British Government; but such was our destiny. As our good-will 
and amity have been known from the first unto this day, I., may observe that 
the only reason for sending wakeels was, that when the heir to this sovereignty 
was actually present, — the grand-nephew of the late Raja, and in every respect 
the rightful representative, — we were told that the sovereignty had lapsed for 
want of an heir. For nineteen months our wakeel remained at Calcutta, but 
never succeeded in obtaining an interview with the great lord, the Governor- 
General. After this the order "ioas given that -we should withdra'SJ our wakeels, 
and make all our petitions and statements through the Commissioner. We 
submitted to this order also; recalled our wakeels, and put our claims before Mr. 
Plowden ; and from that day the Commissioner has offered us much consolation ; 
and with the proper feeling of his position has always shown the greatest atten- 
tion and kindness to our son ; and at our wish assisted at his marriage. And 
the Commissioner has frequently said to us that we should be perfectly easy 
our minds, for that in a few days he would write a full account of our affairs to 
the Capital. By reassuring expressions of this sort our hearts were comforted ; 
and we felt certain that by the Commissioner’s explanation of our cause and 
description of our fidelity, the members of Government, who are worshippers of 
God and lovers of the right, would be quite convinced, and that the heir to the 
sovereignty would obtain his inheritance. We were quite sure that the delay 
and postponement in the settlement of our affairs, had only arisen from the 
previous incorrect representations of some officers, but that the Government was 
just, and when the case was understood, would redress our wrongs. Eighteen 
months, however, have passed atvay, and no change is yet apparent. Having 
no alternative before us, we have therefore, with the permission of the Commis- 
sioner, written two letters explaining fully our wishes to the enlightened mind 
of his Lordship the Governor-General, and we presented them to the Commis- 
sioner. Doubtless they have been forwarded, and all our affairs have thus been 
made known, but up to this day no answer has been given to us. Therefore' it' 
is a great source of grief and anxlety to me, as I have now arrived at the age 
of eighty years, and cannot hope to live much longer lest my desire of seeing 
my son established according to ancient custom, as the late Rajah was, should not 
be fulfilled in my life-lime. For now my son is of full age, and able to do his 
duty under the supreme Government, and according to Mahratta custom and by 
the Hindoo law of the Dhurum Shaster, and by consanguinity to the former 
Rajahs, he is the heir. And I still have a strong hope that by your noble quali- 
ties and the magnanimity of the Government, my son will be established and 
exalted: Thus, trusting in the ancient friendship of the Honourable Company and 
resigned to the will of God, I have remained patient and composed. 

The statement which I gave to Major Elliot also remains without a reply. ^ 

God is’ my witness that during the last year my greatest grief has been 
that 1- and my son, on account of our poverty and powerless state, have been 
unable to afford any important service or ■ to give material assistance to Govern- 
ment. But setting aside our helplessness, we, with all our relations, were ready 
and prepared to show our obedience and devotion : all the officers who have been 
connected with this country know our good-will, and I need say no more on 
that point. 



I have written this short account of our sad neak condition, and sent it to 
you that you may read it \Mth attention and assist us, so that the English Com- 
pany, which rules over the whole land, may be induced to have compassion on 
the widow, and paying respect to the line of descent and to ancient principles 
may restore our family to its former and even to a more exalted position , by 
which means the name and glory of the Company will be spread abroad, and 
we, Its dependants and adherents, may obtain our desire, and for ever pray for 
Its prosperity and power 

Dated the 9th of August 1858 


H. 

Lilter Jrom Her Highness the Banka Baeeto the Commissioner of Nagpore 
dated the 14/A of August 1838 

To Mr George Plow den, the friendly and k nd Commissioner, ever gracious 
to this humble person , may bis benignity b'* increased 

After the usual compliments, Tnmbuckiee Nana Aher Rao, Purbhut Rao 
Gujur Baherjee Sirkya and also Govmd Rao FurnaveeS were sent to wait upon 
you by me, and I have heard from them all that you were pleased to say , vis , 
that whenever you visit me I speak to you about regaining the sovereignty and 
the state property, and that Nana Aher Rao also mentions the subject, and that 
these questions are extremely objectionable, because ihe Government has strictly 
directed that no application for the sovereignty is to be heard, and that for this 
reason whatever khurceta«, letters and written statements havo been presented to 
you by us, cannot be forwarded to the Supreme Governtrent and that y ou hope I 
will never speak to you on this subject again that if we, the Ranee#, wish to 
appeal to Government or to Parinment regarding the principality we are at 
liberty to do so by means of wak€cls,and that you do not forbid such ipplications 

This suggestion has been clearly and fully urderslood by me 1 wish to 
remark that, mom first to last my intention has been that my dearson Baba Sahib 
(Janojee Bhonslah), who is the rightful heir to this principality, should ask for 
consideration and for justice from Government and from Parliament through no 
channel but you — no other channel has been or is preferred bv me. And since 
you arrived here by God's favour, to be the administrator and ruler of this country, 
vou have repeatedly slated that you would carefully explain our condition to the 
Supreme Government , you have acknowledged that, now and forrrerly, nothing 
but obedience and submission to the orders of Government has been found m my 
proceedings that nothing has ever been perceived in my conduct inconsistent 
wuh friendship to the Honourable Company that please God you would write to 
the Supreme Government and explain tnatno fault had been commuted by u^ and 
thatyou had well ascertained the fact that our misfortunes had been occasioned 
bi the improper explanalicns and arguroenti of some of the members of Govern- 
ment Besides this, when visiting us, you have often said that you would write an 
account of all our claims to Government 

I am confident that the purity of my heart is well known to all officers who 
have been connected wuh this country, and especially to you because, on the 
dav of the muuny at this place 1 offered mv oxn personal services wuh those of 
ny family, and I sent my relative Trimbuckjee Nana \her Rao, m company 
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with Mr. Robert Ellis and Captain Bell, the assistant agent, to attend upon you, 
and cn that day you said that there could be no doubt of my friendship, and that 
you would write a full account to Government of my good will and obedience. 
Trusting in these assurances, I have consoled my broken heart with the hope, 
that in a short titne by your kind assistance, our rights would be restored. In this- 
hope 1 have reposed until this day, resigned to the will of God, and praying for 
the British Government. But gralihed as 1 was with your good opinion, I was 
still desirous that you should make it known also to the Supreme Government. It 
rcoiild be most satisfactory if you ’ivould rorite otue for all an accowit of all these 
matters to Goverumeni especially those that have fallen under your oion observa- 
tion and procure us a distinct nns70Cr. Then you could with the greatest propriety 
say to us, “ / have •written your representations to Government, and here is the 
atisxoer”. It is most becoming and advisable that you should write, and after that 
our destiny will be fulfilled; but you now plainly reply to us that we may send our 
wakeels to Parliament, and ask for justice. Even to these instructions we can 
submit; but we hope that Government will advance us funds for the expenses of 
such an appeal If this cannot be done we will provide funds by disposing of the 
jewels and gold that still remain in our possession. But on this point I am very 
anxious lest we should be acting contrary to the wishes of the Supreme Govern- 
ment, because the order was given that we were to make all our demands and 
petitions through the channel of the Commissioner. 

Dated the 14 th August 1 S 5 S. 

Sent by the humble Banka Baee Sahiba. 

This was the last official note addressed by Her Highness to Mr. Plowden. 

In her last moments the Banka Baee disp'ayed the same calm dignity which 
ever marked her conduct in prosperity and adversity. When she felt that the 
hour of death was drawing near, she sent for Mr. Plowden to make known to him, 
as the representative of the British Government, her last wishes. He attended 
at the palace accompanied by some European officers and was then solemnly 
reminded by the dying queen of the many proofs of friendship and fidelity to the 
Company's Government given by her.self and the late Rajah; and she added her 
favourite expression, “ than nothing had occurred to break that friendship, and 
that she fell that all the wealth and emblems of pow'er and royalty that had been 
taken from the palace were in deposit with the British Government, and that when, 
they thought fit they would return them ” and that “ she should die with a firm 
trust in their justice and generosity ” . She then placed her adopted son Janojee 
Bhonslah’s h.and in that of the Commissioner, and 'recommended him to the 
protection of Government in the most solemn manner. 

A few hours after this affecting scene, her Royal Highness died, without the 
barest acknowledgment that the Queen of Great Britain, her feudal sovereign, 
approved her loyalty and good faith. It 'will be believed that Mr. Plow’den’s 
habits of neglect and procrastination are hopelessly confirmed when it is known 
that even the death of the Banka Baee failed to rouse him from the deter- . 
mined silence which he has observed towards the Supreme Government regard- 
ing the family of the late Rajah of Nagpore ; and that, in spite of his public 
promise that their case should be favourably. reported, he is- believed , never - to 
have taken any steps to lay their claims before the Government, 
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It Is a curious fact, that the event of Her Highness’ death, and the circum- 
stances attending it, were communicated by a private individual in London to 
the Secretary of State for India, who had, until he received the information from 
this source, been entirely ignorant of the decease of the distinguished Princess, 
to whose loyalty and good faith Britain owes the safety of a great portion of 
her Indian Empire. 

It is gratifying here to state that the Government of Lord Stanjey had 
already determined to cordially recognise Her Highness’s eminent serrices, but 
the despat':h from London, which ordered this proper but tardy justice did not 
reach India until the Banha Baee had, at the ripe age of 8i 3 ears, been 
gathered to her fathers. 

The rem'oval of Captain Evans Bell from the office of Assistant Agent to 
the Governor*General naturally impressed the surviving Ranees very painfully, 
and the conduct of his successor, Captain Shakespear, appears to have made 
these ladies consider that the respect and courtesy which had hitherto been 
shown them was withdrawn, for they thought it necessary to address to 
Mr. Plowden a letter of complaint. 

III. 

addressed 6 y ihe three Ranees^ Ourya Baee, Anunda Baee, and 
Kamulja Baee, to the Commissioner o/Nagpore, dated the iith Feb/tiary 1859, 

To Mr. George Plowden, the friendly and kind Commissioner, grantor of 
favours to his friends , may his benignity be increased. 

After the usual salutations, be it known to your enlightened mind that on the 
snd instant we sent a note to your address, and another to the assistant 
agent, Captain Shakespear. The assistant a^eni returned the to us, after 
haotug torn the upper part of the sheet of paper ; and up to this time we 
have received no answer from yon, and yon have not paid us a visit. Thus there 
appears no other course open to us but to address this note to you, for we have 
suUcred as much as we can endure, and in every respect our troubles continue as 
great as before ; we shall therefore make a distinct and detailed statement of 
our condition. On the 17th of last January we sent you a full explanation of 
our state in a note of that date, but although you heard all that nc had to say, 
your^verbal answer was by no means satisfactory. We have once more to repeat 
all our former statements and to submit them io the present note for your 
consideration. 

Let it be remembered that, according to the orders that were given, ne 
recalled our wakecls from the capital, and having in every possible respect 
consulted your wishes, ue ourselves addressed yon in our own persons, and 
through our agents, on the subject of our claims, and we have forwarded to you 
several khurreetas for transmission to his Excellency the Governor-General. 
Doubtless they have been duly delivered to his Excellency but up to this day 
wc ha\c.not been honoured with an answer. Hoping for some information on 
this subject, uc arc now compelled to give vou this trouble, for in fact, except 
some conversation between us and you, rotning has been done in this matter. 
We must entreat that you will call to mind th:it you yoursetf and your assistants, 
Captain Crichton and Captain Bell^ hate made verbal promises, and have sent 
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notes, saying that our past troubles and our complete innocence should be disf 
tinctly communicated to Governn^ent ; and that the Government was considerate 
and just, and vj'itild make a settlement suitable to our rank and position. 

Moreover in the year 1857, Mr. Robert Ellis, who w’as then Deputy Com- 
missioner of Nagpore, and Captain Beil, came by your directions and made 
similar promises to us in the most emphatic manner. We have always been 
well wishers and firm friends (to the British Government), and we still are so ; no 
disobedience has ever been heard of, nothing but good-will and devotion has 
ever been perceived in our conduct. These facts are known to you, and to all 
officers and gentlemen at Nagpore, and at the cantonment of Kampfee, and in 
the Ollier districts; and especially that at the beginning of the Delhi rebellion, 
her late Highness, the revered Banka Baee, called all her family round her, and 
strictly charged them that, although so many chieftains in India had rebelled 
against the British Government, they should remain prepared to assist and to 
devote themselves for the Government with their lives and property : and she 
said, “ Let it not be that our ancient cordiality and eternal good-will should be 
destroyed.” Having said this she sent several of our relations- to attend upon 
you; and in short, rendered assistance to the best of her ability ; and the result 
and return- of her fidelity and exertions are, that from the and instant we can 
see no prospect before us but that- of starvation ; that even oil for our lamps 
is not procurable, darkness is in the whole palace, and our servants are fasting 
while they work. Up to ibis day there is no appearance of a settlement, and you 
have not obtained any answer whatever to our khurreetas. And besides this, the 
stipends of m iny members of our family are suspended. And^ //te Assistant 
Agent sent us a note by the hand of a Io-jj Kay at h “writer, telling us that 
Rupees 7,000 per mensem were fixed for our support ; and this writer read the 
note to us in a most improper manner, and presumed also to ask us questions. 
It now appears therefore that even our honour, which we have, preserved so. far, 
is about to be attacked. And the note which we sent to ask the Assistant 
Agent to pay us a visit, that gentleman tore and returned to us. This is a 
suitable event for the time 1 But it is hardly consistent with justice. 

I 

We bad hoped that when the administration of the English Company had 
ceased, and the direct Royal rule of the Queen,— may her shadow be 
increased! — was instituted, we should at last obtain the consideration we 
desire, and that the settlement of our son, Janojee Bhonslah, would be madei 
On the contrary, attacks are now made on our honour and dignity. At such a 
crisis, therefore, we have thought it right once more to recapitulate our 
claims, and to ask once more for your consideration. Let it be known that 
we ask for no monthly stipend, neither one anna, nor a lakh of rupees ; we 
ask for nothing from the Government but our principality, the heir to which 
is present with us. Our ancient friendship is still existing. We therefore 
hope that you will procure for us some answer to all the khurreetas and 
letters, that we have addressed to the Governor-General through you; and 
we must beg that, without our express request, you will not interfere "with the 
Natuksalas (concubines) of our zenana, for Q.ur . honour, and the honour and 
memory of the late Rajah, are hereby endangered. We are your daughters; 
and you are our father; we are quite sure that you feel a regard for our 
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ItJS a curious fact, that the event of Her Highness’ death, and the circum- 
stances attending it, were communicated by a private individual in London to 
the Secretary of State for India who had until he received the information from 
this source been entirely ignorant of the decease of the distinguished P-incess, 
to whose loyalty and good faith Britain ones the safety of a great portion of 
her Indian Empire 

It IS gratifying here to state that the Government of Lord Stanley had 
already determined to cordially recognise Her Highness’s eminent services but 
the despatch from London, nhich ordered this proper but tardy justice did not 
reach India until the Banlra Baee had, at the ripe age of 8i jears been 
gathered to her fathers 

The removal of Captain Evans Bell from the office of Assistant Agent to 
the Governor General naturally impressed the surviving Ranees very painfully, 
ind the conduct of his successor, Captain Shakespear, appears to have made 
these ladies consider that the respect and courtesy which had hitherto been 
shown them was withdrawn for they thought it necessary to addresa to 
Mr Plowden a letter of complaint 

\n 

Nole addressed by the three Ranees^ Durya Baee, Anunda Baee, and 
Kamtilja Baee, to the Commissioner of Nagpore dated the \2th Fehmary 1859 

To Mr George Plowden the friendly and kind Commissioner, granter of 
favours to his friends , may his benignity be increased 

After the usual salutations, be it known to your enlightened mind that on the 
snd instant we sent a note to your address, and another to the assistant 
agent. Captain Shakespear The assistant agent returned the fio/e. to ns, after 
having torn the upper part of the sheet of paper, and up to this time ^e 
have received no answer from you and you have not paid us a jisit Thus there 
appears no other course open to us but to address this note to you for uc have 
suffered as much as we can endure, and m every respt-ct our troubles continue as 
great as before , we shall therefore make a distinct and detailed statement of 
our condition On the 17th of last January we sent you a full explanation of 
our state m a note of that date, but although you heard all that wc had to say 
youreVerbal answer was by no means satisfactory We have once more to repea* 
all our former statements and to submit them m the present note for your 
corsideration. 

Let i» be rerrembered that according to the orders that were given we 
recalled our wakeels from the capital and having in every possible respect 
consulted yourwishes, we ourselves addressed you m our own persons, and 
through our agents on the subject of our claims, and we have forwarded to you 
several khurreetas for transmission to his Excellency the Governor General 
Doubt’ess they have been duly delivered to his Excellency but up to this day 
wc have not been honoured with an answer Hoping for some information on 
this subject, uc are now compelled to give you this trouble, for m fact, except 
some conversation between us and you, rothing has been done m this matter 
Wc must entreat that you will call to mind that you yourself , and your assistants, 
Captain Crichton ard Captain Bell, have made verbal promises, and have sent 
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notes, saying that our past troubles and our complete innocence should be dis; 
tinctly communicated to Government ; and that the Government was considerate 
and just, and would make a settlement suitable to our rank and position. 

Moreover in the year 1857, Mr. Robert Ellis, who was then Deputy Com- 
missioner of Nagpore, and Captain Bell, came by your direction's and made 
similar promises to us in the most emphatic manner. We have always been 
well wishers and firm friends (to the British Government), and we still are so ; no 
disobedience has ever been heard of, nothing but good-will and devotion has 
ever been perceived in our conduct. These facts are known to you, and to all 
officers and gentlemen at Nagpore, and at the cantonment of Kampfee, and in 
the other districts; and especially that at the beginning of the Delhi rebellion, 
her late Highness, the revered Banka Baee, called all her family round her, and 
strictly charged them that, although so many chieftains in India had rebelled 
against the British Government, they should remain prepared to assist and to 
devote themselves for the Government with their lives and property ; and she 
said, “ Let it not be that our ancient cordiality and eternal good-will should be 
destroyed.” Having said this she sent several of our relations- to attend upon 
you; and in short, rendered assistance to the best of her ability ; and the result 
and return- of her fidelity and exertions are, that from the 2nd instant we can 
see no prospect before us but that of starvation ; that even oil for our lamps 
is not procurable, darkness is in the whole palace, and our servants are fasting 
while they work. Up to this day there is no appearance of a settlement, and you 
have not obtained any answer whatever to our khurreetas. And besides this, the 
stipends of m my members of our family are suspended. And. the Assistant 
Agent sent us a note by the hand of a low Kayath writer ^ telling us that 
Rupees 7,000 per mensem were fixed for our support ; and this writer read the 
note to us in a most improper manner, and presumed also to ask us questions. 
It now appears therefore that even our honour, which we have, preserved'so .far, 
is about to be attacked. And the note which we sent, to ask the Assistant 
Agent to pay us a visit, that gentleman tore and returned to us. This is a 
suitable event for the time ! But it is hardly consistent with justice. 

We had hoped that when the administration of the English Company had 
ceased, and the direct Royal rule of the Queen, — may her' shadow be 
increased! — was instituted, we should at last obtain the consideration we 
desire, and that the settlement of our son, Janojee Bhonslah, would be made. 
On the contrary, attacks are now made on bur honour and dignity. At such a 
crisis, therefore, we have thought it right once more to recapitulate our 
claims, and to ask once more for your consideration. Let it be known that 
we ask for no' monthly stipend, neither one anna, nor a lakh of rupees ; we 
pk for nothing from the Government but our principality, the heir to which 
is present with us. Our ancient friendship is still existing. We therefore 
hope that you will procure for us some answer . to all the khurreetas and 
letters that we have addressed to the Governor-General through you ; and 
we must beg that, without our express request, you will not interfere With the 
Natuksalas (concubines! of our zenana, for . o.ur . honour, and the honour and 
memory of the late Rajah, are hereby endangered. We are your daughters^ 
and you are our father; we are quite sure that you feel a regard for our 
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honour, and we feel that we have no protector but you. It is therefore becoming 
and proper that until some order arrives from the GovernofGenera!, there 
shall be no further encroachments on our dignity 

There is jet one more request to be made, which is, that you will, as 
soon as possible^ oblige us with a visit at the palace ; it will then be known that 
the ancient friendship is undisturbed. 

Dated the 12th February 1859. 

A letter to Captain Evans Bell was also sent, in which they reproach 
that officer with the non*fulfi!ment of the Commissioner's promises, repeated 
to tliem by Captain Bell. They remind him of the many encouragements to 
patience and to confidence in the British Government's consideranon held out 
to them during the rebellion of 1857, both by himself and by the Magistrate of 
Nagpore, Mr. R.S. Ellis. 

IV. 

Note addressed by the three Ranees, Durya Baee, Anunda Base, and Kamulja 
Bate, to Captain Bell, dated the i^ih February 1859. 

To the kind and friendly Captain Thomas Evans Bell ; may his benevolence 
continue for ever. 

After the usual salutations, this is what we have to say — Formerly, you 
were for long time in charge of the palace establishment, and became well 
acquainted with our affairs; and you must remember how many speeches 
you made to us and to our agents, in the strongest terms, and what promises 
you made at several visits. 1 1 is quite unnecessary for us to write about them. 
But especially when the rebellion broke out in Hindostan, how many so’emn 
protestations you made that the Government would provide for us handsomely, 
and that the sovereignty would be settled on the heir. And you know also 
what Mr. Robert Ellis, Deputy Commissioner of Nagpore, said to us* At 
present we are in great distress, so that even oil for' our lamps Is not 
procurable ; and no one seems to be taking the slightest interest in our welfare. 
At last, knowing no alternative, we have written and sent a note to the Com- 
missioner, and we now send a copy of it with this note to you; by its perusal 
all will be explained to your benevolent mind. 

Is this the result of vour solemn protestations, that a period of starvation 
approaches, and that llupees 7,000 per mensem are fixed for the | alace 
expenses, and that the stipends of many members of our family are suspended? 
We have sent you this note that you may understand the abovementioned 
matters, for you also made solemn and emphatic protestations that Rupees 7,000 
per mensem would be settled and that the stipends of the family should 
not be stopped.! We wish, therefore, to remind you of these solemn 
protestations and engagements which )ou made with the most binding pledges 
and to bring to your notice that this is the result of them. Where is 
the settlement of the inheritance? Even food and clothes are noiv obtained 
with difficulty. 

*Mr. EUit acd CtpUiQ Belt mide o9 saett proaiue Sone al'owacce mest be made for Ooealat ex>2‘ 

geration. 

trbere lame eoaUt ou ieie. 




It is right that you should pay some attention to .these promises, and 
at once pay us a visit at the palace. It is most becoming that you use your 
best endeavours in behalf of these forlorn widows; what more shall be written 
except wishes for your prosperity ? 

Dated the 13th February 1S59. 


Following this letter the Ranees sent a verbal message to Captain Bell, 
intimating to him that as a means to bring matters to a crisis they intended 
coming and pitching their tents either in Captain Bell's or in the Commissioner’s 
gardens ; in short, that they would follow the native custom of sitting “dharna" 
at the gate until they could obtain justice. 

To any one acquainted with eastern customs, it is unnecessary to explain 
the import of this tlireat, although it may probably sound comparatively 
harmless to European ears. A greater scandal and digrace to the British Govern- 
ment could, however, hardly be conceived ; and when it is remembered that 
these ladies, who could not obtain a bare hearing of their case, had recently 
been our generous allies loyally co-operating with the Government during the 
crisis of 1S57 it certainly does not appear strange that the Ranees should 
evince some indignation at the treatment they received at Mr, Plowden’s 
hands. In order to avoid so great a scandal, Captain Bell went at once 
to the palace and in a long interview with these Royal ladies endeavoured 
to console them, and to assure them that the strong claims of their adopted 
son, and the old friendship of the family so strongly manifested by the 
Banka Jlaee, would receive the most generous consideration by the British 
Government, 


Minnie of a convetsaiion bei-xeen Captain Evans Bell and the Ranees of 

Nagpore, at about half-past four p. m, on the lOfth February 1859. 

Officially reported to Government by Captain Beil. 

After the usual salutations, I commenced by saying that I had received the 
Ranees’ note, accompanied by the copy of a note they had sent yesterday to 
the Commissioner ; that 'I wa.s much honoured by the communication, but at the 
same time much grieved. 

Anunda Baee said that she could not understand why I should be grieved 
or should express astonishment at the note that I had made a hundred promises, 
and that instead of their condition being improved, every day seemed to bring 
them some new trouble or insult, etc., etc. 

I said that they should remember that I had repeatedly said to them that 
there might be many causes for delay, of which neither they nor myself could 
form an opinion, but that although a long time had certainly elapsed they ought 
not to doubt the Commissioner ; that the Commissioner had not and would not 
forget the promises made to the Banka Baee and to them or the stong proofs 
of friendship they had given last year. That there was no reason for them to’ 
■lose patience or hope. 
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I was frequently interrupted by the Ranees, and had to say the same thing 
several times over, throughout the mtcrview. , , . . 

Durya Baee said that she could no longer believe that we had any kind 
intentions towards them, that a low Kayath Mohurir had been sentto read a 
note to her like a ’purvana telling her and the other Ranees to accept of 
Rs. 7,000 per mensem and to expect nothing more; they wanted nothing for 
themselves but all for their son (janojee Bhonsiah) nho was present ; however, 
it was impossible to live on their present means, that they had not oil foe, their 
lamps, etc. , , 

I begged them not to enter into these particulars observing that only 
Rs. 7,000 were sanctioned at present, and that they must wait patiently for the 
orders of the Governor-General. I said that I was speaking as a private, person, 
and without any authority ; but from my knowledge of the customs and practice 
of the British Government, I felt perfectly certain and confident that the strong 
claims of their adopted son, and the old friendship of the family, so strongly 
manifested by the Banka Baee, would receive the most generous consideration, 
and that a settlement suitable to their dignity and to the honour of the British 
Government would be made. 

As they appeared disposed to speak much more warmly, and I bad said all 
that 1 intended, I took my leave, saying that 1 would report to the Commissioner 
aU that had passed. 

(Signed) T. EVANS BELL. 


Captain Beil at once reported to the Foreign Secretary to Government at 
Calcutta the fact of this inten’iew, and what had taken place thereat, and 
suggested that some hint should be given to the Ranees of the feelings and 
intentions d the Government towards them: Captain Bell added, that even an 
authoritative and final discountenance of their hopes would be far preferable to 
the state of distress attd suspense and petty annoyances to which they had been 
subjected since the death of Her Highness the Banka Baee 

Mr, Plowden received a copy of this communication, and at once proceeded 
in severe terms to blame Captain Bell for his visit to the Ranees, and for his 
attempts to console them. Mr. Plowden desired Captain Bell not' again to 
visit the Ranees, and threatened him with suspension from his office as an 
Assistant Commissioner in the Nagpore province, unless he promised to hold no 
further communication with the Ranees, their relations or any one connected 
with the palace. 

The Commissioner also sent for the nearest relatives and immediate personal 
attendants of the Ranees and ordered them in severe and threatening terms not 
to visit Captain Bell. The want of judgment and courtesy shown in this treat- 
ment of natives of high rank, and great respectability must naturally have been 
sescrcly felt by all the Royal Family of Nagpore, 

’ The disgrace reflected on Her Majesty’s Government by this unworthy 
conduct of her representative is melancholy in the extreme. Captain Bell, of 
course, declined to concede to the Commissioner the promise that under no 
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circumstances he would visit or hold communication with the palace at Nagpore. 
All that Captain Bell would promise was, that he would endeavour, as far' as in 
him lay, to avoid all scandal. Captain Bell, however, pointed out to 
Mr. Plowden, that although he thought it right to keep the Government well- 
informed of all that was taking place at Nagpore, the lime for their decision on 
the whole matter cou'd not be far distant, and suggested how inconsistent the 
Commissioner’s indignation at his, Captain Bell’s, interference must appear after 
Mr. Plowden’s long submission to it Captain Bell further showed that, in bis 
interview with the Ranees, he had carefully abstained from creating any suspicion 
that the Commissioner would not ultimately fulfil the promises he had made so 
long ago as December 1856, and that he had neither then, nor at any other 
time, exceeded the language then held by the Commissioner himself. It was 
upon receiving this answer from Captain Bell, that Mr. Plowden suspended 
Captain Evan; Beil from his office as Assistant Commissioner of Nagpore, and 
referred this step to the Governmert of India for its decision. 

It is much to be feared that serions, perhaps irreparable, injuiy has been 
done to Bii ish influence, and at Nagnore by the inexplicable conduct 
of Mr. George Plowden. conduct which — extraordinary as it may appear in 
London — Mr. Plowden has not yet, it is believed, attempted to justify or explain. 

The wretched palace intrigues which have been reported to Government at 
Calcutta — the promises solemnly made 10 the late Queen mother, to the present 
Ranees and to their adopted heir, — promises made in the presence and with the 
cognisance of .Mr. Ellis, the Deputy Commis.sioner, and Captain Bell, the 
Assistant Commissioner — yet recklessly neg’ccled and now utterly denied ; the 
unseemly and inti-mperate behaviour of .Mr. Plowden to the members of the 
Royal family, a detailed account of which is unnecessary in this Memorandum, 
all betoken a stale of affairs which cannrt but be deeply injurious to British 
authority and disgraceful to British honour and justice. 

It has been necessary in this Memorandum to describe the couduct of 
Captain Evans Bell, conduct imperatively demanded of i?im by his duty to the 
Supreme Government, as well as by his own sense of honour and justice, but which 
has brought to him personally a series cf painful results ending in his temporary' 
suspension from his appointment. It has also been necessary to animadvert in 
severe terms on the vacillating and unworthy behaviour of the Chief Commissioner. 
But the object of this Memorandum has only been to dr iw the attention of the 
Council of India to the unsatisfactory slate of affairs at Nagpur as far as relates 
to the Royal family their adopted representative and their pecuniary arrange- 
ments. 

It is invidious to suppose that Mr. Plowden would wilfully misrepresent the 
conduct of one of his subordinates, but it is not unreasonable to imagine that 
Captain Evans Bell will have to suffer all the, injury of incalculable delays on 
the part of the Commissioner of Nagpore, and it will be difficult to obtain from 
Mr. Plowden that detailed explanation of the who'e.case absolutely necessary for 
its elucidation. This is not an idle supposition ; far'graver interest have suffered 
by Mr. Plowden’s neglect; and habits of procrastination. Captain Bell may at 
times have broken through rules, of. official etiquette, he may have with undue 
eonfidence taken, upon himself what he sincerely believed to be the duties, of his- 
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super or but it can hardl> be denied that for man) long moi ths he has in a most 
painful and imj'fious position, endea\oured to uphold the reputation of hjs 
official superior for good faith and to inspire the Kanees of iNagpore and the 
Bhons'ah family nith confidence that their circumstances and the g od conduct 
shown by th^m at a moment of public danger would be fairly represented to the 
Supreme Go\ernment and would meet the consideration whch the subject so 
cmrnemly deserved 

It IS difficult for an) one who was not p esent in Central India in 18^710 
appreciate citlier ihe danger that then threatened our possession of that part of 
India or the importnnce of the issistance afforded to the British Governmental 
that time b) Her Highn-ss the Banka Baee of Nagpore It is impossible for 
-vny one congn zant of the facts to forget the assi tance thus rendered us or to 
refrain from regretting the neglect shown for the important support rendered to 
the Government at that criiic'il period by a native royal family who bad so many 
just causes of complaint To many il is e\po‘‘uion of ihet stor) ma) prove 
insufficient to support their claim to so important and radical a measure as the 
restoration of the province of Vagpore as one of the native powers of India but 
1 one can fa 1 to acknowledge that this family is fully entitled to the most 
favounble consideration of their claims to compensation for the loss of their 
position as one of the rative sovereigni es of India 

It IS therefore necessary to consider what measure of compensation wou’d 
soothe if not satrf) the feel ngs of the Bhor slab fa inly and at the saniu tunc 
creile an impression among the most influential nafvcs of tie provnee of 
N igporc and among the native reigimg liousCs favourable to the British 
Government 

To effect ills the least that could oe done would be to recognise the 
adoption of the great grandson of Ragliojce If janejee Bhnnslali, the next of km 
t ) the fate Uajah the representa ive of tnc Bhonslah famil> and to grant him a 
suitable title with 0 stipend becoming hisrank and itsobligations 

\ description of the mai ncr in which the jewels and valuables and the private 
zenma treasury found when wc annexed the provinre were dsposed of, has 
uceii j,ivtn abov c T1 c sums realised by the sale of the jewels and other valu 
ablcs, amounting to twenty six hes of rupees and the private zenana treasury, 
amounting to seven lacs of rupees should be devoted to the purclnse of an 
cntTiled hndi-d estate, which would serve to perpetuate the name of the 
Bhoii'-hhs and the gcierosity of the British Government and the title of Rajah 
should be conferred on Janojec Bhonslah as the recognised head and representativ p 
of a n cdialised Rojal house Further the sum ongnally allotted for the 
support of the Ro)a! fimi ) namely three lacs of rupees, should be conunued 
m perpetuity for the support of this familv this fund should be under the 
niiingemcnt of Janojee Bhonslah as head of Ihe family and should reimin in 

f ierpciuiiy of one of the charges on the revenues of the province of Nagpore, as 
ongasaii) representative of the race cither by birth or adoption, rcnntns to 
claim It It would be proper m order to guard against future eventualities that 
the Ch ef Officer of the British Government rcMdcnt at Nagpore should 
exercise over the disinbution of this pension such a control as would ensure to 
the subordinate members of the famil) their fair share m the benefits conferred 
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Madras Civil Service, 
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MEMORANDUM RELATING TO NAGPORE 

SUPPLEMENT 

Since the above Memorandum was compiled, circumstances have occurred 
which make it evident that it was highiy necessary that attention should be 
called to the state of things existing at Nagpore The Commissioner, Mr 
Plowden, has continued that silence towards the Ranees regarding their claims, 
which bad called for the remonstrances contained m the Memorandum, but 
he has further adopted a line of conduct »he statement of which, if not sup- 
ported b) evidence, would appear so extraordinary as to be incredible Letters 
describing these recent acts of Mr Plonden are, therefore, now appended It 
would be invidious to assign moMves for such conduct, and it is impossible to 
assign any reason which would not appear to be an accusation too grave to 
be advanced m the absence of the party accused It will be sufficient Co state 
that until a very recent period, the Ranees of Nagpore had lived m apparently 
happy union in the dignified seclusion becoming their high rank, their male 
relatives being engaged with the knowledge and under the superintendence of 
the Commissioners of Nagpore, in the management of the palace establishments, 
and of their family affairs — This is the usual and proper economy of a native 
family of high rank, and this union and high respectabilitv gave the Raneca’ 
applications on behalf of their adopted son Janojec Bbonslan the full weight 
of being the expression of the wishes of the entire Bhonslah family Mr 
Plowdtn has altered this state of things, he has declared the, senior widow, 
Dur)a Uaec, the sole manager and comptroller of the palace, servants, and 
establishments has announced her wish to separate b^tself ^tom the remainder 
of the family, and to exclude the nearest male relatives from her palace and 
has even forbidden these relations from Mining the remaining Ranges, without 
Durya Bace s pcrmiss on 

But a more extraordinary act remains to be reported The Commissioner 
ha«s, by a public ac', entirely renounced all liis formal promises on behalf of 
janojee Bhonslah, the adopted son of the Ranees, and publicly ignored his 
posilicn as head of the family 

When -npoorna Bace, the late Rajah’s senior widow, died her heir, ac- 
cording to Hindoo law and custom was janojee Bhonslah, the adopted son 
of the Ranees No one it that time (1855) disputed thb, and Lord IJalhousic 
in answer to an application from the Ranees, announced that he had no objec- 
tion to Appah Sahib (janojee Bhonslah’s name bciorc adoption) being con- 
stilulcd heir to the late Ranees private property Mr Plonden, m November 
1855* 3ftcr \npooma Dace's death, took a written acknowledgment from the 
two Ranees, to the cfTc'*t that Janojee Bhonslah was their son and heir, and 
in November 1856, Mr Plowden ofticially reported to Calcutta the public cere- 
monies of adoption pet formed by the Ranees, after giving the new name of 
Janojee to thtir adopted son Purthcr, by a judicial proceeding in his own 
court, Ltforc the public ceremony above described Mr. Plowden exempted 
the Ranees’ adopted son, under the ramc of Appa Sahib Bhonslah, from tie, 
jurisdiction of the ordinary Civil Courts In accordance with the native feel- 
ings, and ihc^isaggsnoCjiativc courts, the Ranees obtuned permission that 
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on occasions of ceremony, visits to the Commissioner, religious or other pro- 
cessions, their adopted son should be accompanied by the ancient insignia of 
the family. Express permission was given by the Commissioner for their dis- 
play, and these insignia have been constantly used. When the Queen’s pro- 
clamation was read on the ist November last, JanoJee Bhonslah ^ at the Com- 
missioner's request* him, surrounded by the relations and high' 

officials of the late Rajah, and accompanied by all the insignia of his rank 
and position. 

Again, Mr. Plowden has always received Janojee Bhonslah with the forms 
and in the style accorded only to persons of the very highest rank. This was 
recently and remarkably conspicuous at the Durbar held when Sir Patrick Grant, 
Commander-in-Chlef of the Madras Presidency, visited Nagpore. 

It would be difficult to imagine a more entire recognition of Janojee 
Bhonslah as the head of the Bhonslah family, and the astonishment and dismay 
of the family may be conceived when Mr. Plowden suddenly, and without any 
apparent reason, caused it to be proclaimed by beat of drum throughout the city 
of Nagpore, that “ if any one claimed to be heir to the private property of the late 
Ranees, rhipoorna Baee and Banka Baee, he should present a petition within a 
certain period, after which no claims would be admitted"-, thus entirely 
ignoring the existence and position of Janojee Bhonslah, to whom also he has 
forbidden the display of the insignia of his rank. 

The senior Ranee Durya Baee has been, by some strange and unaccount- 
able means, pres^ailed upon to separate herself, from the junior Ranees, and to 
exclude from the palace, and from visiting the other Ranees, the male relatives 
of the family; and she has lately been constituted, by the Chief Commissioner, 
sole manager and authority over the palace establishments. She has not 
openly protested against Mr. Plowden’s last acts, but the feelings of the 
junior Ranees, and of their male relations, are clearly set forth in the accompany- ' 
ing correspondence. Mr. Plowden’s reply to Purbhut Rao Goojur is also 
appended. It must be remembered that nothing will convince any person 
connected with Nagpore, or acquainted with Indian family arrangements, that 
Durya Baee, the senior Ranee, is acting of her own free will in separating 
herself and her interests from those of the rest of the family. 

As before slated, it would be invidious to assign motives to Mr. Plowden’s 
conduct, or to anticipate those explanations which the emergency of the present 
state of things at Nagpore peremptorily require of him; but it is right to give 
what is the opinion entertained of these proceedings by the native- public at 
Nagpore. 

The common report and belief among the natives (May 1859) is, that the 
Commissioner, having repudiated Janojee Bhonslah, silenced and excluded all 
the male relatives, and the only clever and high-spirited Ranee' Anunda Baee, 
now intends to deal separately with the senior Ranee, Durya Baee. Having 
reduced, by the sale of cattle and dismissal of servants, the palace, household to 
the present scale of the-Ranees' stipends, it is supposed that he will extort from 
the senior Ranee what is called a Razeenameh, or acquittance, stating that 
they are all satisfied, and that they have no claim or desire for any alteration in 
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the provision made for them and that then the Commissioner would state that 
" ail was satisfactorily settled ” 

This IS the public opinion, and is not altogether unnatural or unsupported 
b} Mr Piowden s recent acts It is deeply to be regretted that, by his former 
unexplained delajs, and b} his recent more incomprehensible harsh measures 
towards an unfortunate famil), a British officer of high position should have laid 
himself open to such grave suspicions 

It IS scarcely necessar) to remind the reader that the Ranees, the writers of 
the following letter, are the equals m rank and position of the senior Ranee, 
who has been recently so singularly favoured by the Chief Commissioner, that 
Nana Aher Rao is the father of the adopted heir Janojee Bhonslah , and that 
Purbhut Rao Goojur is a relative of the Ranees, and has for years been one of 
the recognised officers and confidential advisers of the Royal family of Nagpore 


TRANSLATION OF A LLTTLR SENT TO PURBHUT RAO GOOJUR, 
NANA AHCR RAO. DADOBA SIRKYA AND RUNG RAO MOHIT- 
TE^. AND PURWANNAS TO THE SAME EFTrCTTO TOOKAR^M 
DHOOT ANDGHOLAM MUSTAPHA THE OOSTAD OR TUTOR, 
WHO USUALLY WRITES THE RANEES’ PERSIAN NOTES 

I 

from /he Cmmisstotier of Nagpore U Purbhut Poo Goojur Sahtb^ &c 

After salutatiors, let u It known that yesterday the Ass slant Agent went 
to the palace to visit the Rance Durya Baee, when the said Ranee wah her onn 
voice said, ‘ Several persons come into the palace to see Anunda Bare, and 
carry on treacherous intrigues, and I do rot wish these persons to be admitted 
into the palace” Among these persons the Rance mentioned your name, 
I have therefore to slate that Durya Baee, being the senior widow of the late 
Rajah, is the mistress, and absolute m the palace, and therefore she has the 
right to forbid any one to enter the palace according to Iier own pleasure As it 
appears that the Ranee does not approve of jourvisitmg the palace, you are 
hereby desired to abstain from doing so without her permission Be sure to 
observe the injunctions of this note 

Dated the 26ih March 1859. 


n 

ftomine Commissioner of Nagpore io Dadoba Sirkja Sahib and io the other 
Sirdars 

After salutations, &.C , ycu stale in your note of lo^day’s date that I have 
»«ppointcd Durya Baee to be tic superior Rance and that in truth she la the 
superior Raree, but that m your opinion all the Ranees arc equally entitled to 
veur obedience and that wiih rcfirencc to Durya Baee s statement that ycu have 
been carrying on treacherous intrigues, you arc rot aware of wbii treachery 
veu have been guilty \cualso state inal it Ins alwavs been your custom to 
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attend at the palace whenever summoned, or invited by any one of the Ranees 
and that if summoned in future by any of the Ranees,. you shall feel bound to 
obey. And you said in your note that you intended to wait upon me and to 
make some explanations on this subject. I have only just had time to read vour 
note at 4 p. m. Considering that the Ranee Durya Baee, without any person 
having inquired or prompted her, made the application of her own accord and 
with her own voice when tlni Assistant Agent was visiting her, that several 
persons were in the habit of visiting the palace against her wishes, and of carrying 
on treacherous contrivances there, it therefore became necessary to make arrange- 
ments- according to her request and orders were therefore given by me. And 
you need not require any other reason for these orders, except this very sufficient 
reason, that at present the senior Ranee is supreme, and for the proper discipline 
of the palace household can admit or forbid the visits of any person. And with 
reference to what you say in your note that the three Ranees are equal in your 
opinion, you ought to consider that it devolves upon me to decide whether the 
three are equal, or whether there is not a distinction of rank What right have 
you to intrude your opinion on the subject upon me ? What necessity is there 
for you to interfere with your notions ? You have no concern whatever with the 
arrangements for the palace household and 1 want no advice or opinion on the 
subject from you. And you must understand that you shall never be allowed to 
interfere with the palace household ; and with reference to my prohibition of your 
visiting the palace and to your reply that if any one of the Ranees should 
summon you, you should feel bound to obey, I have to inform you that if you 
ever attempt to make a single step in the palace without the leave of Durya Baee, 
the senior .Ranee, and against her will, and if the Ranee complains of it to me, 

1 will take such steps as shall put an end to your visits for the future. There is 
a legal regulation to prevent people from trespassing in other persons’ houses. 
And wiih reference to what you say about paying me a visit to enter into 
explanations, I totally refuse to discuss with you the subject of the palace 
arrangements. On the other hand, if you have any business of your own about 
which you wish to speak to me, or if Anunda Baee or Kamulja Baee wish to send 
you to make any statements on their behalf to me, I am ready to receive you; 
but do not think of visiting me for the purpose of discussing the palace arrange- 
ments. This note is sent as a reply and instruction. 

Nagpore, April Sih, 1859. 

From Dadoba Sirkya Sahib to Mr. George Plowden, the Commissioner of 

Nagpore, &c. 

N. B , — The replies sent by the other gentlemen are very much to the same effect as this one. 

After salutations, let it be known that the purport of your note is 
understood ; that Durya Baee Sahiba said to Captain Shakespear, with her 
own voice, that certain persons were in the ' habit of coming into the palace, 
and, of inveigling Anunda Baee and Kamulja Baee, and that she wished 
them no longer to be adrhitted. Durya Baee is my daughter*, and has never 
been injured by me, how can she have said such a thing against me? I am 
sure that some one must have inveigled and instructed her, before she could 


* N. 3 . — Oriental for "my young female relation."^ ^ 
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ha\esaidit. Besides this the three Ranees are of equal dignity, and if one 
of them were to sa) so, it is impossible that it should be of any effect And 
)ou ha\e written m your note that I am comicted of teacherous intrigues, 
by Durja Baee’s information, but I cannot understand to what treachery 
or intrigues you allude Has Anunda Baee, or has Kamulja Baee, been 
persuaded to duobey any of your orders by my treacherous intrigues? If so, 
I ought to be told of it, and if, indeed, Anunda Baee Sahiba has been con 
lumacious, and if injury has thereby been done to Government, I will confess 
myself to be guilty of treacherous intrigue^ Besides this, you have ruled 
that Durya Baee is the Maharanee, undoubtedly she is the Maharanee, but 
all three are equal in dignity , and, therefore, we are bound to show the same 
deference to the three Ranees ' It ts Tsell known that the Ranee Durya Baee 
has been deceived into making this application by those persons who were 
banished from the country of (he instance of Major Ramsay and Mr Manse! * 
But even if the Ranee did speak in this manner, it would have onl) been just 
if you the Chief Magistrate, had sent for me, and inquired about it Instead 
of doing so, you have without anv inquiry, written this note to me According 
to ancient custom when any Ranee invites or summons me, I go to the palace, 
and 1 am not in the habit of going unless I am invited 1 have, therefore, 
written this note by way of answer to inform you of the state of the case, 
and I propose to wait upon you today, and offer some further explanations 
on the subject 

\S riltcn by Oadoba Sirkya 
Dated the 2nd April 


IV 

From the Ranees Anunda Bue and Kamulja Baee to the Commissioner 
of Nagforc 

To the friendly and kind Commissioner, Mr George Plow den, greeting &c 

After salutations, let it be known that jour note on the subject of producing 
the papers relating to our family estates (Wuitundarees), to the effect that 
if we did not hand over those papers to Durya Baee, no answer would be 
given to an) of our notes and every note would be returned to us '^nd other 
matters has arrived and has been understood To make use of such severe 
expressions, in a trifling affair as if you wished to affront us, was not becoming 
injou It IS a source of surprise and grief to us thit although the Rajah 
of Nagporc, our late husband, was at all timcd obedient, with all his heart 
and mind to the British Goverrmem, and his conduct was ever marked by 
goodwill and affection, such affronts should be oflered to the survivors of 
his family as are unworthy of jour high rank and authority, more especially 
when it IS considered that in the j ear 1 S 57 so many of the sepoys and the 
populace and chic/iains of India revolted from ibcir allegiance, and joined 
in rebellion, but her hic Highness, the revered Banka Baee, reflecting 
on the ancient tics, with all her personal power and influence, with her heart 


* Al.' I to C31 «l Rta R*9 FhruKti. 
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nnci soul, and with all her family, devoted ‘ herself to 'the support of Government. 
For instance, Captain TufTuzzool Hoossain Khan, an old servant of the 
Bhonslah State, by his advice, and the strength of his contrivances, made 
arrangements of every description. And at that time, and during the life- 
time of the Banka Baee, you, and your assistants, ^[r Ellis and Captain Bell, 
made many solemn promises of prosperity and advantages for this family ; 
so that we, relying on your kindness and affection, hoped confidently for 
some Improvement in our condition and dignity, and for some appearance of 
harmony and comfort. But, on the contrary, this result has arrived, that, 
on every occasion, nothing seems to be thought of but some attack upon our 
honour. And this child, Janojee Bhonslah, by your own permission and 
by the Governor-General’s khareeta, was constituted the heir of our lives 
and property and of the Bhonslah family ; and you well know that a written 
agreement was taken by you at the time of his being adopted from us, and 
from the members of the Durbar, so that, in fact, all has been performed 
and perfected by you. It is, therefore, most astonishing to us that your 
Assistant Agent should have written a note forbidding our son to display 
his insignia. For you have yourself a hundred times seen this insignia displayed 
in our son’s retinue, and especially when our son with his attendants, and 
with his insignia, and all the members of the Durbar, had the honour to 
wait upon the Commander-in-Chief. But it is even more astonishing to us 
that, the day before yesterday, a proclamation was made, through all the 
bazars, that if there was any heir to the late Ranees Banka Baee and Anpoorna 
Baee, he should make his claim within fifteen days. By these words, 
astonishment is heaped upon astonishment ; and it seems to us that, after 
all these proceedings, approved by you and by His Lordship the Governor- 
General, all this ignorance and forgetfulness can only arise from an intention 
on your part to insult us by all possible means. We have not committed any 
such crime that you should send notes to us in which every word is an intentional 
insult, while several of our notes remain unanswered. You are the ruler of 
the time, and these proceedings are unworthy of your dignity : we had 
confidently hoped, that under the august rule of the Queen some better 
arrangements for our prosperity would be made than bad existed under the 
former administration, and that the rightful claimant would be favoured by 
obtaining his right. And we cannot understand how it is that a contrary 
result seems approaching. Perhaps some new order with reference to our 
dignity has been promulgated by Her Majesty the Queen. And we should 
like to know by what law, and by what regulation, you have forbidden our 
relations to visit the palace. Perhaps on this point, also, some new law has 
been published. Be so good as to acquaint us with it, that we may be 
satisfied ; and then we will write to the Queen’s officials, and beg for the 
forgiveness for our offences. 

Dated the 'jth May 1859. 

From the Ranees Anunda Baee and Kamulja Baee. 

(Signed with their marks.) 
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V. 

From Purbhid Rao Goojur to the Commissioner of Kagpore. 

U. 8.—K similar note was seat by Nana Aher Rao. 

To the illustrious, friendly, and kind Commissioner, Mr. George Plou'den •, 
may his glory be increased. 

After salutations, let it be knotvn that your note to the same purport as 
your former note, with reference to my being forbidden to enter the place, that 
this prohibition was made at Durya Baee’s request, and not by your»elf, has 
been received. Put the Maharanee herself has been asked the reason of this 
prohibition, and she replied that the Commissioner may have prohibited us to 
visit the palace, but that she had nothing to do with it. So that it is not 
apparent how these two statements can be verified. 

And in these days a note has been sent by the Assistant Agent, addressed 
to Janojec Baba Sahib, inquiring about and forbidding his retinue and insignia ; 
and also a proclamation has been made through the bazars, to the effect that 
if there is any heir to the late Ranees Anpoorna Baee and Banka Bace, he is to 
present a petition of his claim within fifuen days. The greatest astonishment 
and alarm are caused by these instances of your kindness and benevolence. For 
the fact is, that the Janojee Baba Sahib Bhonslah from the first, on account of 
his being by consanguinity the late Rajah’s grandnephew, and the rightful 
successor to his state, and also by the Ranee’s adoption of him as their son, and 
by his Lordship the Governor*Gcncral’s and your approval of hia being made 
the heir to the Ranee's own property, is the rightful heir. And the retinue and 
insignia which appertained to him by ancient custom were appointed for him 
with your knowledge. But the cause of this ignorance or forgetfulness, in .spite 
of your knowledge of those matters which were performed and perfected by 
yourself, is utterly unknown, unless it be that your kindness and bcnevo'encl* 
have grown less For ir.slancc, on the day of the revered Banka Baec's death, 
in prcicuce of all the Fames and other persons, you said toiih yenr CTfu 

auspicious voice, " Jar.ojce Baba Sahtb Dhonslah is the heir and master of all 
you Ranees, and of the deceased Ranee, and a kharecta to that effect from 
the Governor-General has been received^ Then without some further e.vplana* 
tion on your part, this answer appears un.ansvverable. Since you are tlic ruler 
of the period, ycu may .do what pleases you; but these pro:eedings .appear to 
fo be hr from jubticc and rectitude. Although you have strictly charged us 
not to interfere in the affairs of the household, yet when we sec the honour and 
dignity of the Dhon.slali family endangered, our fidelity to the salt of tl.c revered 
Banka Baee will not permit us to be indifferent, or to prefer a quiet life. Being 
comi clled to this cause, wc beg to represent that it is impossible for us to 
refrain from interference in matters which involve the honour of the Dhonslah 
f.ami'y The Ranees, from the first to this day, have paid the most implicit 
obedience to your orders and .to the wishes of the Government, chiefly in the 
hope that they would see some improvement in the prospects and dignity of 
janojee Bhonslah, their son and heir to their property, and the rightful heir to 
this stale. But instead of this, attacks made on his honour and respectability, 
Then when we view this unkindness on your part, who are the Chief Magistrate. 
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we cannot see i\o\v any good virrangements arc to be made for the prosperity and 
fulfilment of the desires of these Ranees, who presented this country and all 
their weallli as an offering to the British Government. I hope therefore that 
YOU will redect carefully upon the above observations, and honour me with an 
answer. What more can be written but good wishes and compliments ? 

Dated the gth May 1 859. 

Sent bv Purbhut Rao Goojur. 

VI. 

From the Commissioner of Nagpore to Purhhul Rao Goojur^ in reply. 

.V. B . — A siiiiihr answer was sent to Nana Atcr Rao. 

To the friendly and kind Purbhut Rao Goojur Sahib, greeting. 

.After sab tatinn<, this is the matter, that your note, dated the 9th May 
1S59, was leceived at 5 o’clock in the evening of the same day, and has been 
perused by me. As to what you say regarding the prohibition against your , 
visiting the palace, that this prohibition was not made by her Highness’s desire, 
but that, on the contrary, in answer to an inquiry as to the reason of this pro- 
hibition, the Maharanee Durya Baee said, “The Commissioner has forbidden you, 
but I had nothing to do with it," and that you do not know how these two state- 
ments ought to be verified, my answer is as follows : Firstly, Durya Baee 
Sahiba said with her own voice to the .Assistant Agent, without any one having 
questioned her, that she did not wish Purbhut Rao Goojur and others to have 
access to the palace, and that she wished them to be excluded. Secondly, on 
the next day after that on which Durya Baee gave permission to you and to 
Nana .Aher Rao and others, to visit Kamulja Baee during her illness, and sent 
for you that you might quietly pay a visit and then return to your own houses, 
and on which Nana Aher Rao, before going to see Kamulja Baee, went to Durya 
Baee’s apartment, Durya Baee w'rote plainly to me and said, “ Nana Aher Rao, 
under pretence of quietly visiting Kamulja Baee in her illness, came to me and 
made use of wrangling and quarrelsome language, and I therefore sent at once 
to Purbhut Rao Goojur and Dadoba Sirkya to lell them not to come to the 
palace." Durya Baee’s note to this effect is now in my possession. Thirdly, 
when on Saturday, the seventh of this month, I went in company with Captain 
Shakespear, the Assistant Agent, and Lieutenant Cumberlege, the Personal 
Assistant, to pay a visit to Durya Baee at the palace, and I, with my own voice 
and without any interpreter, in presence of the above-mentioned gentlemen, asked 
three or four times whether she was really pleased and satisfied with those 
persons having been forbidden at her request to enter the palace, mentioning 
Nana Aher Rao’s and your names; and the Ranee Durya Baee at each several 
times of asking, replied that it was necessary for her that those persons 
should be forbidden, and that she totally disapproved of their having access to 
the palace. 

Then in oppoisition to all these proofs I cannot believe that the Ranee said 
as is stated in your note, that the Commissioner may have forbidden you, but 
that she had nothing to do with it. And I cannot place any trust in your 
representation of this affair. Therefore, you must clearly understand that until 
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Duf) a Baee, either b> a note or with her own voice, states to me that she ha 3 
no intention of excluding Purbhut Rao Goojur from the palace, no permission to 
enter the palace wll be issued by me If you put one foot nithin the palace, I 
will assutedl) correct it properly. 

And with reference to what you say about the Assistant Agent having sent 
a note to Janojee Baba Sahib, prohibiting his retinue, &.C , and about a proclama- 
tion having been made through all the bazars summoning any person who 
claims to be heir to the late Ranees Anpooma Baee and the Banka Baee, to 
appear within fifteen days, and that Janojee Baba Sahib is the late Rajah’s 
grand nephew, and is entitled to hts retinue and insignia and to succeed to his 
estate, this is my reply , — That you have no privilege or authority to interfere 
or to address notes to me in these matters, and more especially as your note is 
most contumacious and disrespectful Therefore it is thus written, that hencefor- 
ward no note of yours will be received by me If contrary to these instructions 
you should send me a note the envelope will not be opened, but will be returned 
to you closed If you have any necessary matter to state on your own private 
affairs, henceforward you arc not permitted to write notes , but like other persons 
you will have to write a petition on stamped paper, which will be read in open 
court But if you present any claim or petition on the subject of Janojee Baba 
Sahib's rctmuc and insignia, and rights and mhentance and succession nhich 
arc matters with which you have no concern and which in my opinion are 
equivalent to making a claim to the Principality on behalf of Janojee Baba 
Sahib, you must understand distinctly that I have full authonty to take measures 
for the punishment of such proceedings, according to the laws and rules there- 
unto provided and that I shall exercise that authonty without hesitation For 
the present, until the pleasure of Government is known an order has been passed 
for suspending the payment of vour stipend because it is quite unfit that you 
should be allowed to write so contumacious and disrespectful a note to the 
Governor Gcncnl s Agent on a forbidden subject, and one in which you have 
no concern and continue to draw a stipend from Government And cspecitilly 
that excuse which you have brought forward on the subject of your mterterence 
in the matter of Janojee Baba Sahib's rctmuc and insignia and inhermnce, that 
it IS impossible for you to abstain from interfenng m such matters as are insulting 
to the ilhonslah family, is quite inadmissible for Janojee Baba Sahib himself is 
on the spot, and he is not so young or so deficient m sense, that if there should 
bt anything wrong or difficult in his affairs, he is unab’e personally to plead 
his ow n cause or that there should be any necessity for strangers to make 
nny statements or excuses on his behalf 

(Signed) G PLOWDEN, 
Commtsstoncr and Agent to the Gozcrnor-Cenernl. 

DrteJ the loth May 1859 

(Signed) R S ELLIS, 

Madras Civil Se)-x ce, 

Deputy Commissioner, 

Nagpore Province 
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Letter No. 48, dated London, the ^th October 1859 {Political), from the 
Secretary of State for India^ to His Excellency the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General of India in Council. 

With reference to my despatch (No. 43) of tlie 23rd of September, in the 
Political Department, I have now to inform Vour Excellency, that Mr. R. S. Ellis, 
Deputy Commissioner in Nagpur, now on leave of absence in this country, has 
been directed to proceed to India, to aid the investigation which you' have been 
instructed to institute into certain matters connected with the administration of 
that province. 

2. As Mr. Ellis returns to India, on public service, before the expiration 
of his leave of absence, at considerable certified risk to his health, I have 
•consented that, on the termination of the enquiry, he shall be permitted to take 
a furthct furlough to Europe, for a period not exceeding twelve months, during 
which time he will draw his furlough allowances as at present. His passage 
money to and from India will also be reimbursed to him from the public 
treasury. 


3. I have directed Mr. Ellis to proceed to Bombay, and immediately upon 
•his arrival at that place, to report himself by telegraph to your Excellency, and 
to await your instructions. 


Letter No. 182, dated Fort William, the Sth October from the Secretary ' 

to the Government of India, Foreign Department, to the Right 

Hon'ble Sir CHARLES Wood, Bart., M. P., Secretary of State for India. 

We have, the honor to transmit copies of papers, as detailed in the accompany- 
ing abstract, respecting Mr. Plowden’s administration of the Province of Nagpur. 

2. We beg to refer you to the Minute recorded by the Governor-General 
and to the letter addressed to Mr. Plowden on the 3rd instant, for the reasons 
which have placed us under the necessity of removing that gentleman from the 
■office of Commissioner of Nagpore. 

3. We .have appointed Major E. K. Elliot, the second officer in the 
Gom mission, to succeed Mr. Plowden as Commissioner of Nagpore. A copy 
of the letter addressed to Major Elliot is also appended to the collection of 
papers. 

P. 5'.— The correspondence connected -with the subject of this Despatch' being Minute Vij 
■voluminous copies of them will be forwarded by the ne.Kt mail. At present 
■enabled totransnut only the documents noted on the margin. be/ Lette 

Mr.’ G. PI 
dated 3rd O 


jor E. K. 
ed 3rd Oc 
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Lclfer No 6 o, dated Caaip Paneeput, the 9/// Januaty i860, from the Under 
Secretary to the C(j 7 ef ninent of India, zsJh the Gazernor-General, Foreign 
Department, to the Commissioner of Nagpore 

I am directed by the Gorernor General to forirard for jour informahon copy 
of a despileh from the Secretary of State for India, No 67, dited the and 
ultimo, appro\ing of the proceedings connected nith the remo\al of Mr Plonden 
from the Nagpore Commission, and to request that the several reports called for 
on the matters referred tom Mr Eilis’ memorandum be quickly' furnished 


Despatch No 67, dated India Office, London, the 2nd December i 8 ^g,/rom the 

Right Hon'ole Mr C Wood, ^secretary of State for India, to His 

Excellency the Right HoNble the Go.ernor'Gey^eial of India in Couneit. 

In my despatches Nos 43 and 48 m the Political Department under date 
the 22nd September and 7th October, 1 directed the appointment of a Commis- 
sion to enquire into certain charges preferred against Mr George Plonden, 
the Commissioner of Nagpotc, and t informed Your Excellency that Mr Ellis 
who had instituted thcac charges had been instructed to return to India to assist 
the eiquir) 1 noav Itarn from jour letter No 182 of the 8tb of October that 
\oii liaie already removed Mr Plondcn from the Nagpore Commission and 
hasc appointed Ma] ir E K Elliot in his place 

3 The grounds of this decision as set forth m Your Excellency's minute* 
of September 34th are continued neglect of duty and habitual disregard of your 
orders, and I cannot doubt that under the circumstances stated the public interest 
fcqui’cd the removal of Mr. Ploudcn from his post Your proceedings are 
therefore approved. 

3 With reference however to my despatches above noted, I desire that 
the matters brought to my attention in Mr Ellis’ memorandum may be 
investigated and reported upon with as little delay as possible 1 cannot 
consent to Mr Plow den s rcappomimcnt until the result of this investigation 
and such an explanation as he may afford regarding the official delinquency 
described m Sour Lordships minute shall have satisfied me that he is 
competent to discharge the duties of an office of responsibility 
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